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SOUNDCHECK:

MONTAGE SOUND LIBRARY
„EVOLVING SOUNDSCAPES”

Besides the standards and synthesizer 

sounds of all kinds the MONTAGE offers 

a lot of potential for extraordinary sound-

landscapes for you to discover and enjoy. 

With the "Evolving Soundscapes" set, Easy 

Sounds now offers sound collages that can 

be stylistically placed somewhere between 

ambient, electronica, and film music. The 

most important thing is that they radiate 

their own individual charm with a blend 

of acoustics and electronics. That's why 

I played these multi-layered Performances 

for you and documented short impressions 

on video.

The Yamaha MONTAGE is already very fond of animated 

or developing sound-landscapes, according to the free 

translation of the title. Whether spherical, rhythmic, 

mystical, powerful, or pulsating: Talented sound designers 

can elicit some sonic attractions from this synthesizer 

with new Samples, Arpeggiator Patterns, or FM-X. In 

addition to producer Peter Krischker, Dave Polich (USA) 

and Hans-Peter Henkel (Germany) were co-programmers 

of the premium Sound Library "Evolving Soundscapes". 

This top-class trio surely had a lot of fun during the long 

development. Both qualitatively and concerning the extent 

this Library satisfies the customer highly.

THE CONTENT  

AT A GLANCE

Evolving Soundscapes includes 32 Multi Part Performances 

and 152 Single Part Performances. The focus is on 

breathtaking pads and musical effect creations that sound 

spherical and pulsate with verve. Electronic drums and 

wobbling basses for DubStep and similar styles open up a 

wide field. A further highlight are the combined Drum/FX 

Voices, each with eight Zones and a rich Arpeggiator use.

For its new, independent sound potential, the Sound 

Library uses 128 User Waveforms that occupy a total of 

141 MB. These include high-quality FX Waves as well as 

selected synth and drum Samples. For rhythmic parts such 

as accompaniment patterns or drum grooves, there are 

200 User Arpeggios available. They are used to control 

the 8-Zone Hybrid Loops as well as the wobbling basses 

and other synthesizer sounds. 

In addition to the already mentioned content, Evolving 

Soundscapes is the first Sound Library to contain a total 

of 64 User Auditions. These are very useful if you want to 

get inspired without playing the keyboard yourself. While 

these demo sequences are running, you can intervene 

in the sound as you like and also change the Scenes 

and Arpeggios. In addition, the chord sequences of the 

User Auditions can also be used to control any Arpeggio 

Performance with different results.
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for traditional keyboard playing. In fact, you can become 

active and, depending on your taste, perform more jazzy. 

For example, the Performance "Magnetic Flux" contains a 

digital e-piano that can be played very dynamically and 

with any harmonic twist. 

For use with external DAWs, the User Auditions are also 

supplied as Standard MIDI Files.

LIVE PERFORMANCE  

DEMONSTRATED IN A  

VIDEO

The 32 Multi Part Performances of Evolving Soundscapes 

each contain a series of sounds, phrases, and drum/

percussion loops. So you will find a high arrangement 

density, which you should examine first. Drag the eight 

Sliders of the MONTAGE briefly upwards and then 

downwards. Then listen Part by Part and get to know 

which sound or Arpeggiator figure comes into play. In the 

first Performance "Trip Step", you have a deep bass on 

Part 2, which almost disappears a little in the tumult of 

the many individual spherical sounds like the percussion 

pattern on Part 1.

By the way, I didn't use pedals when recording. You can 

follow the whole use of controllers very well. With the 

Super Knob, a very wide, bright pad can be created on 

request. In the downbeat range, the Performance "The 

Random" also allows very clear and fast melodic lines, 

while in the background several Arpeggio notes tickle and 

pulsate around a rhythmic pad. The Scenes represent 

different arrangements and correspond to different parts 

of a song. 

The Performance "Atmo Freaks AF1>Guitar" suits chilly 

tracks with different spherical components, which can 

be dosed via Modulation Wheel and Super Knob. As the 

name suggests, pressing the ASSIGN-1 button gives you 

a traditional electric guitar sound that can be played with 

chords as well as solo. 

The Performance "Blue Dust" also fits for a chillout 

production. As you can see in the video, two major chords 

that change in two bars, as well as Scene changes and 

Super Knob are sufficient for a thoroughly appealing 

piece of music.

Please don't misunderstand: "Evolving Soundscapes" 

is not a special set for lounge or chillout. I only let my 

personal taste prevail in the video demos. This Library 

is also suitable for somewhat harder gaits and is always 

cineastic.

Check this Performance while Audition is running. This 

sequence demonstrates of course only one of numerous 

musical application possibilities. In my YouTube video - 

played with simple harmonics - it sounds different again. 

This live demo (see video link at the end of this article) 

presents four more Multi Part Performances of Evolving 

Soundscape. My main goal was to find out if these 

complex, multi-layered Performances are also suitable 
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FROM SIMPLE TO  

COMPLEX - AS YOU LIKE IT

It's some Multi Part Performances I get stuck on. 

"Sun Salutation", for example, stands out with its natural 

guitar picking. Here you should only change the chords 

sparingly and enjoy the tonal variations. 

The two Performances "Pungi Atmo" and "Spheric 

Ney", each with an acoustic melody instrument, allow 

traditional keyboard playing with ethnic flair. For trance-

like productions with a Tempo of about 140 bpm the 

Performance "Wild Steps AF1&2" is recommended. 

Rhythmic gate pads can be varied in sound using the 

AF1/2 buttons. 

When you turn the Super Knob, "Caterpillar" suddenly 

gives you a piano sound that allows you to create any 

melody arc. You literally have to immerse yourself in 

a Multi Part Performance. Only after more intensive 

experimentation do you understand the hidden abilities. 

This is also the case with "Blue Dust". In the bass range, 

you will find "Complextro" elements in this sound program 

that are normally found in the Electro House. Evolving 

Soundscapes" almost always mix different style elements 

to a special melange.

