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Interview: Dirk Sengotta

One of the most innovative  
of the German drummers elite

For many years now he is playing Yamaha 

drums, and his shows enthusiates drummers 

in whole Germany. The list of stars with whom 

he was on tour or in the studio is long. Nino 

De Angelo, Sasha, Gloria Gainor, Marianne Ro-

senberg, Anne Haiges, Pointer Sisters, Stefan 

Raab, Rufus Thomas, to name a few.

Since when do you play Yamaha drums and how 

did it come to this collaboration?

I‘m playing for Yamaha since about 1994. I had 

recorded several different things and had sent them 

to Hamburg. Things moved pretty quickly then, I was 

in the boat and the first drum kits were sent to me for 

testing. I also got an e-drum set later and was asked if 

I could do some shows with it. The tour went through 

all the major cities, but still combined with an acoustic 

drum set.

Which drum set do you currently play?

My acoustic set consists of a 10“, 14“ or 15“ Tom, a 

22“ bass drum, 13“ and 12“ snare drum. I play diffe-

rent sets from the Yamaha Maple Custom, and Birch 

Custom series, sometimes I mix them depending on 

the desired sound. Obviously i also play e-drums. On 

the last tour with Marianne Rosenberg I had a DTX 

electronic drum set on one side a acoustic set on the 

other side. So I was able to use acoustic and electronic 

sounds by simpling turning myself around.

What are your current projects?

I‘m working on a new album with Lutz Deterra. The 

project is very chilly and I‘m happy to be working 

as a composer, too. It will be released in around two 

months. It certainly will be available on iTunes or via 

my label www.suamusic.de. That‘s as much as I like 

to reveal for now.

In addition, I‘m working on a new project called 

www.studio-drummer.com. I‘ve launched this project 

with Andy Herr, he‘s owning a very nice studio and 

has specialized in drum sounds. By this we‘re offe-

ring drum recording sessions to customers around the 

world. It‘s a piece of cake in today‘s world with the 

internet. 
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Are there any workshop tours planned?

I have developed a new workshop called „The three 

pillars of the drummer“ over the past year. In this 

workshop, I try to to give quite a lot of tips to begin-

ners and advanced drummers. In the beginning it‘s all 

about equipment. Which drums and what hardware 

should I buy and how to build a decent set. The second 

basic pillar is about sound and groove, which always 

go together in my opinion. In this part of the work-

shop you learn how to tune and damp a set, and why it 

should sound different for different grooves. The last 

part of the workshop is about the interaction with a 

band, musical talent and the equipment that you need 

as a complement to the drum set, like microphones, 

headphones, in-ear systems and so on. The workshop 

is of great interest for every drummer.

Did your work as a drummer change in recent 

years?

Actually there is a constant evolution. In the 80ies  

I have always dreamt to become a studio drummer. 

But when I was ready, the studios had no jobs, for 

most of them used the „LinnDrum“ at that time. 

Countless albums were produced with this drum 

machine then. So I had to rethink and I bought the 

Yamaha RX5 drum achine and worked with it. We 

even made some recordings for „Mousse T.“ with the 

RX5. By working with drum machines, I had to deal 

with the whole technology. Today it looks very diffe-

rent again. There are many recordings nowadays, with 

acoustic drums or electronic drums that provide good 

acoustic samples, such as the Yamaha DTX 900 or the 

DTX Multi-12.

You just recorded a video about the Yamaha DTX 

Multi 12. Please tell us about it.

Working with the Multi 12 is fun. I immediately fell 

in love with the compact multi pad and started to try 

all of its features. In the video, I demonstrate how to 

use the Multi 12. As a percussion pad, in combina-

tion with an acoustic set, as a small drum set with a 

Kickpad and HiHat controller or even as a DJ. There 

are certainly many other ways to use the Multi Pad, 

but in my video to get a general idea. You can check it 

out here: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3xWXqf2cT4

Which are your favourite features of the Multi 12?

The DTX Multi 12 is extremely versatile. It contains 

morer than 1,200 drum, percussion & MOTIF sounds. 

