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10 t h a n n i v e r s a r y So u n dse t
fo r MO T I F X F : C h i c k ’ s M a rk V
The MOTIF series of Music
Production Synthesizers celebrates
it‘s 10th anniversary - having
started from the „classic“ MOTIF
to latest model, the MOTIF XF.
To celebrate this long run of
professional instruments Yamaha
has produced a special soundset,
that is precisely capturing
the
very special Rhodes Mark V from
famous jazz pianist Chick Corea.
There
ries,

are
there

libraries
cial

-

case.

electric
are

even

but
This

this
library

piano

libra

Fender

Rhodes

is
is

a

spe-

based

on

velocities across the entire keyboard scale,

years. I had especially one keyboard techni

was conducted for this collection and is not

cian, Brian Alexander, who would always help

available in any other format.

me repair the instrument, he would tune the

Based

on

a

massive

400

MB

of

sample data, this 12-layer collection is not
looped; the full sustain of each note being
maintained throughout.

instrument, replace parts, always fix it. Each
time he took the instrument, he always
made little mechanical improvements. He
was actually inventing things to make it
sound better, to take away the hum, to iso-

From the original source files Yamaha en-

late it from other instruments, he did many,

gineers have created a landmark sample

many things, replaced the tines and such.

library employing WXC compression that

So through the years this instrument impro-

is only available on direct-from-factory

ved, improved until it was a really great in-

ROM material; programming an additional

strument. But after a while it became com-

12 Voices that illustrate the wealth of poten-

plicated to always transport it.

tial for your own creativity in this collection.

Chick

A rare and magical collection that should

What about the sampling process?

Corea’s own personal Fender Rhodes

be part of every serious MOTIF user’s

Mark V - a model he worked on and with,

First let me tell you what happened. So I

collection.

was using this Mark V in my Elektric Band

lovingly

preserved

samples

of

with Harold Rhodes. For instance crafting a
custom hammer configuration: At F# below
Middle C the hammers were modified from
the standard neoprene to wooden, creating

performances. And then it always became

Chick Corea on the
soundset

an almost ‘split keyboard’ effect that lets
notes in the treble register ‘speak’ with a

About the special electric piano “Number

clarity and punch that you simply didn’t get

One”.

on a standard Fender Rhodes.

difficult to keep it repaired, things would
break, you put it in the truck and the truck
shakes it and the parts would go quirky and
you‘d have put them back together again,
you know. I began to think that it might be
convenient to try to sample the instrument,

Chick Corea: The Fender Rhodes Mark V

so it becomes more stable, so we decided

The sample session, using a specially de-

that I had goes back to 1981/82. I kept that

to do that. That‘s when we came around to

veloped ‘vorsetzer’ player piano mecha-

one special Mark V, because I liked that one

the process of actually sampling the Rhodes

nism in order to capture pristinely balanced

the best, so I kept it through many, many

a couple of years ago.
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So I‘ll tell about the process: When we

Complety stable, completely sounds great

decided to do the sampling, we decided,

every night, so it‘s now a part of my key-

since this instrument was so special, that we

board sound.

should make the best, best quality sampling
technically that we possibly could. So I used
a lot of technical intelligence. We asked one
of the main guys from Spectrasonics Com-

Contents
This library contains:

pany to come and actually supervise the

• 13 User Voices (USER 2)

technical part of the sampling.

• 5 User Waveforms

And Brian Alexander, my piano technician,

• 400 MB Samples (WXC-compressed)

built a machine that pressed the keys at a

• 874 Keybanks

set velocity, so that we could get exactly the
same velocity on every key, otherwise to do
it by hand wouldn‘t be so exact, you know.
We did the sampling at my favorite studio
in Los Angeles, Mad Hatter Studios, and

• 3 Demosongs
It is stored on a custom Yamaha 4GB USB
stick. A FL1024M Flash-ROM-Board is also
included in the set.

everyone was there for maybe one week,
making sure the sound of each sample: For

VO ICE S

each note we made fifteen levels, fifteen le-

• 001 Chick‘s EP

vels of velocity.

• 002 Chick‘s EP 2

What led you to decide to put that sample
into the MOTIF?
So finally when we finished the whole project the file was huge, a really big,

• 003 Vintage‘74 CC
• 004 R&B Soft CC
• 005 Crunchy Comp CC
• 006 Hard Vintage CC

big, big file. When I put this file onto the

• 007 Sweetness MW+AS2 CC

laptop and played it through Logic the

• 008 Phaser Vintage CC

quality of sound was really tremend-

• 009 Vintage Phase CC

ous, but one problem was the latency.
The sound was great but because the
file was so big, the computer couldn‘t
process it quickly enough.
I asked my friends at Yamaha: “Could you
take this sound and put it in a way to be
able to be played on the MOTIF?”. Right

• 010 Early Fusion CC
• 011 Neo Soul MW+AS1 CC
• 012 Dyno Chorus MW+AS2CC
• 013 Chorus Hard CC
WAV E F O R MS

at that time the new MOTIF with flash drive

• 0001 1_low 001.wav

was produced. And so the Yamaha engi-

• 0002 2_low-mid 001.wav

neers took the large file and did some

• 0003 3_high-mid 001.wav

things to it, I‘m not sure what, to make it
more compact and to make it fit comfortably in the flash drive. When I tried it,

• 0004 4_high 001.wav
• 0005 5_release 001.wav

I was worried to see after all of this work is
this going to be OK, you know. But when

DE MO S O N G S

I tried it, I was very happy to see that the

• 01 You‘re Everything

sound is a beautifulsound, all of the effort

• 02 500 Miles High

that we put into making the sample was realised into the flash drive and now a Voice

• 03 CC JAM

in the XF.
How have you been using that sound
recently?
Now I used it this whole tour. We played
seventy

concerts

with

this

instrument.
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F rankf u r t Musi k m e s s e 201 2

Once in a year Frankfurt am Main in Germany is the host for the Musikmesse - the
biggest fair for musical instruments, live
music and the music business.
Yamaha of course has its own booth on the
fairground presenting the current lineup of
all its instrument categories. Here are some
pictures of our product presenters from
2012.

Clockwise:
• Bert Smorenburg presenting MOX
and MOTIF XF
• Adrian Zalten presenting MOX
• Thorsten Martens proudly presents
the tastenwelt Product Award 2012
for the Yamaha 01V96i
• Presenters Ralf Mersch and
Jan Richter with sound engineers
Christian Mayntz and
Cornelius Vogel
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Clockwise:
• Ralf Mersch presenting DTX750k
• Ralf Gustke presenting DTX750k
• Jen Majura and Marco Wriedt
• Drummers Wolfgang Haffner,
Gulli Briem, and Ralf Gustke
• Emre Ramazanoglu presenting
DTX530k
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MOTI F E x p lo r i n g So u n d :
C h il l Xp er i en ce

Welcome to a new workshop
series: Exploring Sound wants to
provide you with tips, ideas and
examples of creative use of Voices
and Performances for the Yamaha
MOTIF.

Chill Out
Since many years, Chill Out and Lounge
are popular varieties of electronic music. In

achieve a great stereo width. Ideally, you
wouldn‘t only play tones and sounds, but
also with the delay to produce rhythmic
phrases. For the reverb long reverb times

Yamaha synthesizers Chill Out is at least a

and more specific types are cool: the hardly

topic since the MOTIF-RACK „Classic“ - one

used insert effect „Reverse Gate“ is making

Some of the presented sounds can also be

of its two demo songs is titled „Club Chill“,

impressive effects when applied to nylon

heard on the internet. To allow as many

which was re-recorded and published as

guitars or a similar sound. The Arpeggiator

users as possible to participate in this se-

the sofa sweeper „Mo‘s Rebeat“ in 2006. At

is a driving force with classic up and down

least as long as this the music has its place

patterns or with extravagant gater and con-

at all major download portals.

troller types for acoustic instruments and

ries, all examples focus on the MOTIF without additional software support, such as
the Voice Editor. And don‘t worry, you don‘t

electronic sounds of the MOTIF.

have to be a synth expert!

But what is Chill Out anyway? Style features

The MOTIF workstation synthesizer is a ve-

include spherical sounds and tight rhythmic

ritable chameleon. It brilliantly covers all

soundclouds. The popular compilation CD

sound categories for music production or

series „Cafe del Mar“ has become an ins-

live performance. The huge factory Voice

tant classic with its tracks blending original

The soundset „Xperience Chill“ offers

acoustic instruments and trendy electronic

a wealth of 128 Voices. This material,

sounds to exude Mediterranean flair. The

together with the many inspiring Arpeggio

of optional soundsets. There are several

boundaries between Ambient, Chill Out,

Voices can also be used by the traditional

gems to be discovered, that make the MO-

and Lounge are fluid. Elements from Down-

keyboardist and is accessible at live gigs.

TIF shine even more in terms of imitation of

beat, Latin and Oriental are also included.

selection of Preset and User Voices is one of
the many joys of MOTIF users. An additional
incentive is provided by the fantastic range

certain instruments or trendy musical styles

The Contents of
Chill Xperience

Abstract electronic sounds are a minority.
Some traditional sounds have been altered:

Typical sounds are based on a massive

Pianos with atmospheres, nylon guitars,

exactly these commercial soundsets are the

use of reverb and delay. In all models

soft

focus of this series. First up is the product

of the MOTIF series you will find Tempo

and e-pianos and rhythm guitars wafting

„Chill Xperience“ from Easy Sounds.