Single notes and chord sequences can be realised with 

this Library. Some extraordinary wobbling versions can be 

found at the basses. A rhythmic source are the Performances 

with eight Zones each, which produce beautiful groove 

arrangements together with the Arpeggiator. 

CONCLUSION

This is great cinema! Evolving Soundscapes offers plenty 

of high-quality material for your own discovery tour. 

Live keyboarders get their money's worth just as creative 

musicians working on studio projects do. Although one 

feels musically inspired when playing many Performances 

for the first time, this set has the potential to be discovered 

again and again with different details in the long run. 

Have fun immersing yourself in special cinematic sound 

worlds for the MONTAGE.

Matthias Sauer

Further information and demos can be found at  

EASY SOUNDS:

www.easysounds.de

VIDEO: 
“Yamaha Montage Evolving Soundscape“ 
https://youtu.be/zE64XOxDwj0The first 32 Performances are great for composing or 

for finding ideas in general. In practice, however, you 

are also looking for simpler sounds that can be used 

more universally. These are the Single Part Performances 

of this Sound Library. A dozen Performances called 

"FX Combination" offer abstract and partly surreal 

collage sounds. They sound warm, noble and spherical. 

Fortunately, most of the musical effects and the numerous 

excellent synthpads of this Library are musically usable. 
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With the Waveform Editor John Melas 

completes his range of software tools for 

MONTAGE and the new MODX.

An important part of both synthesizers is the Sample 

Engine. With 128 stereo voices, ample possibilities for 

editing and modulation, as well as convincing converters, 

an excellent technical basis has been laid here, which 

has been filled with a comprehensive stock of Samples 

produced exclusively for these instruments. But you've 

certainly already known this! 

But: MONTAGE and MODX are by no means limited 

to their internal ROM memory, but offer a generous 

Flash Memory (User Waveforms) with a size of 1.75 GB 

(1 GB on the MODX). This can be filled with your own 

Samples and with corresponding products from third-

party suppliers, which are then managed in User Libraries 

to provide future sound supplies. Owners of MONTAGE 

already know this functionality from the "Bösendorfer 290 

Imperial Grand Piano" Library. But this workshop is all 

about your own sounds.

If you want to use your own Samples with these instruments, 

the Waveform Editor by John Melas comes into play, which 

(in another version) already served well for the MOTIF XF 

and MOXF models. The Windows and macOS compatible 

standalone software supports a variety of audio formats 

such as AIF, WAV, MP3, WMA, FLAC, or OGG, which are 

even evaluated during import for any existing metadata 

for Loops and their automatic placement in the correct 

keyboard ranges. Ready-made Multisamples can also 

be imported from various formats, including SoundFont, 

GigaStudio, and Akai. In addition to the Skylife Sample 

Robot introduced in the last Music Production Guide, this 

opens up another way to fresh sounds. 

One should not underestimate these possibilities: With 

other Samples the sound of the instrument can be 

completely turned upside down. A selection of club-ready 

analog drums, SFX from the film industry, 8-bit sounds, 

or field recordings can be used in MONTAGE/MODX to 

mark the starting point for your own new sounds. And the 

Waveform Editor is the door to this world by preparing and 

managing these files for use in MONTAGE and MODX.

WAVEFORM EDITOR
FOR MONTAGE AND MODX 
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In contrast to other John Melas products, editing is done 

on the basis of Files on the computer and not in direct 

exchange with MONTAGE/MODX. The finished projects 

are later imported into the instrument via USB stick. The 

software supports the formats MONTAGE Backup (X7A), 

Library (X7L), and User Files (X7U) as well as the MODX 

equivalents X8A, X8L, and X8U.

TUTORIAL

In this workshop I will guide you through the operation 

of the Waveform Editor as if you had just installed the 

software.

Start the Waveform Editor and create a new User or 

Backup File via the File Menu. In preparation, you should 

also specify the settings for your audio interface and a 

MIDI keyboard in the Setup Menu.

Note: If you later want to play a group of Samples 

distributed over the keyboard, such as a series of drum 

or effect sounds, you should first group them together in 

a folder on your computer and drag them all from there 

into the workspace.

NEW SAMPLES

Make sure that the Waveform Tab is selected and drag 

some individual audio files into the left table.

If you drag multiple Samples into the large  

workspace of the software instead, you will produce a 

Multisample.

You can achieve quick results by dragging compatible 

Multisample Files into the left area instead of individual 

audio files, for example Files in SoundFont format. Since 

such SF2 Files can already contain several Samples, the 

Waveform Editor automatically creates a Performance 

with all involved Samples (Keybanks) during the import, 

for which the mapping information is already taken into 

account.

If possible, import such a SF2 File now.

Save your work via the File Menu to a USB stick that is 

prepared for working with MONTAGE/MODX. The next 

step is to import this File from the USB stick into your 

MONTAGE/MODX. You will then find the corresponding 

Performances in the User area of your instrument. You 

can select them directly, play them, and manipulate them 

using the MONTAGE/MODX options.
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By right-clicking, you can also transform any other 

entry in the Waveforms table into a Performance. 

These Performances can be viewed and renamed in the 

corresponding Tab.

On the other hand, you would probably do the 

mapping for a Drum Kit differently. In this example, 

bass drum, snare, and hihat are each on one key, 

which also corresponds to their Root Note, in order to 

be played without transposition. But of course you are 

completely free in the design of the keyboard layout.  

Anything goes.

MAPPING

For Multisamples, you can adjust the essential reference 

pitch (Root), the volume (Level), the Panorama position, 

the playable Key Range on the keyboard, and a Velocity 

Range in which the selected Sample is triggered. You 

can also specify whether the Sample is played once as a  

so-called One Shot, read backwards, or works with a 

Loop.

The values for the reference pitch as well as the lower 

and upper limits of the Keyboard Range can be set via 

MIDI. To do this, right-click in the corresponding field and 

then hit the corresponding keys on the connected MIDI 

controller/keyboard.

