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#yamahasynths

„The Yamaha Montage really has taken performance keyboards to the next level,

there‘s so much crammed in there you will never get bored! The FM engine is so exciting.“

Matt Johnson | Jamiroquai



Calculated from the release date of the 

MONTAGE series, the Firmware Update 

to version 1.60 is almost matching the 

MONTAGE's age in years. In addition to 

the obligatory small bug fixes, the update 

brings significant workflow improvements 

and two new Effects.  

As you are used to from us, you will find some details and 

information that go beyond the Supplementary Manual 

for this version. 

EFFECTS AND  

PERFORMANCES

The update adds a new Effect to the Category „Tech“ - it‘s 

called the „Spiralizer“. Overall, there are four variants of 

this new Effect available, which can be used as Insert and 

Common Variation Effect. It is hard to describe this Effect 

in words – the Spiralizer adds frequencies on the basis of 

a Phaser (Variant „P“) or Flanger (Variant „F“), which kind 

of embrace the audio signal in a virtual, endless spiral.

Both variants are also available with a synced LFO. 

The Spiralizer is definitively created for outstanding 

synthesizer-effects. Thanks to its vast set of  

parameters the results can vary from very subtle to really 

going crazy.  

MONTAGE‘s memory concept proves it‘s advantageous at 

this point, for it makes it possible to add new Performances 

to the „Factory“ content that make use of the new features 

that were added by the Firmware Update. So – there are 

NEW FUNCTIONS
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eight new Performances which greatly demonstrate the 

Spiralizer Effect. You can find them on the new Preset Live 

Set Page 3, called „Sprializer & Synth“.  

is a separate Motion Sequence, known to be the only 

one that works on the Super Knob. As this results in an 

automation, the page was previously accessible via the 

"Knob Auto" tab. That has remained the same. In my 

opinion the new button with the corresponding name is 

more in line with the goal and will not only help new users 

to find their way around better and/or faster. 

With the help of "Edit Super Knob" you get to the 

Common/Audio area, where the Controller Settings for 

the Performance are defined at the Common level. This 

level is in principle already arranged below the Super 

Knob, because here the Common Assignable Knobs are 

assigned to their Destinations. This allows you to enter 

the Controller matrix from the Performance Home Screen 

on a meaningful path - without having to press the[EDIT] 

button. So, the update guides you step by step through 

all the necessary settings required for a fast Super Knob 

assignment.

Although the Cutoff parameter may seem a bit overused 

from the tutorials here, there are several reasons why it is 

still very suitable for the following example. I start with a 

Single-Part Performance that doesn't include Super Knob 

routings. 

Starting from the Performance Home Screen, the following 

steps are required to assign the Cutoff to the Super Knob:

•	Display	Menu	“Motion	Control”

•	Display	Menu	“Super	Knob”

•	Quick	Link	“Edit	Super	Knob”	-	Display	Filter	=	Super	

Knob

•	Select	„+“

•	Set	„Destination	1“	to	Part	1	>	Assign	1	

•	Set	 „Parameter“	 to	 Element	 >	 Cutoff	 (Polarity	 =	 Bi,	

Ratio	=	ca.	15)

With this new user guidance, it is not necessary to select 

the different Edit levels "Common" and "Part" via their 

buttons. 

Parallel to this article, a YouTube video is available 

that demonstrates the features described above:  

https://youtu.be/m5UD0770K4k

SHORTCUTS

In some MONTAGE display pages there was (and still is) 

room for further menus and buttons. In fact, I‘ve read 

diverse speculations in several internet message boards 

about what „free space“ could be used for which funtion. 

With this Update some of these „vacancies“ have been 

filled with practical shortcuts.

There are many settings for the Super Knob which can be 

reached directly from the Home Screen using this path:

Motion	Control	>	Super	Knob

Here, Firmware Version 1.50 had implemented the 

buttons for the “Super Knob Link”. 

Now with Version 1.60 two new shortcuts were added 

to this display. The new button “Edit Super Knob Motion 

Sequence” opens the corresponding display page. There 
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SHORT DISTANCES

The Super Knob has been added to the "Display Filter" in 

the entire Controller Routing area. 