Delays and Cross Delays, which help you to

pleasantly due to wah or phaser effects.

than the first-class factory soundset. And

EUROPE.YAMAHA.COM

soundscapes,
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For the field of Synthleads the aggressive

„USR-1_002 Citrus Joy AF1 & 2“ is an

Whenever a new interpretation of the Voice

saw dance versions with strong oscillator

inspiring combination of an acoustic guitar

is finished - directly store it. This simple

detune don‘t fit, instead soft and heavily

played by the Arpeggiator and synth

filtered sounds are more suitable. Mostly
simple sine-like tones emanate mystical power and tranquility - you should remember

elements. Here four sound components

but effective approach is perfect for many

or Elements make a nice job. It‘s a major

Voices. With a little luck and instinct you can

advantage of sample-based synthesizers

create new Voices in practically no time.

that you are able to create new exciting

that for your own song projects from time

variations by simply changing the Wave-

to time.

forms. Just try it now.

Expressively
mo dulate

Some of the Voices in „Chill Xperience“

synth phrases

have a specific reference to the tracks
of the album „The Chillout Cocktail“ of

To sonically modulate one and the same

my lounge project „Citrus Jam“ (which

Phrase - this is a recipe of electronic mu-

can be heard in all major download

sic. You don‘t have to continuously alter

portals such as iTunes or Musicload). The

the melody or rhythm of a Phrase, sim-

Guitar „Beach Cafe“ (No. 17), the Rhodes

ply work by constantly changing the tone.

„Mo‘s Rebeat“ (No. 38), or the smooth

The Voice USR-1_004 Sealine AF1 & 2

synthlead „Just Sweet“ (No. 73) were

shows what that means. First you hear a

named after the corresponding pieces of the
album and play an important role in each
of those.
Not less than 24 Performances from the XS
/ XF version are mainly created for jamming and generating ideas for new lounge
tracks. The 92 drum loops are also helpful
for composing tasks. These are no ordinary audio files, but Arpeggio types, which
trigger five loop-kits. By using this handy
combination of MIDI sequence and drumkit you can create some rhythmic and tonal
variations.

USR-1_002 Citrus Joy AF1&2:
A starting point for your own
Arpeggiator Voices

sine Waveform, which acts meditative in
collaboration with the calm Arpegggiator
Pattern. However beautiful that is at first,
soon - after 8, 12, or 16 bars - boredom

Select that Voice and press the EDIT button.

is coming. That is when you have to vary.

Now you should listen to the four Elements

But you will not get far with the obvious

separately by using the PART MUTE keys

modulation of the resonant low-pass filter,

9 through 12 to turn the Elements off and
on again. If you want to clearly change
the Voice, take the Element with the rhythmic guitar motif. Press the PART SELECT
button 1 to display Oscillator 1 (F1) with
the Waveform number 0248 (Nylon Harmonics St) - change that now and be

because the sinus is free of harmonics. So
use the MOTIF‘s controllers to add more
Waveforms, namely those with a lot more
shine than the sine wave: Fade in EP Wave
1 (Waveform number 1073) by using the
modulation wheel - the result is a fine digi-

New Inspiration

inspired. Try Waveform number 0372

tal sound. Now a wider analog synthsound

by Changing the

(P-Bass Flatwound+) to make the sound a

would be great, you can switch it on with

Waveform

little softer. Drum and percussion Wave-

the AF1 button. Finally, press the AF2 but-

forms can also be used, eg Waveform num-

ton and add some punch with a percus-

ber 2332 (HH Open AnCR) - and suddenly

sive FM Waveform. You see, you are able

the Voice gets a very different character.

to keep that arpeggio figure exciting for a

editing. In Chill Out those sounds are

Of course you should look for sound vari-

long time by simply using the mod wheel

desirable, which immediately inspire the

ations for the other Elements. For Element

and the two AF-buttons.

producer to compose new tracks. You

3 for instance a musical-effect sample like

will actually find some in the Voices of

1159 Fair Wave would be a refreshing

this soundset, which basically is a good

replacement for the Wave Trance Choir

thing. Voices are easier to inplement into a

(number 1139). And don‘t forget to vary the

sequencer arrangement or combined with

mixing ratios between the Elements - de-

your own phrases and drum loops than

pending on what sound component should

one of the more complex structured Perfor

be emphasized. Use the volume faders on

ter pressing AF1 you can also use this Voice

mances.

the left side of the MOTIF to do so.

for solo parts.

We now dive into some one of the Voices
and slightly modify them. So you get to
know where to start with your own sound

It is always worthwhile to try the AF buttons, because some sounds can be used
more versatile than you might think:
USR-1_005 4 Angels AF1 & 2 is an arpeggiator-animated pad at first glance. But af-
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Sounds from another Wo rld
Since the MOTIF ES was introduced in 2003 ethnic instruments are well represented in the
MOTIF series. But what are the key fators in the imitation of these instruments?

Sometimes you may come to a Voice you

At least two things are essential: Use a different scale instead of the temperament scale

don‘t really know how to use. The Voice

and use expression (MIDI controller # 11) and the modulation wheel for expressive play-

USR-1_025 Lemon Drop might be such a

ing - try it with the Voice USR-1_045

case. It is unassuming, but very good as a

Hakan‘s Way. Take a look at the

starting point for your own sounds and musical inspiration. Basically this is a perfect
Voice for accompaniment patterns by the
Arpeggiator.

micro-tuning: Press the EDIT button and then the COMMON EDIT
button to get to General -> Play
Mode (SF2). This Voice is based on
the micro-tuning „Arabic 3“, giving

The basic sound, quite poor of harmonics,
is built by Element 2 with the Waveform AirHose St (number 1150), while the first Element provides a clear attack using a snare
Waveform (number 2105). To creatively

this accordion-type sound a slightly
oriental atmosphere.
Effect sounds are way more important for Chill Out than for Pop,
Rock, and other musical styles. They

USR-1_013 Abstrait: Lounge music

create that typical urban, futuristic, or relaxed

depends on a soundscape of effects

develop the Voice, Element 3 would be

atmospheres. A good example is USR-1_013

that create a lot of atmosphere

the most promising choice. OK, it‘s just a

Abstrait.

percussive addition to the first Element. But

Try some variations here by replacing the Arpeggio type. A similar effect sound can be

you can easily lead the entire Voice into a

found with USR-1_015 Lounge 2202, which is perfect for song intros.

new direction by simply selecting a different
Waveform instead of Sd Human 1 (number
2114) for this Element. For instance a choir

Pimp classic

Waveform (numbers 0919 to 0921) would

presets with

be nice..

effects

As soon as the modulation wheel or the rib-

The acoustic piano is full of effects, too,
such as in USR 1_033 Ambient Pf. Here,
the rhythmic delay effect can be found in
the chorus block. Adjust the delay time in

Whenever acoustic instruments come into

relation to the song tempo (from the Ar-

bon controller is used, you will notice the

play, their basic sound is much the same

peggio menu). If vintage keyboards like

flanger effect. Now activate the arpeggia-

as in Jazz or Pop. In Lounge and Chill Out

tor, go through different types and be ins-

however, they are inflated to soundclouds

pired again. Gradually develop your own

using reverb, delay, and other effects. A

Voice. So, never consider even the best pre-

good example is the nylon guitar USR-

sets as „final“ presets. You can still make

1_017 BeachCafe AF1.

them perfect - depending on your personal
taste and musical situation.

Press the button SF6 (Info) to see the used

Rhodes and Wurlitzer should not only remain in the background, but instead also
take solo parts and rhythmic licks, the delay
is just as effective, such as in USR-1_038
Mo‘sRebeat. If reverb and delay are not
enough for a chilly atmosphere, simply add
further Elements.

effects at a glance: The insert effects are

A great retro key stack can be heard in

responsible for this broad sound. In parti-

USR-1_083 Chilln1991. The setting - a light

cular, the overly used early-reflection-effect

frizzle from a wave sequence and the lush

with the „Reverse“ type (Insertion A) is a
good trick to fatten up all sounds for Ambient and Chill-Out productions. With the values for the parameter „Room Size“ you can
customize the duration of the reflections in
relation to the song tempo or the rhythmic
phrase. The tempo cross delay makes the
effect settings perfect. Turn the insertion ef-

synth pad - harmonizes well with the piano.
Move the mod wheel up to add more harmonic backings from the synth-pad.
Filter control - automatically done by a
rhythmic modulation via LFO or spontaneously by using the modulation wheel - is a
popular design element in Dance and Pop
music. However, real-time control should
not be neglected for the effects. A simple

USR-1_025 LemonDrop:

fects to bypass and experience the impact

but immensely effective example is chan-

Unassuming at first, but very handy

of this effect combination of early reflection

ging the speed of the wah-wah effect, like

for programming sessionspraktisch

and delay to the sound.

in the Voice USR-1_020 CoolWah.