In this way, you can ensure the desired placement of the 

Samples in the desired Keyboard Ranges. As you can see 

in the following screen, tonal instruments are typically 

arranged in several Zones, each grouped around a 

Sample with a corresponding reference pitch. In this way, 

a Sample only needs to be transposed up and down by 

a few semitones (Key Range) before the next Sample 

follows in another Zone. Authenticity can now be further 

increased by creating Velocity Ranges in the same way, 

assuming corresponding Samples are available.

EDITING

The software's name implies it: The actual editing of the 

Samples is also possible in the Waveform Editor. The 

software limits itself to an equally useful and manageable 

basic functionality. To call up the corresponding waveform 

display as a separately scalable window (Sample Editor), 

double-click on the desired Keyboard Zone in the 

workspace.
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Using the icons in the top line you can zoom in on the 

waveform, normalize the level, transpose the Sample, fade 

in and out, and reverse the playback direction including 

undo and redo functionality.

The Start and End Points of each Sample can be entered 

directly using the handles or the number fields below. The 

same applies to the possible Sustain Loop, which ensures 

that even short Samples can be played longer. There is 

also an Alternating Loop function that copies a Sample 

forwards and backwards one after the other and thus 

extends it.

This integrated Sample Editor provides you with a virtual 

keyboard at the bottom of the screen. You can also play 

the current Sample via MIDI. You can even manipulate 

the sound with a Resonance Filter and Attack and Decay 

parameters to get a first impression of the later result in 

MONTAGE/MODX.

It makes sense to use manipulated Samples in multiple 

Performances with different settings without taking up 

additional memory space. This allows you to create many 

sound variations from a single basic sound before it even 

ends up in the synthesizer.

By the way, you can also perform some editing functions 

such as Level Normalization for multiple Samples at the 

same time. To do this, select the desired Keyboard Ranges, 

right-click on them and select Process.

often offer significantly more possibilities for Sample 

manipulation or even practical automatisms. In this 

combination only your imagination sets the limits.

REAL ADDED VALUE

A significant added value of the Waveform Editor results 

from the mentioned support of Backup and User File 

formats. Thus, corresponding Files from MONTAGE/

MODX can be opened, changed, managed, and even 

converted bidirectionally at any time. Even better: In 

addition to the management of User Samples and 

Performances, any User Arpeggios, Motion Sequences, 

and Live Sets can also be managed.

CONCLUSION

For power users who want to work with their own or 

externally manipulated Samples in MONTAGE and 

MODX, John Melas' Waveform Editor is a real playground. 

At the same time, the software, 

which costs affordable 60 

Euros, is almost indispensable 

for the management of this data 

due to its data organisation 

capabilities, since the 

synthesizers pass here.

Ulf Kaiser

The Waveform Editor is available from:

www.jmelas.gr

Note: You should perform more complex Sample 

manipulations in a dedicated Sample Editor such as 

Steinberg WaveLab Pro and WaveLab Elements before 

importing them into the Waveform Editor. These products 
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VARIOUS PADS

Each Drum Kit consists of different materials. But as with 

any E-Drum-Kit, most parts are made of rubber, plastic, 

or metal. Of course, the different parts also need their 

own way of care. 

RUBBER CARE

DTX Cymbal Pads are often heavily used and hitting them 

with sticks creates light spots. Many sticks are varnished 

and this varnish leaves traces. In this case damp toilet 

tissues or baby care tissues have proved their worth. It is 

very important that you do not use cleaning cloths which 

contain alcohol! In most cases, the wipes contain additives 

such as aloe vera or chamomile, which is no problem for 

the Pads. The wipes don't have to be expensive, the cheap 

baby wipes from the supermarket next door are working 

fine.

There is always the question whether and 

how you can best maintain your Drum Kit 

and which care products to use and which 

not. Over the years I have tried out many 

different products. Now I have my own little 

tricks which I would like to share with you 

in this little workshop. 

HOW TO MAINTAIN  
YOUR E-DRUM-KIT
TIPS AND TRICKS FOR THE CLEANING OF DTX DRUMS

BEFORE

AFTER

YAMAHA.COM 12
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You just have to rub the Cymbal Pads with these tissues 

until they are clean and shiny. They will dry quickly and 

look like as if they just came out of the box. Also the 

rubber Pads or the silicone Pads can be cleaned very well 

with them. Pampers Sensitive, for example, has proven its 

worth here. In Germany, the price for 12 pieces is approx. 

1.99 EUR. 

ADDITIONAL HINT FOR 

RUBBER CARE

I don't wear latex clothing myself, but by 

chance someone came up with the idea of 

trying out a care product for latex clothing. 

I can recommend the following: Pjur Cult 

Ultra Shine, about 13 EUR on the Internet 

(German price).

With this agent you can clean directly 

or add a finish after having cleaned 

with baby tissues. I usually use a  

microfibre cloth for this. The effect is really 

great.

IMPORTANT T IP: If you 

play acoustic drums and 

electronic drums, please 

use an own pair of sticks for 

the electronic drums, do not 

use the same pair as for the 

acoustic drums. The sticks are 

extremely stressed by metal 

cymbals and the rims and are therefore partially defective, 

which is not good for the material of the electronic Drum 

Pads.

PLASTIC PARTS  

OF THE RACK

The plastic Clamps are easy to maintain, 

because mostly they aren't hit. But again, 

you should not work with alcoholic care 

products. Instead, plastic care tissues for 

cars work very well. Here, I can recommend 

Sonax cleaning wipes, which are available 

for matt and glossy surfaces, a pack is 

about 6 EUR (German price). 

SOUND MODULE  

AND RACK BARS

Of course you have to be very careful here. First switch 

off the device and disconnect the mains plug from the 

power supply. I usually use a kitchen paper with a small 

splash of glass cleaner to clean the display or buttons, 

also varnished Rack bars can be cleaned very well with 

this. For the plastic housing you can also use the plastic 

care tissues as for the Clamps.