The Display Filter should help to keep track of the possible 

"Controller Routing jungle". Here you can set a Source 

(Controller Source) and display all the routings assigned 

to this Source. If the Filter is set to "All", all connections are 

displayed, usually spread over several screens. The actual 

selection of a Controller Source is not - or not exclusively 

- made via the Display Filter, but via the "Source" button. 

Although the selection in the Filter selects and displays a 

"Source", it is possible to select or change a Source directly 

and without using the Filter. 

If the Super Knob is now active in the Display Filter of 

the page "Common/Audio > Control > Control Assign", 

a much better overview is obtained immediately. In the 

area of the Parameters below the Destinations, only those 

Parameters from the Common Routings were displayed 

so far. If the Destination is a Part Assignable Knob, with 

the new Firmware Version this area also shows a reduced 

extract of the Part Parameters, immediate changes are 

also possible. 

Even a jump to the entire set of Parameters of the Part 

Controller Routing is possible directly from here.

This new user guidance is rounded off by the logical fact 

that there is also a quick-link back to the Common Routings 

on the page of the detailed Part Controller Settings. 

As already stated above, please watch the video on 

YouTube: https://youtu.be/m5UD0770K4k

Have fun, 

Hans-Peter Henkel

DOWNLOAD

As usual, the update can be found on Yamaha's 

download page for the MONTAGE series:

ht tps://europe.yamaha.com/en/products/music_

produc t ion/synthesizers/montage/downloads.

html#product-tabs
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MONTAGE PREMIUM SOUNDLIBRARIES 
FROM EASY SOUNDS

MONTAGE „PHAT ANALOG“
Synthleads, pads & more! Time less Performance Library with a Minimoog emulation (Leadsynths), 
Jupiter-8 pad and arpeggio sounds, and many more analogue synth sounds based on original 
samples. The ultimate analogue extension for MONTAGE!

MONTAGE „NATURE OF CHILL“
Exquisite Performance collection for chill out, lounge, ambient, electronic, and related musical 
styles of popular music. In addition to broad, effective, and atmospheric synthesizer sounds the 164 
Performances also include remakes of traditional instrument sounds from the fields of piano, electric 
piano, and guitar.

MONTAGE „L IVE ORGAN“
"Live Organ" emulates the sound of the legendary Hammond B3. In order to realise the highest possible 
authenticity and the original Hammond feeling in a way not been seen before, the samples already 
contain the slow / fast Leslie and the typical Hammond distortion. The internal effects of MONTAGE 
like Rotary Speaker or Distortion are not required for this type of sampling.

MONTAGE „L IVE INSTRUMENTS“
Performance Library with high-quality sounds of the categories piano, electric piano, clavinet, organ, 
Mellotron, strings, brass section, synth. Popular selection of instruments that are always required by 
keyboard players in bands. In addition, the Library contains drum sounds and Arpeggio Performances 
that offer inspiration and idea material for productions.

MONTAGE „XTASYN“
Up-to-date synth and drum sounds for dance / trance / house / electronica / pop / chill out. Can be 
used for mainstream chart-oriented productions as well as for progressive dance / trance / techno / 
eletronic tracks.

MONTAGE „PHAT ANALOG I I “
Timeless Voice and Sample Library featuring an emulation of popular sounds from Oberheim 
Synthesizers (OBX, OB8, Matrix12...) and the Jupiter-8. The ultimate analogue extension for MONTAGE! 
Most of them are polyphonic synth sounds like synthbrass, synthstrings, pads, and synthcomps - but 
you'll also find leadsynths for synthpop, sequencer and arpeggio sounds, and FX sounds.

MONTAGE „DANCE PRO“
Top-of-the-notch selection of modern, powerful Performances for Dance, Trance, House, Pop, and 
Electronic. Up-to-date commercial and progressive, highly assertive Dance sound. Innovative "DJ Mix" 
and "Electronic Mix" Performances for intuitive realtime arranging by using the eight Sliders. Easy Edit 
with eight Assignable Knobs.