EUROPE.YAMAHA.COM
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Two quite similar examples are USR-1_035

look on the Switch column on the left side

Swimmer Pf and USR-1_036 Waber Pf. It is

of the display. Activated Arpeggiators are

always useful to control the intensity of the

checked with a red check mark. Example:

effects if you want, for example, emphasize

USR-1: 004 Orange Guitar - here the Ar-

or take back the reverb for solo passages

peggiator produces the guitar riff (Part 1),

- depending on what and how you play.

animates the filter modulation of the synth

MOTIF

Playing with the delay effect is always fun

pad (Part 3), and triggers the drum kit (Part

Sound, by EASY SOUNDS

in rhythmic passages. In USR 1_031 Malle-

4).

Fun) you can control the effect depth using

For the Performances the effects also pro-

the modulation wheel.

LINKS
Video:
www.youtube.com/user/motifnews
„Chill

Xperience“,

Exploring

Album:

vide a rich sonic colour and a diverse mix.

http://itunes.apple.com/de/album/thechillout-cocktail-selected/id317326713

The effects of the MOTIF can also be used

Please check the impact of the effects for

very subtly. Add some color to the basic

the following Performances by temporarily

Product:

sound through a flanger in a pleasantly

turning the effects to bypass: USR-1: 004
Orange Guitar, USR-1: 005 Chilly Funk,

www.easysounds.de

unspectacular way. Listen and learn from
the lead-synth sound USR-1_023 MW-

USR-1: 015 Fertilization or USR-1: 020

Growl. First turn off the insert effect (effect

Chilly Wah.

bypass). Without the VCM Flanger (Insert

I should remind you that some Perfor-

B) the Voice sounds just a little different. As

mances are only at their best, if they are

the Voice name implies, you can use the

played with much feeling and are effec-

modulation wheel to add a growl effect (as

tively controlled using the ribbon controller,

known from the saxophone and other wind

the modulation wheel, or AF 1/2. A small

instruments). How to program it? It‘s easy

demonstration can be heard in the video to

with the LFO pitch modulation controlled by

this workshop series.

The soundset „Chill Xperience“ is avail
able for the following Yamaha synthe
sizers and tone-generators: MOTIF XF,
MOTIF XS, MOX, S90 XS, S70 XS, S90 ES,
MOTIF-RACK

XS,

MOTIF-RACK

ES,

MO6 / MO8

the modulation wheel, make sure to take
a very high LFO speed (here Speed = 63).

More is better arpeggiator and
effects in full
swing
Usually the Arpeggiator provides various
accompanying phrases. On the MOTIF
you can also employ him very differently.
For example, you can use the Arpeggiator
as a chord memory, like implemented in the
Voice USR-1_052 BensonMW.
Thanks to the Arpeggio type „MC_AcousticJazz_ES“ (No. 1251) you can create major
jazz chords with only a single key, which is

USR-1_004 Orange Guitar: Three
Arpeggiator types and a lot of insert
effects work simultaneously

And that‘s enough of suggestions to Chill
Xperience. Of course, I could not go

useful for solos.

through the entire contents of the soundset.

The function of the Arpeggiator is also un-

your own personal way with Chill Xperience

usual in the cinematic Bass USR-1_010 Hit
Drone MW. The Arpeggio type „FB_Chill
out“ (number 6463) provides a swelling via
a filter modulation, which makes the Voice

It is much more important for you to find
- have fun!
Matthias Sauer
www.app-sound.com

quite exciting.
The MOTIF Arpeggiator plays an even
larger role in the 24 Performances of the
soundset. Mostly two or more Arpeggio
type are used simultaneously. Check the
Arpeggio menu (F4) to get an overview of
the types used in each Performance. Take a

EUROPE.YAMAHA.COM
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DTX700 - s om e f u r t h e r mo r e
Matt No la n C ym b a l So u n d s
In the last Music Production
Guides we presented you
two free soundset for the
DTX700
Drum
Trigger
Modul: Matt Nolan Cymbal
Sounds.

Matt Nolan 9 (Kit Nr. 53)

Matt Nolan is a drummer, percus-

• Crash2: Naan Gong

sionist, and gong artist. He has

Cup - Naan Gong B

a Degree in Electronic Engineer

Bow - Naan Gong F    

ing and had a career for many y

Edge - Naan Gong Gsharp

ears designing Silicon Microchips,
before he got into the hands-on
creativity of cymbal forging.
www.mattnolancustomcymbals.com
His handmade Artisan Metal Percussion
Instruments are renowned and popular, his

• HiHat: B8 Medium over Heavy HiHat
• Crash1: Small Kinda Tuned Gong
Cup - Sound 1
Bow - Sound 2            
Edge - Sound 2

•

Ride: 20“ Stainless Billowing Ride
• Bass-Drum: HG_Kick_2
Matt Nolan 10 (Kit Nr. 54)
•

HiHat: B8 Medium over Heavy HiHat
•

Crash1: Wobbly Gong

customers include artists like Björk, Massive Attack,

•

Crash2: Bat Head Gong

the Boston Symphony Orchestra, Joe Travers and

• Ride: 20“ Stainless Billowing Ride

many more.

• Bass-Drum: HG_Kick_1

Matt Nolan together with Emre Ramazanoglu sampled

• Snare: OpRim - Low Crasher

his Handmade Cymbals in the studio and used the results

ClRim - High Crasher

for another free set of cymbal kits for the DTX700.

The Kits
The Matt Nolan Cymbal
Kits 3 is all about gongs
plus a new ride cymbal, the 20“ Stainless
Billowing

Ride,

How to get the
Soundset
This free soundset can be requested by sending an e-mail containing

the keyword
„Matt

two

Nolan

bass drums, and two

Cymbal

snare crashers:

Sounds

Matt Nolan 7 (Kit Nr.
51)
• HiHat: B8 Medium over Heavy
HiHat

3“

to:
musicproduction@
easysounds.de

• Crash1: Wobbly Gong

DTX700 users will re-

• Crash2: Bat Head Gong

ceive an e-mail with

• Ride: 20“ Stainless Billowing Ride
• Bass-Drum: HG_Kick_1
Matt Nolan 8 (Kit Nr. 52 im DTX700)

a password and a link
where the file can be
downloaded.
In addition you are au-

• HiHat: B8 Medium over Heavy HiHat

tomatically

• Crash1: Spinning Moon

for

• Crash2: Chiiiing
• Ride: 20“ Stainless Billowing Ride
• Bass-Drum: HG_Kick_1

EUROPE.YAMAHA.COM

the

free

registered
monthly

Music Production Guide.
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Yamaha S yn t h G u i d e
Part 3: MOTIF Basics

This Synth Guide is a workshop

In this episode we will discuss some basic

A sample-based tone generation is extre-

series which introduces you to the

terms which play an important role in the

mely versatile compared to other sound

basic concepts of synthesizers and

MOTIF series. Anyone who would like to se-

synthesis and has therefore prevailed itself

workstations with special reference

riously work with his instrument should be

in the range of current synthesizers and

to the Yamaha MOTIF series.

aware of them.

workstations.

A special feature of the MOTIF series is the
continuity in its sound architecture and ope-

Samples and Wave-

It is basically possible with sampling to imitate any instrument. This is perfectionized

ROM

by the so-called „multi-sampling“. In this

device‘s concept you can apply this know-

The MOTIF series synthesizers (including

method an instrument or another playable

ledge on the following models.

Rack, MO, MOX, S series) are - apart

tonal sound source is recorded in different

from the plug-in boards for MOTIF and

pitches, in order to avoid the transposing

MOTIF ES - completely based on samples.

of samples, which would result in an un-

In the field of music sampling is understood

natural sound. The more different pitches

as a digital audio or music recording that is

are recorded, the more realistic the origi-

• MOTIF XS

used in a new context. Every kind of acou-

nal sound can be reproduced. An extreme

• MOX

stic and electronic sounds come into questi-

case would be a „chromatic sampling“, ie

• MOTIF-RACK XS

on for being sampled, for example, noises,

the sampling of every pitch the instrument

atmospheres, sections of recorded music

can produce. For a sound that is played

(„loops“), real existing musical instruments,

over five octaves, this would result in 61

synthesizers, human voices, etc.

samples, which are then arranged on the

In the first part of this series it has already

keyboard („mapping“). But because the

also benefit from this workshop series,

been stated that conventional synthesizers

sample memory in synthesizers and work-

since, as stated above, the basic sound

were not sample-based, but working with

stations is limited, a sample usually covers

architecture is unchanged throughout the

analog oscillators. The result is a kind of

a number of keyboard keys. This is called a

complete MOTIF series (including S-and

sound that even today is still very popular -

Keybank, and a group of Keybanks make

MO-series).

analog synthesizer sounds.

up a Waveform (= multi-sample).

ration. So if you have once understood the

The following devices are primarily considered:
• MOTIF XF

• S90 XS
However, owners of older models such as
the MOTIF „Classic“ or the MOTIF ES can
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A simple mapping of Waveform consisting

A mapping for this scheme would mean

The sampled Waveforms are stored as a

of several Keybanks (= individual samples)

that each sample has to be transpo-

Preset Waves in the MOTIF‘s Wave-ROM.