CARE FOR THE METAL 

PARTS, HIHAT, AND FOOT 

MACHINE

As a hardware manufacturer, Yamaha can draw on many 

years of experience. The chrome plating of the hardware 

and the foot machines are absolutely professional and 

enjoy an excellent reputation in the drum scene. However, 

if a kit is always set up in the basement, you should 

sometimes maintain the hardware. For pedal machines 

like HiHat and Kick-Pedal a small drop of oil from time to 

time is usually enough. But don't overdo it, otherwise the 

drum carpet gets dirty. 

The Cymbal Holders etc. can possibly be cleaned every 

three years with a chrome paste. Many people also know 

these pastes from motorcycles or cars. I recommend the 

standard paste: Autosol Metal Polish for approx. 5 EUR 

(German price). 

CONCLUSION

The one who loves his set, takes care of it! I hope 

I could give valuable tips and look forward to the 

next workshop. Workshop dates can be found at:  

www.drumsforyou.de

Your Ralf Mersch
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On the last page of the Music Production 
Guide a link can be found to download a zip-
file containing all previous editions (in the Box 
„Music Production Guide History“).

In addition, we offer the opportunity to access all previous 

issues online. The Music Production Guide Archive is available 

from everywhere you've got connection to the internet.

A simple click on the issue is all you have to do to open and 

download it as a PDF.

The link to the English editions:

http://www.easysounds.eu/mpghistory/history_en.htm

The link to the German editions:

http://www.easysounds.eu/mpghistory/index.html

MUSIC PRODUCTION GUIDES –  
COMPLETE ARCHIVE ONLINE
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By popular request, the Essential Knowledge Guides from previous years are now available 
for free download from our archives. 

Essential Knowledge Guides like these usually appear directly at the launch of an instrument and are intended to present its 

features and provide basic knowledge on how to use the instrument.

DTX ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE GUIDE 

http://easysounds.eu/DTX_EssentialKnowledgeGuide_EN.pdf

MOTIF XF ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE GUIDE 

http://easysounds.eu/MOTIFXF_EssentialKnowledgeGuide_EN.pdf

MOXF ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE GUIDE 

http://easysounds.eu/MOXF_EssentialKnowledgeGuide_EN.pdf

M X BU/BK ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE GUIDE 

http://easysounds.eu/MX_BU_BK_EssentialKnowledgeGuide_EN.pdf

M X88 ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE GUIDE 

http://easysounds.eu/MX88_EssentialKnowledgeGuide_EN.pdf

MONTAGE ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE GUIDE 

http://easysounds.eu/MONTAGE_EssentialKnowledgeGuide_EN.pdf

MODX ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE GUIDE 

http://easysounds.eu/MODX_EssentialKnowledgeGuide_EN.pdf

ESSENTIAL  
KNOWLEDGE  
GUIDE ARCHIVE
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PERFORMANCE KIT

The "Performance Kit" consists of the following  

components:

•	MX49/MX61	Performance	Library

•	WAV	 pool	 with	 about	 200	WAV	 files	 totaling	 93	MB	

(drum	loops,	vocal	and	vocoder	phrases,	sound	effects,	

and	atmospheres)

•	MIDI	loops	&	arpeggios

LIVE INSTRUMENTS

„Live Instruments“ includes a high-quality collection of 

sounds of the categories piano, electric piano, clavinet, 

organ, mellotron, strings, brass section, and synth. So it's 

a selection of instruments that all keyboardists in bands 

require regularly. 

•	100	Voices

•	32	Performances,	divided	into: 

SPLIT	Performances	(Instruments	&	ARP)	

LIVE	Performances	(Split	&	Layer)	

LIVE	Performances	(Single)	

LIVE	HYBRID	Performances

Yamaha offers free additional, yet high-quality content for MX49/61/88 users. It was produced 
by Yamaha Music Europe in cooperation with EASY SOUNDS.

VINTAGE SYNTHS 

FOR MX V2

The promotional soundset "Vintage Synths for MX V2" was 

produced by Yamaha Music Europe in cooperation with 

Cool Webinars. It contains a high-quality compilation of 

Voices from the Categories Synth Lead, Synth Bass, Organ, 

Synth Comp, Synth Strings, Pads, and Special Effects. In 

addition, some of the Performances highly integrate the 

FM Tone Generator from the iOS App "FM Essential".

The focus of this soundset is set to Synthesizer Voices. 

Many Voices include the FM Waveforms that are contained 

in the ROM of the MX V2. Virtually all Voices have been 

programmed with only sparingly applied Effects or special 

Effects to underline the vintage character. Those who want 

to go the full monty can deactivate the Effects completely 

with the turn of a Knob in most Voices and Performances.

The promotional soundset contains:

•	110	Voices

•	40	Performances,	which	contain:	

32	FM	Essential	HYBRID	Performances	(Split	&	Layer)	

8	SPLIT	Performances	(Split/Layer	&	ARP)

To get this free goodies simply write an e-mail with the keyword „MX Goodies“ to:

mxgoodies@easysounds.de

After successful registration you will get an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS containing the download link for the activation of 

the content.

YAMAHA-GOODIES  
FOR MX49/61/88: 
LIVE INSTRUMENTS  
PERFORMANCE KIT
VINTAGE SYNTHS

YAMAHA.COM 16

MUSIC PRODUCTION GUIDE 06|2018 



The free MOX „Sound & Groove Kit“ is available for all registered users of the MOX.

This soundset includes an „Electronic & Dance“ soundlibrary featuring 128 Voices - a selection of the best synth-sounds from 

the EASY SOUNDS soundlibraries for the MOTIF series.

In addition, the package includes a WAV loop pool with drums, synths, vocals, sound effects, and atmospheres for Cubase 

AI and other DAWs.

Registration for this goodie is done by writing an informal e-mail with the keyword „MOX“ to this e-mail address:

moxgoodies@easysounds.de

EASY SOUNDS SOUNDSETS FOR MOX

The popular MOTIF soundlibrary from EASY SOUNDS is also available in MOX format.