With the 64 MB of flash ROM memory you also have 

the opportunity to work with your own samples. It‘s as 

easy as connecting a USB stick or other USB storage 

devices to the USB port. 
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It can be played with sticks, but also with hands. If, 

for example, a set of conga is selected, a small hand 

appears on the display, which means that the pads are 

set more sensitive and thus easily to play with hand 

and fingers. And it‘s perfect that the M12 is so small 

and compact. I live situations I‘m using the M12 as 

an addition to an acoustic set. I‘m connecting an extra 

kickpad to it and am able to choose between an acou-

stic and electronic bass drum. And in addition to the 

12 pads on the device itself, you can still connect  

more pads or triggers. With Steinberg Cubase AI5  

a DAW software is included. If you download the 

USB MIDI driver from the Yamaha website  

(http://dtxdrums.yamaha.com/), you can directly  

record grooves into your computer or laptop. So you 

get a professional recording studio software with the 

DTX Multi 12. That‘s cool.

Do you have some tips for the young drummer?

The young drummer should place more emphasis on 

sound and groove. Some drummers don‘t really pay 

attention to their equipment or can not even tune their 

set properly. If you only work on technique these 

basics are too often cut short.

More information about Dirk Sengotta can be found 

on his website: 

www.dirksengotta.de
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John Melas: MOTIF XS / XF Waveform Editor – Update 1.41

In the issue 11/2010 of the Music Production 

Guide we presented the Waveform Editor of 

the Greek software vendor John Melas.

Back then we learnt that the name „Waveform Editor“ 

is quite an understatement, as the combined Voice / 

Waveform Manager goes far beyond what one would 

expect from a waveform editor. This is even more 

true for the latest update 1.41, because it adds features 

which make this product a kind of „super tool“.

MOTIF XF / XS users who value a comfortable sound 

management should definitely purchase this software!

The current components of the editor include the 

following.

Voice / Waveform Manager

The Voice window is the heart of the editor, which 

should be very interesting for most users.

Here complete Voice libraries can be managed, in-

cluding their User Waveforms and Samples. Multiple 

files can be opened simultaneously. Thus, it is possible 

to combine the sounds of different Voice libraries in 

a simple and convenient way. Waveform duplicates 

are detected in the processing, so no duplication will 

occur.

Waveform Editor

Waveforms can be loaded from and saved to MOTIF 

XS format files (X0A, X0V, X0W) or AIFF, WAV and 

SoundFont files. Complete Waveforms can be rearran-

ged, copied or deleted.

Keybank Editor

All KeyBank parameters such as Volume, Pan, Key 

and Velocity Range, etc. can be edited. KeyBanks can 

be deleted, copied or rearranged.

AIFF or WAV files can be imported, including the 

loop points for new KeyBanks.
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An auto-mapping feature allows the interpretation of 

key and velocity information from the file name. In 

combination with the already existing function „Split 

Around Roots“ this results in an extremely comfor-

table auto mapping. The information for the root key 

can either be the note names (eg C3, F#3, A3 ...) or the 

MIDI note numbers (eg 060, 063, 069...).

Loop Editor

In this editor the loops of the samples can be edited. 

Loops can be set or changed with the help of a zoom 

function. Some handy functions such as loop crossfa-

de, normalizing, and trimming are available, too.

But now for the main improvements in version 1.41.

User Arpeggio Management

The „Voice / Waveform Manager“ was extended to a 

„Voice / Arpeggio / Waveform Manager“.

User Arpeggios are now included in the Voice ma-

nagement. They are listed in a separate window where 

they can be copied, sorted, deleted, renamed and 

transferred.

User arpeggios can be loaded into the editor from All 

files (.X0A. X3A) and from Arpeggio files (.X0G).

In the actual process of Voice management - meaning 

the copying of individual Voices between different li-

braries - the contained User Arpeggios are copied, too. 

Even better: If the same Arpeggios are used in several 

Voices, these duplicates are detected and not copied 

more than once. Excellent!

With the integration of the User Arpeggios the Voice/

Waveform/Sample management has reached a level 

we could only have dreamt of a few months ago.

Data exchange between XS and XF files

Voices, Arpeggios, and Waveforms can be exchanged 

between XS and XF file formats. It is escepcially re-

markable that even XF content can be converted to the 

XS format. This assumes that the used Preset Waves 

and Preset Arpeggios are available in the MOTIF XS, 

which is not the case for all Voices of the XF.

Voice Edit

With the functions „Edit Waveforms“ and „Edit 

Voice“ some edits are possible, which actually relate 

to the Voice Editor:

•	Key	Range	and	Velocity	Range	settings	of	the	

Voice	Elements

•	The	ARP1	-	ARP5	assignments	of	the	Arpeggios

•	Assignments	of	Preset	or	User	Waveforms	to	the	

Voice	Elements

Furthermore User Voices and Drum Voices can now 

be initialized.