could look like this:

sed by only one semitone up and one

ROM is an acronym for „Read Only Me-

Keybank 1 = C1
Keyboard zone C1 – D#1
Keybank 2 = F#1
Keyboard zone E1 – A1
Keybank 3 = C2
Keyboard zone A#1 – D#2
Keybank 4 = F#2
Keyboard zone E2 – A2
Keybank 5 = C3
Keyboard zone A#2 – D#3
Keybank 6 = F#3
Keyboard zone E3 – A3

down. The transpose effect is barely audible, or at least very inconspicuous.
Keybank 1 = C1
Keyboard zone C1 – C#1
Keybank 2 = D#1
Keyboard zone D1 – E1
Keybank 3 = F#1
Keyboard zone F1 – G1
Keybank 4 = A1
Keyboard zone G#1 – A#1
Keybank 5 = C2
Keyboard zone B1 – C#2

Keybank 7 = C4

mory“. The Preset Waves in the Wave-ROM
can not be overwritten or deleted.
That Wave-ROM is the heart of every
MOTIF synthesizer.
And the Wave-ROM is always the first
step in the development process of a new
model.
In general, a large part of the Wave-ROM
from the previous model is taken and added with an equally large new part. In the
last episode of this workshop we already

A Waveform mapping can also include

have shown that the size of the Wave-ROM

velocity ranges in addition to the keyboard

has dramatically been expanded with each

zones. Here samples of a certain pitch are

model.

a sample that‘s transposed two semitones

available in different velocities and are

Perhaps you‘re wondering where to find this

down.

assigned to corresponding velocity-zones.

heart of the MOTIF? The Preset Waves of

In the past this had often to be taken into

In Yamaha synthesizers this sample-based

the Wave-ROM appear as „Oscillators“ in

tone-generation is referred to as AWM syn-

the Voice mode.

thesis. AWM stands for „Advanced Wave

You can learn more about that in the next

Keyboard zone A#3 – D#4
Keybank 8 = F#4
Keyboard zone E4 – A4
Keybank 7 = C5
Keyboard zone A#4 – D#5
Keybank 8 = F#5
Keyboard zone E5 – A5
Keybank 9 = C6
Keyboard zone A#5 – C6

This mapping uses two samples per octave.
A Keybank thus comprises six semitones.
Each sample is transposed up to two semitones down and three semitones upwards.
Depending on the sound material this may
already lead to clearly audible changes in
sound. Because at the transitions of the
Keybank‘s keyboard zones a sample that‘s
been transposed three semitones up meets

account for the simple reason of memory
size.
In more recent samplings, however, the

Memory“. Sampled waveforms are used as

trend is towards using much more Key-

the basis for programming realistic imita-

banks for a Waveform.

tions of instrument and synthesizer sounds.

If samples for one octave are taken in

Parameters as envelopes, filters, modula-

four different pitches (eg C, D#, F#, A), a

tors and effects are available for further

Keybank only comprises three semitones.

shaping of the sound.

EUROPE.YAMAHA.COM
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There are two types of Voices:

Now that COMMON EDIT is active, press

Now to get an overview you should select

Normal Voices are mainly musically play

the number button 1 to select Element 1 for

a sound category of your interest and then

able sounds. They can be played across the

processing.

step through the Wave numbers within the

entire keyboard in the usual tone scales.
Normal Voices consist of one or more „Elements“. With Elements several sounds can
be layered in a Voice.
An Element is the smallest unit that makes

In an „Initialized Voice“ only the first Element is active, thus set to „ON“. The other
Elements are switched „OFF“. Leave it at
that.

up a normal Voice. An Element is created

Now press the F1 button to call up the

by different Voice parameters, that are ap-

Oscillator display, in case it is not displayed

plied to the raw sample material.

already.

Drum Voices are mainly drum sounds. A

In classic analog synthesizers, oscillators

Drum Voice consists of percussive and
drum sounds, each assigned to specific individual keys on the keyboard, or of groups
of such assigned sounds. A Drum Voice is
also referred to as a drum kit.
The Voice mode, Elements and the Voice
editing process will be discussed in later
episodes of this workshop.
Here we want to show you how to access

the MOTIF, the term Oscillator refers to the
output signal of its associated Waveform,
its sound is then processed with filters and
envelopes.

ter episode of this workshop.

These terms are generally used in a very
versatile way. But limited to the matters
covered in this workshop series - Yamaha
tone generators - a Performance is a program that contains up to four Parts. Each

ble in a Voice. Performances are used for
different purposes, that require more than
one Voice, but not more than four. Use split
points to play different Voices side by side
on the keyboard, or layer Voices on top of
each other, or use them to be triggered by

Voice first.

mode.

samples or optional soundlibraries in a la-

additional parameters that are not availa-

parameters -, it is advisable to initialize a

Now, press EDIT to enter the Voice Edit

We will come back to the usage of your own

Part can include one Voice and features

- without having them influenced by sound

display

are available.

Parts

that are based on a „Wave-ROM“, such as

In order to check the pure Preset Waves

• Then press EXIT to leave the JOB

boards are installed, the banks FL1 and FL2

Perfo rmances and

created or edited.

the initialization

stores User Waveforms. And if Flash-ROM

sawtooth, square, and pulse. In synthesizers

Voice Edit mode, in which Voices can be

• Confirm with ENTER and YES to run

addition to the Preset Waves. The bank USR

rated basic waveforms like sine, triangle,

within the Voice mode. This is done in the

Voice mode and press the button JOB

But there are some more banks available in

were electronic components, which gene-

the Preset Waves in the Wave-ROM from

• To do this on the MOTIF select the

selected category.

an arpeggio - or combine all of these posIn an Initialized Voice of the MOTIF XF the
Waveform number 0001 (CF3 Stretch Sw
St) ist set as default. This acoustic piano is
the first Preset Wave of the Wave-ROM. In

sibilities.
A Performance is primarily intended for
the use in the respective instrument. For
example it is not possible to assign sepa-

other synthesizers of the MOTIF series there

rate MIDI channels to the individual Voices

is also a piano Waveform set, but with a

and control them from another device or

different name.

a DAW. For this reason, the Rack versions

The Waveform numbers 0001-3977 of
the selected Wave Bank „Pre“ represent
the Wave-ROM of the MOTIF XF. For instrument or synth Waves these are multisamples, ie individual samples, which are

of the MOTIF do not feature Performances.
Every other MOTIF features a variety of Performances. These cover a very wide range
- both in terms of musical style, as well as
practical application on stage. (Sound combinations, special live applications, etc.)

mapped across the keyboard to make a

Performance storage locations are always

balanced sound. With sound effects and

in the rewritable user area, so you are able

drum sounds usually only one sample is

to overwrite all preset Performances with

used for a Wave.

your own versions.
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Whether you like to start from the scratch

to have a horn section layered behind the

A good knowledge of the memory contents

with an initialized Performance, take a pre-

piano.

of your instrument is always very helpful, so

set Performance as a template, or simply

But the horn section should not respond

you are able to create new variants from

adjust a preset Performance to meet your

to the sustain pedal. And it should be pro-

appropriate templates, if necessary.

requirements, depends on your working

cessed by a delay as an effect, which in turn

style. However, the procedure for programming Performances are somewhat different
depending on the MOTIF model. Since
the S90XS/S70XS - now also in the MOX
- a Performance-Creator function allows a
much easier programming of a new Perfor-

should not be applied to the piano. You

The Performance mode will be discussed in

can easily create such a combination in a

detail in a later episode of this series, so

Performance and are able to adjust the ef-

let‘s proceed with the presentation of other

fect intensity, the volume or the filter for the
brass section while playing.
Many preset Performances included arpeggio patterns.

terms.

Songs and

mance in comparison to the MOTIF series.

Patterns

In a Voice there already are individual

A very large part of the terms we use today

Elements, as described above. The Perfor-

as a matter of course in the context of mu-

mance area is a level above the Parts that
are assigned with one Voice each. Simplified this area could be compared with a
4-channel mixer. However, the Performance
mode offers much more possibilities than
solely adjusting the volume of the Parts and
EQing them. The control surface of the instrument with all its sliders, buttons and knobs offer a variety of parameters to directly
control finest details of the sound. Examples
include filters, envelopes, tempo or grooverelevant parameters such as quantization
and so on. So the term „Performance“ in
general does mean some sort of stage performance. A Performance in the instrument
offers extensive intervention in the combination of Voices during the actual performance.

The MOTIF series synthesizers contain

sic has its origin in the English language.

thousands of arpeggios, which are cate-

In many cases, non-native English speakers

gorized according to different instrument

probably have almost lost consciousness

types. There are (abbreviated) ARPs for

for that.

synth sounds, basses, guitars, drums - to
name just a few examples. These phrases
can be integrated into a Performance and
controlled by the keyboard as required. A
chord recognition, for example, perfectly
transforms a played keyboard chord into

A Song for instance is first and foremost a
tune. However, in music production with
synthesizers, workstations, DAW‘s etc. the
term Song is rather used as delimintaion to
other notions - for instance to the Pattern.

a typical guitar phrase. By using so-called

In a musical environment a Pattern could

Mega Voices this results in a very realistic

be described as a section that is repeated

sound that could not be achieved with „nor-

regularly - thus the music follows a pattern.

mal“ keyboard playing. All four Parts of a

In earlier years of music production, when

Performance can have arpeggios assigned

the first drum machines were used, a pat-

to. Each Performance can have up to five

tern-oriented work was most common. For

variations of the ARPs, which can be set to
fit each other. By this it‘s possible to create

Here are two practical examples. As lear-

some structure for a Performance from intro

ned in the section on Voices you are able

to outro. A Hold function for the arpeggios

to set up split and layer sounds with the

ensures that the phrase doesn‘t stop after

Elements of a Voice. But to control this com-

being started by playing on the keyboard.

bination of Elements, the Voice Edit mode

This provides the opportunity to have at

would be necessary in most cases.

least one hand free for parameter changes

certain parts of a production, such as Intro,
Verse, Bridge, Break, Ending, etc. one-bar
phrases (Patterns) were created and then
strung together in a meaningful way (this
example is limited to the drums), ideally resulting in a song, which closes the circle.
Let‘s take a look at a practical example.

and such.