MOX „SOUND & GROOVE KIT“

•	Yamaha	MOX	„Stage	&	Studio“	

•	Yamaha	MOX	„Phat	Analog“	

•	Yamaha	MOX	„Organ	Session“	

•	Yamaha	MOX	„Hypnotic	Stepz“	

•	Yamaha	MOX	„Chill	Xperience“	

•	Yamaha	MOX	„Mystic	Spheres“	

•	Yamaha	MOX	„Dance	Xpanded“

The following products are available:

•	Yamaha	MOX	„Live	Instruments“

•	Yamaha	MOX	„Nature	of	Chill“

•	Yamaha	MOX	„Dance	Pro“

•	Yamaha	MOX	„Phat	Analog	II“

•	Yamaha	MOX	„Xtasyn“	

•	Yamaha	MOX	„Synth	Xtreme“	

•	Yamaha	MOX	„Magical	Pads“	

Visit the EASY SOUNDS online shop:

www.easysounds.de

YAMAHA.COM 17
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YAMAHA CP1 ARTIST PERFORMANCES

A free soundset in excellent quality is abvailable for every CP1 user.

A total of 64 Performances were programmed by renowned sound designers Johannes Waehneldt and Peter Jung on behalf 

of Yamaha Music Europe.

The soundset can be requested by sending an e-mail to 

cp1goodies@easysounds.de

containing the keyword „CP1 Artist“.

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS containing a link where 

the file can be downloaded.

18YAMAHA.COM
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MOTIF XF  
FLASH MEMORY  
CONTENT

Yamaha is working with third party software 

vendors to offer an extensive amount of 

free and optional Flash Memory content for 

registered MOTIF XF users.

The flash memory content package  

„Inspiration In A Flash“ make a perfect first stock for a 

sample-library of up to 2 GB for the non-volatile Flash  

Memory of the MOTIF XF. This content package  

contains three new User Voice Banks, 353 User Waveforms, 

458 MB of Samples and 12 User Drum Kits. It focusses on 

the sound categories piano, organ, brass & reeds, pads, 

synths, oriental instruments and drums.

These Voice Banks can be individually  

loaded into the volatile SDRAM of the  

MOTIF XF, if no Flash Memory Module is installed.

The „Symphonic Orchestra Library“ features 128 User 

Voices, 34 User Waveforms and 336 MB Samples 

(979 Keybanks). 

The orchestra library produced by Prof. Dr. Peter Jung 

(Duisburg-Essen, Germany) is based on recordings that 

were created over the past five years with the participation 

of two well-known Central European symphony orchestras. 

The recorded sounds are very lively and authentic. Some 

feature delicate impressions of „disturbances“ that are  

typical for strings, such as the sound of slightly hitting the 

instrument body with the bow. All recordings were digitally 

processed on PCs, collaborating with well-known sound 

designers.

In addition to the orchestra sounds the Voice bank also 

contains sounds of categories like Electric Organ, Pipe  

Organ, Acoustic Piano, and Electric Piano.

To be able to load the complete All-file a Flash Expansion 

Memory Module (512 MB or 1 GB) is required. Single 

Voices can also be loaded into the SDRAM memory of the 

MOTIF XF (volatile sample memory).

This free content for the MOTIF XF can be requested by  

sending an e-mail containing the keywords „MOTIF XF  

Inspiration & Symphonic“ to:

xfgoodies@easysounds.de

The MOTIF XF user will receive an e-mail from EASY 

SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file can 

be downloaded.
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Yamaha offers another free soundset for 

the MOTIF / MOXF that is dealing with a 

truly legendary Yamaha synthesizer: the 

Virtual Acoustic Synthesizers VP1.

The VP1 sounds brutal. The sound impresses by an 

amazing vitality, coupled with amazing stereo renderings. 

There is no doubt that even after almost twenty years  

the VP1 can sonically compete with current workstations. 

It was and is a truly remarkable result of exquisite 

engineering.

sound, by varying the parameter values, can be 

dynamically changed using the numerous performance 

functions of VP1. 

The author Prof. Dr. Peter Juung has carefully recorded 

sounds of the VP1 and created a sound set. The VP1 

soundset includes 565MB of sample data. Everything was 

recorded in stereo and organised in 19 Waveforms, which 

rely on 536 Keybanks. From these Waveforms 48 Voices 

whose character was previously only found in the original 

were programmed exclusively for the MOTIF and MOXF. 

The soundset takes us into the magical world of "Physical 

Modeling" synthesis of the VP1. 

The soundset "VP1 MOTIF" can be requested by writing an 

e-mail with the subject "VP1" to:

vp1@easysounds.de

After successful registration you will get an e-mail from 

EASY SOUNDS containing the download link for the 

activation of the content. 

DER VP1 FROM THE INSIDE

The VP1 uses "Physical Modeling". With the help of a 

physical model, e.g. of a stringed instrument, you can 

get an actual sound by setting the parameter values. 

The excitement, e.g. a pick or a bow brings virtual kinetic 

energy into the model, which is made to audible sound by 

the model. 

A sound generated with the "Physical Modeling" synthesis 

is not a simple snapshot that does not change like with 

pure sampling. Rather than that, the "physical modeling" 

SOUNDSET FOR MOTIF XF UND MOXF

VP1 PHYSICAL MODELING
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In special cases some birthdays are 
celebrated quite more than a single day - 
which is also true for the tenth anniversary 
of the Yamaha MOTIF.  Wojtek Olszak pulls 
that event back into memory with his 10th 
Anniversary Pack. 