MONTAGE „ORGAN SESSION“
Wonderful smacky organ sounds with concise key click and controllable percussion. Crunchy Hammond 
sound with adjustable distortion, old-school entertainer organs, sacral drawbar registrations, and cool 
jazz sounds. Due to the improved distortion and rotary effects, this MONTAGE version of "Organ 
Session" is even more authentic than the MOTIF version. Use the Sliders to control the drawbars like 
on a real Hammond.
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OPTIONAL SOUNDSETS FOR  
MOTIF / MOXF / MOX AND S SERIES

EASY SOUNDS „Live Organ“

EASY SOUNDS „Energy“

EASY SOUNDS „Dance Pro“

EASY SOUNDS „Evolving Soundscapes“

EASY SOUNDS „Live Instruments“

EASY SOUNDS „Nature of Chill“

EASY SOUNDS „Xtasyn“

EASY SOUNDS „FM Xpanded“

EASY SOUNDS „Phat Analog“ 

EASY SOUNDS „Phat Analog II“

EASY SOUNDS „Chill Xperience“

EASY SOUNDS „Drum Performer“

EASY SOUNDS „Stage & Studio“

EASY SOUNDS „Dance Xpanded“

EASY SOUNDS „Synth Xtreme“

EASY SOUNDS „Hypnotic Stepz“

EASY SOUNDS „Magical Pads“

EASY SOUNDS „Mystic Spheres“

EASY SOUNDS „Vocoder Dreamz“ 

EASY SOUNDS „Organ Session“

DCP Productions „Vintage Keys“

DCP Productions „Pulse“

DCP Productions „Axxe“

DCP Productions „Air“

DCP Productions „Studio Drums“

The above soundsets are available for the following 

devices:

MOTIF XF, MOXF, MOTIF XS, S90 XS, S70 XS, MOX, 

MOTIF ES, S90 ES, MO6/MO8, MOTIF-RACK XS, 

MOTIF-RACK ES. Some soundsets are not available 

in all formats. The most recent soundsets are offered 

primarily for MOTIF XF, MOXF, and MOTIF XS. Each 

soundset contains 128 Voices. Depending on the device, 

additional content such as Performances, Samples, 

User Arpeggios, and WAV Loops are included.

The soundsets are available from: 

EASY SOUNDS – Peter Krischker 

vertrieb@easysounds.de 

www.easysounds.de
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IMPRINT &  
FURTHER LINKS

IMPORTANT WEBSITES  

FOR YAMAHA USERS

Official international Yamaha website for synthesizers 

including a comprehensive download section 

www.yamahasynth.com

Official website of Yamaha Music Europe GmbH  

www.yamaha-europe.com

American MOTIF support website including message 

board + KEYFAX webshop + „XSpand Your World“  

downloads  

www.motifator.com

EASY SOUNDS website + webshop sounds and  

USB sticks for Yamaha synths  

www.easysounds.de

John Melas MOTIF Site Editor softwares  

for the MOTIF series  

www.jmelas.gr/motif

Cool Webinars 

Support for Yamaha synthesizers and more  

www.cool-webinars.com

MUSIC PRODUCTION  

GUIDE HISTORY

You can download all English editions already  

published as one single ZIP file using this link to the  

EASY SOUNDS website: 

www.easysounds.eu/NewsGuidesEN.zip

A total summary of all topics ever discussed in the Music 

Production Guide can be found here: 

www.easysounds.eu/mpghistory/history_en.htm

YAMAHA MUSIC PRODUCTION GUIDE

The official News Guide about the Yamaha Music Production product series and Computer Music Instruments

Published by

EASY SOUNDS 

Peter Krischker 

Am Langberg 97 A 

D-21033 Hamburg 

Telefon: +49 40 - 738 62 23

In cooperation with

Yamaha Music Europe GmbH 

Siemensstraße 43 

D-25462 Rellingen 

Telefon: +49 41 01 - 30 30 

e-mail: motifnews@easysounds.de

The free Music Production Guide contains news, tips & tricks, software offers, and interviews on and around Yamaha 

synthesizers of the MOTIF series, MOX/MOXF series, MX series, reface, S series, MO series, MM series, Tenori-On, and 

articles about recording, software, and Computer Music Instruments.

You can subscribe or unsubscribe to the free Music Production Guide by sending an informal e-mail to:

motifnews@easysounds.de
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