The instruments of the MOTIF series inclu-

Now take a few minutes to work through

de a so-called Sequencer section, which

the Performances of your instrument. Try to

can be used Song- and Pattern-oriented.

Suppose you have a Performance to

determine, how the factory Performances

Today Patterns can take considerably more

prepare, with a piano as main instrument.

are programmed and what type of musical

musical content than in the aforementioned

And at certain points of the song you want

performance they are suited for.

drum machines.
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Below the Pattern there‘s a smaller unit -

made the experience that this Pattern - as

After pressing the EDIT key and SF3 (la-

the Phrase. A Pattern can consist of up to

described above - is repeated in a loop un-

belled with „Song>“ in the display), select

til you press the STOP button.

a free song storage location and press

16 Tracks, each containing a Phrase. The
length can be between 1 and 256 bars.

If you now want to

ENTER & YES to start the conversion of the

follow the transition

Pattern Chain into a Song. The result can

to a Song, please

now be played from the Song mode, which

go back to your ori-

at this stage is no different to the Pattern

How is a Phrase used in a Pattern? A very

ginal Performance.

Chain. But by activating the next available

elegant and fast method, that is also a lot of

All you need to do, is to press the RECORD

track (track 5) you are ready to record for

fun, is to record a Pattern from playing an

button again and change the Section to „B“.

ARP-based Performance. You only have to

instance a melody on top of your backing
tracks with your chord progression.

set some very few parameters, such as tem-

After this last step the term Song is fully

po, time signature and the length in bars

justified.

and you are ready to produced a Pattern in
minutes. Depending on your selection, even

Please look back a few lines in your

a Pattern with several Phrases. So select an

thoughts. Provided a little routine with the

ARP-based, four Parts Performance on your
MOTIF that suits your taste. If necessary, adjust the tempo and play a few minutes to

Start to play another chord progression after hitting the START button and listening to
the count-in. Choose chords that are suit
able as an alternative to Section „A“. In the

procedure described above: Can you think
of a faster way to create a professionalsounding Song? We don‘t think so and

learn as you go. Now suppose you want to

Pattern Play mode you will then see the Sec-

would proudly proof that on any suitable

produce a four-bar Pattern, which contains

tions „A“ and „B“, each having four Phrases

occasion. We will later come back to recor-

a different chord per bar. Press the RECORD
button to call up the following screen where

assigned to. Use the Bank Select keys to
switch between Section „A“ and „B“ during

dings that allow extensive post processing.

playback.

Back

you can make any necessary adjustments.

ry:

to
A

include

theo-

Song

can

up

to

16 Tracks. Whether
these Tracks are recorded like shown

To make a Song from that exemplary Pattern, you simply create a sequence of the
Sections. To do this, enter the Pattern Play
mode and press „F5“ to call up the „Chain“
Since you have previously set the tempo and the default value for the length of
the recording is set to four bars, you only
have to press the START button and start
playing your first chord after the count-in.
The recording automatically stops after the
fourth bar. Enter the Pattern mode, press the
START button and enjoy the acoustic fruits

display.

in the above exemplary manner, or if you
record track by track, or import a finished
song as standard MIDI file, is completely
up to you. The maximum capacity of the
MOTIF‘s Sequencer (Patterns and Songs in

Press RECORD and then PLAY and start to

total) is about 130,000 events. However,

switch between the Sections „A“ and „B“

these events include such as aftertouch,

after the count-in. You don‘t have to wait

pitch bend, and modulation wheel, thus re-

for the four bars of each Section, you can

ducing the capacity when intensively used.

change bar-wise, too. The Pattern Chain
you just have created can be played back
from the Pattern Play mode.

Multis, Mixings
With the Production of a Song in one way or

Although the sequence of the Sections

the other, the focus was on the musical con-

already has a certain Song character, a

tent. Now, with the terms Mixing and Multi

You just have created a four-bar Pattern

further step towards a „real“ Song is neces-

we would like to complete this part of the

with four Phrases in the shortest time and

sary.

Yamaha Synth Guide.

of your work.

EUROPE.YAMAHA.COM

Yamaha
02|2012

M US I C

P R O DUC T I O N

Multi is initially an acronym that in terms of

There is a further application scenario for

modern music equipment describes the po-

the Mixings apart from working with Patterns

tential of a tone generator to be able to play

and Songs: The live performance on stage.

multiple sounds simultaneously. In Yamaha
synthesizers a Multi is a program in the instrument which organizes up to 16 Voices
that can be simultaneously controlled from

The polyphony and multitimbral capacities
of modern workstations now no longer require the use of entire fleets of instruments,
like just a few years ago. You have already learned that Performances offer you the

different MIDI channels - in contrast to the

possibility to customize up to four Voices to

previously described Performance. With the

meet your needs on stage. We have also

S90XS/S70XS this label lived again in the

demonstrated the limits of Performance

context of current Yamaha workstations. In

and that they are significantly shifted with

the MOTIF series this program was labeled
as a Mixing. It‘s in fact exactly the same
thing - at least in Yamaha terminology -, so
we basically just talk about a term and be-

the Mixings. You can use them to have up
to 16 Voices for your live performances at
hand. Mixings also allow to create split and
layer combinations. Especially in combination with external keyboards, expanders or

cause of the greater spread we will continue

MIDI equipment in general it is very advan-

to talk about Mixings.

tageous to be able to assign each Voice to

The term Mixing has its origin in „mxing“
sounds, obviously. Due to the fact that multitimbrality can be considered as a matter of
course, Mixing is a better description of this
MOTIF‘s program, because the 16 Voices
are actually conducted through a virtual

its own MIDI channel.
For serious users of the instruments covered
by this guide, the knowledge of the structure of the Sample, the smallest unit, right
up to the finished production within a Mixing is very helpful. Few musicians will really exploit any part of these very versatile

mixing console within the instrument. As

workstations. Perhaps that‘s why this little

with a hardware mixing console volume ra-

guidance through the maze of terms and

tios, equalizers, panorama positions, effect

parameters enables you to select which of

units and a lot more can be set and stored,

the coming episodes are of interest for you.

making your Song a finished production directly out of the instrument. The MOTIF se-

GU I DE

We hope this part could help you and see
you here again next time.

ries features 64 Song and Pattern Mixings.
The current S series features 128 Multis, for
there is no true integrated Sequencer and
Pattern-oriented work is not possible.
Regardless of the built-in Sequencer Mixings and Multis are also used to work with
an external DAW (eg Cubase, Logic). In this
case the instrument is used as a pure tone
generator. Since a version of Cubase AI is
included with all current Yamaha synthesizers and corresponding editor softwares are
available as free downloads from Yamaha,
it is possible to seamlessly integrate the synthesizers into the DAW environment and
work with the tone generation without having to actually make any settings on the
instrument. Most current devices also offer
to use their hardware controls to control someof the DAW‘s functions like the transport
control (Start, Stop, Record, etc.).
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DTX700 Wo r k s h op
Progr a mmi n g h a l f - ope n h i - h a t
s ound s i n t h e D T X 700

In this workshop I‘d like to show

After the flash drive has been mounted, you

you how to program „half-open“

can load your samples into the device.

hi-hat sounds from your own „open“

Press the „Menu“ button and use the dial to

hi-hat sounds.

select „Wave“.

When I programmed the first Matt No-

Press the dial to enter the selected menu, in

lan Cymbals soundsets for the DTX700,

this case pressing the dial opens the „Wave“

I noticed that I could not assign the half-

menu. Select „Job“ and then „Import“. Now

open hi-hat sounds, but instead the open

you can select the samples and load them

hi-hat sound is used as a template. Simon

into the DTX700.

Edgoose, my colleague in England, knew

After the loading process is complete, go

the procedure and gave me his manual.

back to the „Wave“ menu by pressing „Exit“.

And so I decided to turn it into a workshop.

Then use the keys F1 and F2 to select the

The hi-hat pad RHH135 features two zones.
Therefore, you can assign the bow and the
edge region with different sounds. For this
example, I want to use a normal „open“ hihat sample and one for the edge. Thus, the

first sound you want to edit. Press „Common“ and use the dial to scroll all the way
down. Here you are able to set the values
„Decay“ to 110 and „HHCtrlSens“ to -15.
These are basic settings that work very well.
Of course, depending on the respective

hi-hat becomes more authentic. First, copy

samples. You may want to experiment with

your samples onto an USB flash drive, as a

these settings later. For now, use the same

WAV / 44.1 kHz / 16 bit. Then plug the USB

settings for the second hi-hat sample you

flash drive to your DTX700.

just loaded into the machine.
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Now press the button „Kit“ and select the
drum kit, in which you want to program the
new hi-hat.
Then press „Menu“, then „Kit“ followed by
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Now test your own hi-hat, and maybe
change the parameters Decay and HHCtrlSens to your liking.
Have fun and see you soon
Yours Ralf Mersch

„Voice“. This will take you into the Voice
menu, where you can assign a sound to
each trigger channel and each pad zone.
Strike the bow, ie the inner zone of your
hi-hat pad. DO NOT press down the hihat, or else you would change the closed
sound. The DTX700 shows the played zone
in the top right of the display. In this case it‘s
HHBwOP, which means „hi-hat bow open“.
Now set the VoiceCategory to Wave and locate your own sound at VoiceNumber. Do
the same with the edge region, so hit the
edge area of the pad and select the desired
sound.
After you have made your settings, save the
result with the „Store“ button.