This 10th Anniversary Pack uses samples from previously 

published promotional soundsets, namely:  

•	Chicks	Mark	V

•	Peter	Jung's	CS-80

•	CF	-	CP1

The 64 Voices of this pack are roughly divided into the 

following categories: 

•	Acoustic	Pianos

•	E-Pianos	/	Clavinets

•	CS-80	Leads

•	CS-80	Brasses

•	Pads

•	Strings

•	Organs

•	Miscellaneous

The free soundset "10th Anniversary Pack for MOTIF XF by 

Wojtek Olszak" can be ordered by writing an e-mail with 

the subject "10th Anniversary Pack" to: 

10th_anni_wo@easysounds.de	

Immediately after registration you will receive an e-mail 

from EASY SOUNDS containing the download link for the 

activation of the content.
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The recent Goodies contained almost 
exclusively User Voices and Samples. For 
some time now many users, however, 
expressed to get new content in the field 
of Performances and Live Mixings. Yamaha 
Europe now corresponds to this wish and 
provides new sound sets: Hybrid Live 
Performances for MOTIF XF and MOXF.

The following Performance Sets are included in the 

downlad:

HYBRID PERFOR MER - SET 1

32	Performances

Performance	mode

Programmed	by	HaPe	Henkel	and	Peter	Krischker

HYBRID PERFOR MER - SET 2

16	Hybrid	Live	Performances		

Song	Mixing	mode

Programmed	by	HaPe	Henkel

HYBRID PERFOR MER - SET 3

32	Hybrid	Live	Performances

Song	Mixing	mode

These	Performances	are	based	on	chart	titles	using		

the	User	Sound	Library	that	has	been	launched	some	

years	ago		

Programmed	by	Jean	Moric	Behrends

As you can see above, the first set contains "traditional" 

Performances.

The sets 2 and 3 on the other hand contain "Hybrid 

Live Performances", which are very popular among live 

keyboardists.

Hybrid Live Performances are Mixings at the highest 

level and with the broadest capabilities. They contain 

not only complex layer or split programmings, but even 

allow to switch between sounds without interruption. 

Many ambitious and professional keyboardist prefer these 

special Live Performances over traditional Performances 

with their four different Parts.

A Hybrid Live Performance is created in the Song or 

Pattern Mixing mode. In contrast to the Performance 

mode, up to 16 Parts are available here. In a Hybrid Live 

Performance groups can be formed with different MIDI 

Receive Channels (Receive Ch.). Thus, within a single 

Mixing even more than one Performance can be realised. 

They can be selected by using the TRACK SELECT buttons 

without having the previous sound cut off.

A common download folder is set up for the three sets of 

the Hybrid Performer series.

The sets are available for MOTIF XF and MOXF and  

can be requested by writing an e-mail with the subject 

"Hybrid" to:

hybridperformer@easysounds.de

After registration you will receive an e-mail containing a 

download link from EASY SOUNDS with a clearance for 

the content.

MOTIF XF / MOXF  
PERFORMANCE SOUND-
SET „HYBRID PERFORMER“

YAMAHA.COM 22

MUSIC PRODUCTION GUIDE 06|2018 



MOTIF XS: 
EUROPEAN LOYALTY PROGRAM AND 
ORIENTAL SOUNDSET

The „European Loyalty Program” offers MOTIF XS users free additional but nonetheless high-
class content.

It is mainly a premium Voice and Sample library produced by EASY SOUNDS in collaboration with Yamaha Music Europe 

which contains the following:

•	The	3-layers	Yamaha	S700	stereo	piano	(32	MB	compressed)	

•	„Sweet	Voices“	and	choir	and	scatvoices	from	the	Yamaha	Tyros

•	Best-of	compilations	of	the	optional	soundsets	from	EASY	SOUNDS	

•	A	WAV	pool	containing	200	WAV	files	with	93	MB	in	total

The MOTIF XS soundset „Oriental Instruments & Percussion“ was produced by turkish musicians and contains the following:

•	36	Performances

•	128	Voices

•	9	User	Drum	Voices

•	113	User	Waveforms	/	84	MB	Samples	of	oriental	instruments

•	6	Turkish	Authentic	Micro	Tunings

„Oriental Instruments“ is developed for the use in both traditional and modern turkish music and is based on authentic 

samples of oriental musical instruments. Nonetheless these special oriental instruments can be used in music styles like pop, 

world, chill out, ambient and whatever you can imagine.

To register for the loyalty program and the oriental soundset simply write an e-mail with the keyword  

„MOTIF XS Goodies“ to:

sxgoodies@easysounds.de

As soon as the registration process is complete, the MOTIF XS user will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with a 

password and a link where the file can be downloaded.
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S90 XS / S70 XS:  
SOUNDPACKAGE

A free „Soundpackage“ with additional high-class content is available for  
S90 XS / S70 XS users. 

This Soundpackage is produced by EASY SOUNDS under contract to Yamaha Music Europe and contains the following:

•	Soundset	„Pop	&	Dance“	-	128	professional	Voices	from	the	EASY	SOUNDS	library	

•	Soundset	„Vocoder	Dreamz“	containing	40	Vocoder	Voices

•	A	WAV	pool	containing	200	WAV	files	with	a	total	size	of	93	MB	

This free soundpackage can be requested by sending an e-mail containing the keyword „S90 XS / S70 XS Soundpackage“ to:

s90xsgoodies@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file can be downloaded.

MOTIF-RACK XS:  
SOUND & INFOPACKAGE

MOTIF-RACK XS users can obtain the free „Sound & Infopackage“ that‘s produced by EASY 
SOUNDS under contract to Yamaha Music Europe.

The software package contains a Soundset (128 Voices), a WAV pool with 200 loops and audio phrases, a demo song, and 

a comprehensive guide plus tips & tricks.

This free soundpackage can be requested by sending an e-mail containing the keyword „MOTIF-RACK XS Sound & 

Infopackage“ to:

mrxgoodies@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file can be downloaded.
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Users of the MO6 / MO8, S90 ES, and MOTIF-RACK ES can obtain a free Sound & Infopackage 
that‘s produced by EASY SOUNDS under contract to Yamaha Music Europe.

This includes the soundset „Pop Xpanded“ with 192 profesional live- and arpeggio-Voices. Furthermore a comprehensive 

documentation and other useful tips & tricks are included. 

This free soundpackage can be requested by sending an e-mail containing the keyword „Pop Xpanded“ to:

popxpanded@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file can be downloaded.

S90 ES, MOTIF-RACK ES, MO6/MO8:  
SOUND & INFOPACKAGE

TENORI-ON:  
EUROPEAN VOICE & SAMPLEBANK

Yamaha Music Europe and EASY SOUNDS provide their free soundlibrary „European Voice & 
Samplebank“ to all Tenori-On users. 

The downloadable file (48 MB) contains the following:

•	18	Tenori-On	User	Voices	(Samplings)

•	4	Tenori-On	Demos	(AllBlock-Files)

•	268	Samples	in	WAV-Format	(19	MB)

•	Comprehensive	PDF	documentation

This free sound library can be requested by sending an e-mail containing the keyword „Tenori-On European“ to:

tenorion@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file can be downloaded.
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Yamaha offers free content for DTX900K, DTX950K, and DTXTREMEIII.

There are five content packages available for download:

•	Extra	Content	1	-	Jazz	Kit	(4	Drum	Kits)

•	Extra	Content	2	-	Rock	Kit	(13	Drum	Kits)

•	Extra	Content	3	-	Electronic	Kit	(15	Drum	Kits)

•	Extra	Content	4	-	Vintage	Kit	(6	Drum	Kits)

•	Extra	Content	5	-	Oak	Kit	(6	Drum	Kits)

Altogether there are 44 Drum Kits (containing 150 MB samples) available. For more information and the download links visit

http://de.yamaha.com/de/support/

Go to the Downloads / Driver and Software section and enter the name of your drum kit model.

OCEAN WAY DRUMS DTXPANSION KIT 

These three Drum Kits have been produced by Yamaha‘s sound designer Dave Polich and are based on the sample library 

from Ocean Way (Sonic Reality).

The Drum Kits feature a very complex programming containing multiple velocity layers. You can download the file at:

http://www.dtxperience.com/dtxpansion.php	

FREE DRUM KITS  
FOR DTX900 & DTXTREMEII I
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Yamaha provides 25 high quality Drum Kits (75 MB) for the DTX-MULTI 12 for free download.  

It is the same content that has been available for some time now for DTX900K, DTX950K, and DTXTREMEIII.

Here‘s an overview of the available Kits, which are divided into two files: 

File 1 = Acoustic Kits 

•	Jazz	Maple	(5	variations)

•	Oak	X	Single	(5	variations)

•	Vintage	(5	variations)

•	Rock	Single	(5	variations)	

File 2 = Electronic Kits

•	ClasscDance	

•	Classic	RX	

•	Drum’n’Bass	

•	HipHop90bpm	

•	House	128bpm

More information and download links can be found here:

http://download.yamaha.com	

First select your country and then enter DTX-MULTI12 into the search form.

FREE DRUM KITS  
FOR THE DTX-MULTI 12
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DTX-MULTI 12 SOUNDSET:  
„ORIENTAL PERCUSSION“

The DTX Electronic Percussion Pad MULTI-12 uses many of the high-end features and sounds 
from the DTX and MOTIF series and provides an optimum tool for live drumming, productions 
or rehearsals. 

With over 1,200 high-class sounds - including newly-developed drum, percussion and keyboard sounds - the DTX-12 MULTI 

enriches any musical situation. Up to 200 User Sets can be programmed and added with effects to get ready for every 

conceivable musical style with the best sounds around. In addition, the large 64MB Flash-ROM Wave-Memory can be filled 

with additional samples which then can be assigned to the Pads.

Now the soundset „Oriental Percussion“ for the DTX-MULTI 12 is available for registered users. It is provided by EASY 

SOUNDS on behalf of Yamaha Music Europe - free of charge.

The download package includes the following:

•	50	Patterns

•	24	Kits

•	132	User	Waves	(18	MB	Samples)

The soundset has been designed primarily for traditional and modern Turkish music. It‘s based on authentic samples of 

oriental percussion instruments.

The oriental instruments are however well suited for use in other music styles such as Pop, World, Chill Out, Ambient, etc.

„Oriental Percussion“ was programmed by the Turkish musician and producer Mert Topel.

Since 1990 Mert Topel is working as a musician with nationally and internationally known pop and rock stars such as 

Tarkan (1993-2008) and many others. Mert recorded several albums as a producer of jazz, fusion, rock bands, and singers 

like Kirac, Mor ve Otesi, Gülden Goksen, Grizu etc. He also has his own jazz-rock band „Fenomen“, which published its 

first album in 2006 - with very good response from jazz lovers. Another project is a collaboration with Alper Maral in the 

production of an electro-acoustic-oriented album called „The Voltage Control Project“, which appeared in 2010.

The DTX-12 MULTI Patterns produced by Mert Topel should inspire the musician in the first place and serve as basis for his 

own music productions.

This free soundset can be requested by sending an e-mail containing the keyword „DTX-M12 Oriental“ to:

dtxmulti12@easysounds.de

The user will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file can be downloaded.
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MONTAGE PREMIUM SOUNDLIBRARIES 
FROM EASY SOUNDS

MONTAGE „PHAT ANALOG“
Synthleads, pads & more! Time less Performance Library with a Minimoog emulation (Leadsynths), 
Jupiter-8 pad and arpeggio sounds, and many more analogue synth sounds based on original 
samples. The ultimate analogue extension for MONTAGE!

MONTAGE „NATURE OF CHILL“
Exquisite Performance collection for chill out, lounge, ambient, electronic, and related musical 
styles of popular music. In addition to broad, effective, and atmospheric synthesizer sounds the 164 
Performances also include remakes of traditional instrument sounds from the fields of piano, electric 
piano, and guitar.

MONTAGE „L IVE ORGAN“
"Live Organ" emulates the sound of the legendary Hammond B3. In order to realise the highest possible 
authenticity and the original Hammond feeling in a way not been seen before, the samples already 
contain the slow / fast Leslie and the typical Hammond distortion. The internal effects of MONTAGE 
like Rotary Speaker or Distortion are not required for this type of sampling.