EUROPE.YAMAHA.COM

Yamaha
02|2012

M US I C

P R O DUC T I O N

GU I DE

Mus ic Pr o d uctio n G u i d e s –
c omplet e a r chi v e o n l i n e

On the last page of the Music Production Guide a link can
be found to download a zip-file containing all previous
editions (in the Box „Music Production Guide History“).
In addition, we now offer all readers the opportunity to access all previous issues online. So the Guides archive is available from everywhere
you‘ve got connection to the internet.
After entering the access data, simply click on the relevant issue in
order to open it for reading.
The link to the German editions:
http://easysounds.macbay.de/MusicProductionGuides_DE
The link to the English editions:
http://easysounds.macbay.de/MusicProductionGuides_EN
Login:
Name: musicpro
Password: guide
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Ne w Ya m a h a Good i e :
M OX „Soun d & G r oov e Kit “

The free MOX „Sound & Groove Kit“ is available for all registered users of the MOX.
This soundset includes an „Electronic & Dance“ soundlibrary featuring 128 Voices - a selection of the best synth-sounds from the EASY
SOUNDS soundlibraries for the MOTIF series.
In addition, the package includes a WAV loop pool with drums, synths, vocals, sound effects and atmospheres for Cubase AI and other DAWs.
Registration for this goodie is done by writing an informal e-mail with the keyword „MOX“ to this e-mail address:
motifnews@easysounds.de

EASY SOUNDS Soundsets for MOX
The popular MOTIF soundlibrary from EASY SOUNDS will be available shortly in the MOX format.
The following products are in preparation:
• Yamaha MOX „Xtasyn“
• Yamaha MOX „Synth Xtreme“
• Yamaha MOX „Magical Pads“
• Yamaha MOX „Stage & Studio“
• Yamaha MOX „Phat Analog“
• Yamaha MOX „Organ Session“
• Yamaha MOX „Hypnotic Stepz“
• Yamaha MOX „Chill Xperience“
• Yamaha MOX „Mystic Spheres“
• Yamaha MOX „Dance Xpanded“
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Y a mah a C P 1 A r tis t P e r for m a n c es
A free soundset available in excellent quality is abvailable for every CP1 user.
A total of 64 Performances were programmed by renowned sound designers Johannes Waehneldt and Peter Jung on behalf of Yamaha Music
Europe.
The soundset can be requested by sending an e-mail to
motifnews@easysounds.de
containing the keyword „CP1 Artist“.
You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS containing a link where the file can
be downloaded.
In addition you are automatically registered for the free subscription of
the monthly Music Production Guide.
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Fl as h M emo r y
Conte n t fo r
M OTI F X F

Yamaha is working with third party

User Voice Bank 2 – Yamaha

software vendors (KEYFAX, EASY

B ank

SOUNDS,

DSF,

SONIC

REALITY)

to offer an extensive amount of
free and optional Flash Memory
content.

User Drum Voice Bank
The User Drum Voice Bank features

A selection of additional Voices from the
Yamaha Library: S700 piano, organs,
brass & reeds, sweet voices, pads.

twelve new Drumkits (Acoustic Drums,
Oriental Percussion, Hip Hop, House...)
These Voice Banks can be individually

From the first day of delivery all registe-

User Voice Bank 3 –

red MOTIF XF users will have access to a

Third Part y Bank

loaded into the volatile SDRAM of the
MOTIF XF, if no Flash Memory Module is

free download file containing a first stock

Organs, synth leads, synth comps, synth

of Samples to build their own expandab-

strings, pads, atmospheres... A Voice

le sample library for the non-volatile Flash

selection

Memory of their MOTIF XF.

of DCP PRODUCTIONS and EASY

Banks into the SDRAM for a quick audition

This Content Package contains three new

SOUNDS. This Bank for instance inclu-

of the material before loading them into the

User Voice Banks, 353 User Waveforms,

des 32 Voices from the EASY SOUNDS

Flash Memory.

458 MB of Samples and 12 User Drum Kits

Libraries „Organ Session“ and „Phat

(Oriental Drums & Percussion).

Analog“ each.

from

the

sound

libraries

User Voice Bank 4 – O riental

contained in the Flash Memory Content

Instruments

U ser Voice Bank 1 – Factory
Content

It is also recommended to load the Voice

This free Flash Memory Content can be requested by sending an e-mail containing

Here is an overview of the Voice Banks
Package:

installed.

the keywords „MOTIF XF Flash Content“ to:
motifnews@easysounds.de

128 Oriental instrument Voices, with
micro-tuning, mainly programmed by

The MOTIF XF user will receive an e-mail

the Turkish musician Mert Topel. If you

from EASY SOUNDS with a password and

want to play these Voices with a „nor-

a link where the file can be downloaded.

Contains the same content of the new

mal“ tone scale, go to VOICE - EDIT -

MOTIF XF Factory Bank. That‘s why no

COMMON EDIT - F1 General - SF2 Play

additional Flash Memory content is ad-

Mode and set the parameters Bank to

red for the free monthly Music Production

ded to this Bank.

„pre“ and Tuning Number to „1“.

Guide..

In addition you are automatically registe-

EUROPE.YAMAHA.COM

Yamaha
02|2012

M US I C

P R O DUC T I O N

MOTI F XS E ur op e a n
Loy alt y P r o gra m
V ers io n 2
The „European Loyalty Program” offers MOTIF XS users free additional but
nonetheless high-class content.
It is mainly a premium Voice and Samplelibrary which is produced by EASY SOUNDS in
collaboration with Yamaha Music Europe and contains the following:
• The 3-layers Yamaha S700 stereo piano (32 MB compressed) of the Yamaha S90 ES
which is known as the ultimate piano sound from Yamaha synths. The Piano is featured
in different variations (e.g. Brite, Dark, Ballad Stack)
• „Sweet Voices“ from the Yamaha Tyros (Trumpet, Trombone, Saxophone, Panflute...)
• New Choir and Scatvoices
• Best-of compilations of optional soundsets from EASY SOUNDS (synths, pads &
atmospheres, organs...)
• Best-of compilation of the Xpanded series from Yamaha Europe (converted from
MOTIF ES)
• A WAV pool containing 200 WAV files with 93 MB in total. These are drum loops,
vocal and vocoder phrases, sound effects, and atmospheres
Furthermore the Loyalty Program contains a comprehensive MOTIF XS Quick Guide in PDF
format. This Quick Guide is compiled of all XS articles and workshops from the MOTIF News
Guide.
To register for the Loyalty program simply write an e-mail with the keyword „MOTIF XS Loyalty
Program“ to:
motifnews@easysounds.de
As soon as the registration process is complete the MOTIF XS user will receive an e-mail from
EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file can be downloaded. The size of
the download file is 221 MB.
In addition you are automatically registered for the free monthly Music Production Guide.
Alternatively the „European Loyalty Content Package“ can be delivered on an USB memory
stick, which must be ordered for a reasonable price from www.easysounds.de in addition to
the e-mail procedure mentioned above. Remember to add the keyword „MOTIF XS Loyalty
Program“ to your USB memory stick order.
Already registered MOTIF XS users can request an update by sending an e-mail to:
motifnews@easysounds.de
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M OTI F XS Soun ds e t : “O r i e n t a l
Instr um en t s & P e r c u s s ion ”
MOTIF XS users can enjoy a free
soundset:

„Oriental

Instruments

& Percussion“ can be downloaded
from Yamaha Music Europe in
cooperation with EASY SOUNDS.
The soundset contains the following:

kish music.
Authentic samples of oriental musical instruments plus the most popular turkish Micro Tunings are the basic building blocks of
this soundset.
Nonetheless these special oriental instru-

• 36 Performances

ments can be used in music styles like pop,

• 128 Voices

world, chill out, ambient and whatever you

• 9 User Drum Voices

can imagine.

• 113 User Waveforms of oriental

motifnews@easysounds.de
The MOTIF XS user will receive an e-mail
from EASY SOUNDS with a password and a
link where the file can be downloaded. The
size of the download file is 66 MB.
In addition you are automatically registered for the free monthly Music Production
Guide.
Alternatively the „European Loyalty Content Package“ can be delivered on an USB

The 128 Voices and 36 Performances are

memory stick, which must be ordered for a

mostly built from the new User Waveforms

reasonable price from www.easysounds.de

• 84 MB Samples

and Samples. Some Voices are modified

in addition to the e-mail procedure men-

• 6 Turkish Authentic Micro Tunings

Preset Voices.

tioned above. Remember to add the key-

instruments

„Oriental Instruments“ has been produced

This free soundset can be requested by

by turkish musicians and is developed for

sending an e-mail containing the keyword

the use in both traditional and modern tur-

„Oriental“ to:

word „Oriental Instruments“ to your USB
memory stick order.