MONTAGE „L IVE INSTRUMENTS“
Performance Library with high-quality sounds of the categories piano, electric piano, clavinet, organ, 
Mellotron, strings, brass section, synth. Popular selection of instruments that are always required by 
keyboard players in bands. In addition, the Library contains drum sounds and Arpeggio Performances 
that offer inspiration and idea material for productions.

MONTAGE „XTASYN“
Up-to-date synth and drum sounds for dance / trance / house / electronica / pop / chill out. Can be 
used for mainstream chart-oriented productions as well as for progressive dance / trance / techno / 
eletronic tracks.

MONTAGE „PHAT ANALOG I I “
Timeless Voice and Sample Library featuring an emulation of popular sounds from Oberheim 
Synthesizers (OBX, OB8, Matrix12...) and the Jupiter-8. The ultimate analogue extension for MONTAGE! 
Most of them are polyphonic synth sounds like synthbrass, synthstrings, pads, and synthcomps - but 
you'll also find leadsynths for synthpop, sequencer and arpeggio sounds, and FX sounds.

MONTAGE „DANCE PRO“
Top-of-the-notch selection of modern, powerful Performances for Dance, Trance, House, Pop, and 
Electronic. Up-to-date commercial and progressive, highly assertive Dance sound. Innovative "DJ Mix" 
and "Electronic Mix" Performances for intuitive realtime arranging by using the eight Sliders. Easy Edit 
with eight Assignable Knobs.

MONTAGE „ORGAN SESSION“
Wonderful smacky organ sounds with concise key click and controllable percussion. Crunchy Hammond 
sound with adjustable distortion, old-school entertainer organs, sacral drawbar registrations, and cool 
jazz sounds. Due to the improved distortion and rotary effects, this MONTAGE version of "Organ 
Session" is even more authentic than the MOTIF version. Use the Sliders to control the drawbars like 
on a real Hammond.
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OPTIONAL SOUNDSETS FOR  
MOTIF / MOXF / MOX AND S SERIES

EASY SOUNDS „Live Organ“

EASY SOUNDS „Energy“

EASY SOUNDS „Dance Pro“

EASY SOUNDS „Evolving Soundscapes“

EASY SOUNDS „Live Instruments“

EASY SOUNDS „Nature of Chill“

EASY SOUNDS „Xtasyn“

EASY SOUNDS „FM Xpanded“

EASY SOUNDS „Phat Analog“ 

EASY SOUNDS „Phat Analog II“

EASY SOUNDS „Chill Xperience“

EASY SOUNDS „Drum Performer“

EASY SOUNDS „Stage & Studio“

EASY SOUNDS „Dance Xpanded“

EASY SOUNDS „Synth Xtreme“

EASY SOUNDS „Hypnotic Stepz“

EASY SOUNDS „Magical Pads“

EASY SOUNDS „Mystic Spheres“

EASY SOUNDS „Vocoder Dreamz“ 

EASY SOUNDS „Organ Session“

DCP Productions „Vintage Keys“

DCP Productions „Pulse“

DCP Productions „Axxe“

DCP Productions „Air“

DCP Productions „Studio Drums“

The above soundsets are available for the following 

devices:

MOTIF XF, MOXF, MOTIF XS, S90 XS, S70 XS, MOX, 

MOTIF ES, S90 ES, MO6/MO8, MOTIF-RACK XS, 

MOTIF-RACK ES. Some soundsets are not available 

in all formats. The most recent soundsets are offered 

primarily for MOTIF XF, MOXF, and MOTIF XS. Each 

soundset contains 128 Voices. Depending on the device, 

additional content such as Performances, Samples, 

User Arpeggios, and WAV Loops are included.

The soundsets are available from: 

EASY SOUNDS – Peter Krischker 

vertrieb@easysounds.de 

www.easysounds.de
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IMPRINT &  
FURTHER LINKS

IMPORTANT WEBSITES  

FOR YAMAHA USERS

Official international Yamaha website for synthesizers 

including a comprehensive download section 

www.yamahasynth.com

Official website of Yamaha Music Europe GmbH  

www.yamaha-europe.com

American MOTIF support website including message 

board + KEYFAX webshop + downloads  

www.motifator.com

EASY SOUNDS website + webshop sounds and  

USB sticks for Yamaha synths  

www.easysounds.eu

John Melas  

Editors for Yamaha synthesizers and DTX E-Drums 

www.jmelas.gr

Cool Webinars 

Support for Yamaha synthesizers and more  

www.cool-webinars.com

MUSIC PRODUCTION  

GUIDE HISTORY

You can download all English editions already  

published as one single ZIP file using this link to the  

EASY SOUNDS website: 

www.easysounds.eu/NewsGuidesEN.zip

A total summary of all topics ever discussed in the  

Music Production Guide can be found here: 

www.easysounds.eu/mpghistory/history_en.htm

YAMAHA MUSIC PRODUCTION GUIDE

The official News Guide about the Yamaha Music Production product series and Computer Music Instruments is 

distributed as a free PDF since November 2006. 

Published by In cooperation with

The free Music Production Guide contains news, tips & tricks, software offers, and interviews on and around Yamaha 

synthesizers of the MONTAGE series, MODX series, MOTIF series, MOX/MOXF series, MX series, reface, S series, MO series, 

MM series, Tenori-On, and for the E-Drums of the DTX series plus articles about recording, software, and Computer Music 

Instruments.

You can subscribe or unsubscribe to the free Music Production Guide by sending an informal e-mail to:

motifnews@easysounds.de
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EASY SOUNDS 

Peter Krischker 
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21033 Hamburg 

Germany 

Phone: +49 40 - 738 62 23

Yamaha Music Europe GmbH 
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25462 Rellingen 

Germany 

Phone: +49 41 01 - 30 30 

e-mail: motifnews@easysounds.de
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