S90 XS / S 7 0 XS:
Soundp a ck a ge
A

free

„Soundpackage“

with

Vocoder Dream z

additional high-class content is

The S90 XS / S70 XS version of „Voco-

available for S90 XS / S70 XS users.

der Dreamz“ features 40 Vocoder Voices

This Soundpackage is produced by EASY
SOUNDS under contract to Yamaha Music
Europe and contains the following:

and a comprehensive manual on how to
use them with the S90 XS Vocoder. The
User Voice Bank is divided as follows:
• 1 – 16 Vocoder Voices (Vocoder +

P op & Dance
This Voice Bank features 128 professional User Voices compiled from po-

Pad/Atmo/Synth)
• 17 – 36 Vocoder Voices (Basic Type)
• 37 – 40 Vocoder Voices (LFO-Type)

pular EASY SOUNDS libraries for the
MOTIF XS and the MOTIF ES Xpanded

WAV-Poo l

keyword „S90 XS / S70 XS Soundpackage“
to:
motifnews@easysounds.de
You will receive an e-mail from EASY
SOUNDS with a password and a link where
the file can be downloaded. The size of the
download file is 136 MB.
In addition you are automatically registered for the free monthly Music Production
Guide.
Alternatively the Soundpackage can be
delivered on an USB memory stick, which

series from Yamaha Europe converted

The WAV pool contains 200 WAV files

must be ordered for a reasonable price

for the S90 XS / S70 XS.

with a total size of 93 MB. These are

from www.easysounds.de in addition to the

drum loops, vocoder phrases, sound ef-

e-mail procedure mentioned above. Re-

fects, and atmos.

member to add the keyword „S90 XS / S70

The set „Poc & Dance“ contains Voices
from these EASY SOUNDS soundsets:
• Chill Xperience
• Dance Xpanded

XS Soundpackage“ to your USB memory
News Guides

stick order.

All already published editions of the

• Magical Pads

„Music Production Guide“ are included

• Mystic Spheres

in PDF format.

• Stage & Studio

This free soundpackage can be reques-

• Synth Xtreme

ted by sending an e-mail containing the
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MOTI F -RACK XS:
Sound & In fop a c k a g e
MOTIF-RACK XS users can obtain the free „Sound & Infopackage“ that‘s produced by EASY SOUNDS under contract
to Yamaha Music Europe.
The software package contains the following:
• Soundset „POP & DANCE“ with 128 professional Voices
• WAV-Pool with 200 loops and audio-phrases
• Demo song
• PDF file of a comprehensive guide plus tips & tricks  
This free soundpackage can be requested by sending an e-mail containing the keyword „MOTIF-RACK XS Sound & Infopackage“ to:
motifnews@easysounds.de
You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file can be downloaded.
The size of the download file is 125 MB.
In addition you are automatically registered for the free monthly Music Production Guide.

S 90 ES , MO T IF-RACK ES, M O :
Sound li b r a r i es
Users of the MO6 / MO8, S90 ES, and MOTIF-RACK ES can obtain a free Sound & Infopackage that‘s produced by
EASY SOUNDS under contract to Yamaha Music Europe.
This includes the soundset „Pop Xpanded“ with 192 profesional live- and arpeggio-sounds. For details on this soundset see the box to the right.
Furthermore a comprehensive documentation of the soundset, Quick Guides, demo-sounds, and other useful files are included.
This free soundpackage can be requested by sending an e-mail containing the keyword „Pop Xpanded“ to:
motifnews@easysounds.de
You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file can be downloaded.
The size of the download file is 13 MB.
In addition you are automatically registered for the free monthly Music Production Guide.
User Voice Bank 1 is identical to „Arp Xpanded“ and features 128 Voice based on 106 new User Arpeggio Phrases. (In the MOTIF-RACK ES
version the Arpeggiator is deactivated, since the RACK has no User Arpeggios.)
Voices 1 – 64 of the User Voice Bank 2 are identical to the 64 „Live-Voices“ of „Live Xpanded“. These are keyboard and synth sounds which
are specially programmed for pop, rock, dance, and live entertainment.
The Voices 65 – 128 of the User Voice Bank 2 are compiled by the best synthesizer sounds of the factory preset sounds from the MOTIF ES
and MOTIF-RACK ES.
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M M6 / MM 8:
Softwa r e-P a cka g e „ Liv e & St u d io“
Users of the MM6 and MM8 can
obtain the free software package
„Live & Studio“ that‘s produced by
EASY SOUNDS under contract to
Yamaha Music Europe.

pattern orientated factory Performances.

The software package contains the fol-

troller events which set the effects and

lowing:

In addition you are automatically registe-

sounds of the MM6 / MM8 to be controlled

red for the free monthly Music Production

• MM6 / MM8 Live Peformance Bank

in „PC-Mode” with 16 MIDI channels (mul-

Guide.

• Song templates

timode).

• Demo song with audio and MIDI

The demo songs combine MIDI and audio

The Song templates contain setup data in

You will receive an e-mail from EASY

formats for Cubase, Logic, and standard

SOUNDS with a password and a link where

MIDI file (SMF). They feature SysEx events,

the file can be downloaded. The size of the

Bank Select, Program Change, and Con-

download file is 131 MB.

tracks for Cubase, Logic, Standard

tracks. The MIDI tracks control the MM6 /

MIDI File)

MM8. The audio tracks are used to play

• WAV loop pool for Cubase + Logic
(drums, synths, vocals, effects, atmos)
• MM6 / MM8 Quick Guide

motifnews@easysounds.de

back samples from the included „WAV
pool”.
The free software package can be reques-

The 64 Performances for the MM6 are

ted by sending an e-mail containing the

more suitable for live music than the more

keyword „MM6 / MM8 Live & Studio“ to:

T ENORI - ON :
Eur ope a n Voice & S a mp l e b a n k
Yamaha Music Europe and EASY
SOUNDS
provide
their
free
soundlibrary „European Voice &
Samplebank“ to all Tenori-On
users.
The downloadable file (48 MB) contains the

• SQ_DarkUni.tnw

rectories. Combining sounds really widens

• DR_AnalogKit1.tnw

the sound variety enormously.

• SQ_Xsynth.tnw

So if you want to set up your own kits from

• DR_AnalogKit2.tnw

the WAV files you first should audition the

• VO_VocalsFemale.tnw

samples using a file player, sampler, or
audio sequencer. Then simply drag and

• DR_BreakKit.tnw

drop the samples you want to use into the

• VO_VocalsMale.tnw

Voice Manager software.

• 4 Tenori-On Demos (AllBlock-Files)

• DR_XdrumAdd.tnw

This free sound library can be requested by

• 268 Samples in WAV-Format (19 MB)

• VO_VocoderFemale.tnw

sending an e-mail containing the keyword

• Comprehensive PDF documentation

• DR_XdrumBasic.tnw

following:
• 18 Tenori-On User Voices (Samplings)

The User Voices feature multiple drum kits,

• VO_VocoderMale.tnw

sound effects, vocal / vocoder kits, and

The samples used in the Voices are also

synth sounds. Here‘s an overview of the

provided as WAV files. Hence you can use

User Voices:

the downloadable Tenori-On User Voice

• BA_MiniSquare.tnw
• FX_Atmo.tnw
• BA_Xbass.tnw
• FX_Long.tnw
• CO_CombKit1.tnw

Manager to individually re-map the drum
and FX kits. This way you can modify the

„Tenori-On European Voice & Samplebank“
to:
motifnews@easysounds.de
You will receive an e-mail from EASY
SOUNDS with a password and a link where
the file can be downloaded. The size of the
download file is 49 MB.

supplied kits or combine new ones from the

In addition you are automatically registe-

scratch.

red for the free monthly Music Production

The User Voices „CO_CombKit1“ and

Guide.

„CO_CombKit2“ demonstrate how the

• FX_Short.tnw

sounds can be combined in a creative way.

• CO_CombKit2.tnw

They use samples from different sample di-
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F re e D r u m k it s
for DTX 9 0 0 & D TX T REM E I I I
Yamaha offers free content for DTX900K, DTX950K, and DTXTREMEIII.
There are five content packages available for downloading:
• Extra Content 1 - Jazz Kit (4 Drum Kits)
• Extra Content 2 - Rock Kit (13 Drum Kits)
• Extra Content 3 - Electronic Kit (15 Drum Kits)
• Extra Content 4 - Vintage Kit (6 Drum Kits)
• Extra Content 5 - Oak Kit (6 Drum Kits)
Altogether there are 44 Drum Kits (containing 150 MB samples) available.
For more information and the download links visit:
http://dtxdrums.yamaha.com
Go to the Downloads / Driver and Software section.
O cean Way Drums DTXPANSIO N Kit
These three Drum Kits have been produced by Yamaha‘s sound designer Dave Polich and are based on the sample library from Ocean Way
(Sonic Reality).
The Drum Kits feature a very complex programming containing multiple velocity layers. You can download the file at:
http://www.dtxperience.com/dtxpansion.php

F re e D r u m k it s
for th e D T X -M ULT I 1 2
Yamaha provides 25 high quality Drum Kits (75 MB) for the DTX-MULTI 12 for free download.
It is the same content that has been available for some time now for DTX900K, DTX950K, and DTXTREMEIII.
Here‘s an overview of the available Kits, which are divided into two files:
File 1 = Acoustic Kits
• Jazz Maple (5 variations)
• Oak X Single (5 variations)
• Vintage (5 variations)
• Rock Single (5 variations)
File 2 = Electronic Kits
• ClasscDance
• Classic RX
• Drum’n’Bass
• HipHop90bpm
• House 128bpm   
More information and download links can be found here:
http://download.yamaha.com
First select your country and then enter DTX-MULTI12 into the search form.
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D T X - M ULT I 1 2 So u n d s e t:
„Ori e n t a l P e r c u s s ion“
The DTX Electronic Percussion Pad MULTI-12 uses many of the high-end
features and sounds from the DTX and MOTIF series and provides an
optimum tool for live drumming, productions or rehearsals.
With over 1,200 high-class sounds - including newly-developed drum, percussion and keyboard sounds - the DTX-12 MULTI enriches any musical situation. Up to 200 User Sets can
be programmed and added with effects to get ready for every conceivable musical style with
the best sounds around. In addition, the large 64MB Flash-ROM Wave-Memory can be filled
with additional samples which then can be assigned to the Pads.
Now the brand new soundset „Oriental Percussion“ for the DTX-MULTI 12 is available for
registered users. It is provided by EASY SOUNDS on behalf of Yamaha Music Europe - free
of charge.
The download package includes the following:
• 50 Patterns
• 24 Kits
• 132 User Waves (18 MB Samples)
The soundset has been designed primarily for traditional and modern Turkish music.
It‘s based on authentic samples of oriental percussion instruments.
The oriental instruments are however well suited for use in other music styles such as Pop,
World, Chill Out, Ambient, etc.
„Oriental Percussion“ was programmed by the Turkish musician and producer Mert Topel.
Since 1990 Mert Topel is working as a musician with nationally and internationally known
pop and rock stars such as Tarkan (1993-2008) and many others. Mert recorded several albums as a producer of jazz, fusion, rock bands, and singers like Kirac, Mor ve Otesi, Gülden
Goksen, Grizu etc. He also has his own jazz-rock band „Fenomen“, which published its first
album in 2006 - with very good response from jazz lovers. Right now his band is working
on a second album. Another project is a collaboration with Alper Maral in the production
of an electro-acoustic-oriented album called „The Voltage Control Project“, which appears
in 2010.
The DTX-12 MULTI Patterns produced by Mert Topel should inspire the musician in the first
place and serve as basis for his own music productions.
This free soundset can be requested by sending an e-mail containing the keyword „DTX-M12
Oriental“ to:
motifnews@easysounds.de
The user will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where the
file can be downloaded. The size of the download file is 24 MB.
In addition you are automatically registered for the free monthly Music Production Guide.
Alternatively the Soundpackage can be delivered on an USB memory stick, which must be
ordered for a reasonable price from www.easysounds.de in addition to the e-mail procedure
mentioned above. Remember to add the keyword „DTX-M12 Oriental“ to your USB memory
stick order.
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F re e T u tor i a l DVD
for MO T IF XS / X F U s e r s
The free tutorial DVD „The World of MOTIF XS“ (English language) is available for all registered european MOTIF XS and MOTIF XF users.
The DVD procures comprehensive instructions on how to use a MOTIF XS in a music production environment. The running time of over 3 hours covers deep insights in topics like interactive Arpeggios, live performances, sampling, recording sessions, Cubase AI and much more.
Although the instructions refer to the MOTIF XS, this DVD is of interest for MOTIF XF users,
because the XS‘ operation is substantially the same concept.
To request this DVD simply write an e-mail to:
musicproduction@yamaha.de
Please give your name, address, serial number of your MOTIF XS or MOTIF XF, and the keyword „The World of MOTIF XS“ - even if you already are a registered MOTIF XS user.
Important note: This DVD can not be shipped outside Europe!

C ubas e A I T uto r i a l Vi d e o s
for r egi s t er ed u s e r s
Thanks to the cooperation between Yamaha and Steinberg most of
the recent instruments and mixing desks from the Yamaha Music
Production range have the DAW software Cubase AI included – for
those who do not own a DAW software yet this is one good reason
more to buy from Yamaha. Even more Cubase AI is a music production tool with functions which were exclusive for high-end studios not
very long time ago.
Even better: European customers buying a Yamaha Music Production
instrument with included Cubase AI software are qualified to request
a free English language tutorial CD from ASK Video containing 23
videos on how to use Cubase AI4.
The CD is English language only and only available as long stocks
last. So better be quick – request your CD by sending an e-mail
containing the serial number of your Yamaha instrument and your
name and address to:
musicproduction@yamaha.de
MOTIF XS users can order this CD in combination with the tutorial DVD „The World
of MOTIF XS“.
Important note: This CD-ROM can not be shipped outside Europe!
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O ption a l s o un d s e t s for
M OTI F - S er i es / S - S e r i e s / M O
„ Xtasyn“

„Hypnotic Stepz“

Up-to-date synth and drum sounds for dance,
trance, pop, and electronic. Phat leads &
synthcomps, pads, FX. Special attack Waveforms for punchy sounds

For users having a penchant for stepsequencers and analogue synth sounds. Synth
sounds, drums and sequences are impres
sively combined

„FM Xpanded – Vol . 1:
Electric Piano & Clavinet“

„Magical Pads“

Sample-based FM sounds with very high dynamic and authenticity, which are heavily
based on classic DX7 sounds, but also offer
new and innovative creations

Provides warm, analogue pad sounds with
huge atmosphere. Refined with sweeps,
swells, synthbrasses, atmo-sounds, and musical sound effects

„Phat Ana log“

„Mystic Spheres“

Synthleads,
pads
&
more!
Time
less Voice and sample library with a
Minimoog emulation (Leadsynths) and JP-8
sounds. The ultimate analogue extension!

The ultimate Ambient + Electronic set. It contains atmospheres, pads, sound effects, spacy
synth leads, trance sounds, vocal pads, and
analogue vintage sounds

„Chill Xperience“

„Vocoder Dreamz“

Soundset for Chill Out, Lounge, Ambient,
New Age, Electronic, and related genres.
These sounds offer a high level of musical
inspiration

Combines vocoder Voices, vocal phrase kits,
and drum loop kits. The vocal phrases and
drum loops are controlled by User Arpeggios.
Its speciality is the vocoder choirs

„Drum Performer“

„Organ Session“

Lavishly produced ‘Real Drums’ for extremely
realistic sound; dry, fat and punchy. Extreme
range of sounds achieved by different recording techniques

This set is an impressive emulation of the
legendary Hammond B3. Smacky organ
sounds with concise key click and controllable
percussion. Perfect for Rock, Pop and Jazz

„Stage & Studio“
The ultimate top 40 and live set! Contains
the most important standard instruments and
synth sounds for live musicians. Outstanding
performance and power

General Information:
The above sound sets are available for the following devices:
• MOTIF XF, MOTIF XS, MOTIF ES, MOTIF-RACK XS,
		 MOTIF-RACK ES, S90 XS, S70 XS, S90 ES, MO6, MO8

„Dance Xpanded“
Sounds for Dance, Trance, Electronic, Chill
Out, Pop. The Voices include atmospheres,
pads, leads, synth basses, chord synths, gated
pads, and arpsounds

• The sound sets ‘FM Xpanded’, Drum Performer and
		 ‘Vocoder Dreamz’ are available exclusively for MOTIF XS
		 and MOTIF XF
Each sound set contains 128 Voices. Depending on the device,
additional content such as Performances, Samples, User Arpeggios, and WAV Loops are included. Further details can be found on
www.easysounds.de

„Synth Xtreme“

Price per soundset= 35,- EUR

Offers a vast range of fat, analogue synth
sounds of the highest quality. Suitable for
Trance, Electronic, Techno, and many other
genres of trendy pop music

The soundsets are available from:
EASY SOUNDS – Peter Krischker
vertrieb@easysounds.de
http://www.easysounds.de
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Impr int & f u r t h e r Lin k s

Important websites
for MOTIF users
Official international Yamaha website for synthesizers
including a comprehensive download section
http://www.yamahasynth.com/

Yamaha
Music Production Guide
The official News Guide about the Yamaha Music Production product series and Computer Music Instruments
Published by

Official website of Yamaha Music Europe GmbH

EASY SOUNDS

http://www.yamaha-europe.com

Peter Krischker

American MOTIF support website including message

Am Langberg 97 A

board + KEYFAX webshop + „XSpand Your World“
downloads
http://www.motifator.com/

D-21033 Hamburg
Telephone: +49 40 - 738 62 23
in cooperation with

EASY SOUNDS website + webshop sounds and

Yamaha Music Europe GmbH

USB sticks for Yamaha synths

Siemensstraße 43

http://www.easysounds.de

D-25462 Rellingen
Telephone: +49 41 01 - 30 30

John Melas MOTIF Site
Editor softwares for the MOTIF series
http://www.jmelas.gr/motif/

e-mail: motifnews@easysounds.de
The

free

Music

Production

Guide

contains

news,

tips & tricks, software offers, and interviews on and
around

Music Production Guide
History
You can download all English editions already pub-

Yamaha

synthesizers

of

the

MOTIF
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