Deleting Waveform Duplicates

When copying Voices between files Waveform dupli-

cates were already detected. Now with „Edit - Remove 

Duplicate Waveforms“ there is a new function which 

allows you to detect and delete Waveform duplicates 

that are already existing in a library.
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Creating a documentation

It is essential to keep organized when you manage a 

lot of sounds. An excellent help is the „Export Cata-

log“ function from the file menu. This function creates 

a text file containing a list of the numbers and names 

of all Voices, Arpeggios, and User Waveforms.

KeyBank Counter

This feature is particularly of interest for those  

MOTIF XF users who are planning extensive Voice 

and Waveform combinations for the flash memory 

boards, for there is a limit regarding the KeyBanks: 

Up to 8,192 can be loaded into a flash module.

The total number of KeyBanks existing in a library is 

now shown in the lower part of the currently active 

window, alongside the number of Voices, Arpeggios, 

and Waveforms.

Furthermore a warning message is displayed if the 

maximum number of 8,192 KeyBank is exceeded.

More on this topic can be read in the following article 

„MOTIF XF KeyBank Counter“, which refers to 

optional soundsets.

The MOTIF Waveform Editor costs 60 EUR and is 

available at

http://www.jmelas.gr
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MOTIF XF KeyBank Counter

What is a „KeyBank Counter“? And why do I 

need this as MOTIF XS User?

These questions probably came to your mind when 

you were reading the title of this article.

If you have read the previous article about John Melas 

Waveform Editor you should know what all this is 

about.

There are certain limits for the MOTIF XF Flash 

Memory Expansion Modules in addition to the limit 

of storage capacity of 512 MB or 1 GB: A maximum 

number of 2,048 Waveforms and 8,192 KeyBanks can 

be installed.

While these are huge sizes that are exceeded only in 

exceptional cases, the number of KeyBanks used for 

soundsets, however, can vary very much. There are 

some sets that contain an extreme amount of Key-

Banks, such as „Hynotic Stepz“ with 2,290 KeyBanks 

- while only occupying a memory size of 121 MB. 

This is because the Waveforms contained in this libra-

ry are mapped chromatically. Each key has a sample 

assigned to it.

Even the promotional content „Inspiration in a Flash“ 

can keep up with its 3,961 KeyBanks due to numerous 

drumkits and complex multi-samples. However, here 

the high number of KeyBanks is accompanied by 

463 MB of samples.

You see: In a bad situation, it may in fact occur that 

the huge number of 8,192 KeyBanks is exceeded.

It can also occur when you do not select the option 

„none“ whenever you want to only load the parame-

ters from an „all“-file. The option „without samples“ 

is to be taken literally, for here in fact no actual sam-

ples are loaded, but the Waveforms and KeyBanks. 

These are added to the existing ones. This can lead 

very quickly to cross the ceiling.

In the MOTIF XF there is no indication of the number 

of existing KeyBanks. However, this is now included 

in the above-described new version of the Waveform 
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Editor by John Melas. Now, you may not want to load 

the current file into the Waveform Editor, whenever 

you want to add something to the existing Flash con-

tent. Or perhaps you don‘t own the editor yet - which 

would be a pity!

No matter - even then you can be helped - at least 

when it comes to the loading of optional sound sets 

from EASY SOUNDS.

Here is an overview of all available MOTIF XF sound 

sets, which also lists the number of Waveforms and 

KeyBanks and the memory size in MB.

But there‘s no need for a calculator if you want to set 

up your desired combination.

Instead, download this Excel file:

http://www.easysounds.eu/XF_Keybanks.xls

This file contains the table above - with the possibility 

to quickly calculate the number of Waveforms and 

KeyBanks. Simply delete the values of the soundsets 

you do not own or do not want to include in your com-

pilation. The sum is then updated immediately.

As shown in the table the sum of all soundsets‘ 

KeyBanks is 17,530. From this number the 3,125 Key-

Banks from „Super Session V2“ can be deducted, 

as this bundle is composed of soundsets, which are 

already listed in the table. This results in the new total 

of 14,405 KeyBanks for all sound sets, including the 

promotion files. If two Flash Boards with 1 GB each 

are installed, a total of 16,384 KeyBanks is available.

So even after loading the Waveforms (including their 

KeyBanks) and samples of all soundsets with some 

skillful division there is still room for more content.

Finally a important hint:

Be sure to save each new com-

pilation of sounds in the Flash 

Boards as an „all“-file using the 

option „with sample“(!) onto an 

USB Stick and copy the file to 

the hard drive of your computer. 

If the Flash Memory is deleted 

due to a failure or faulty operati-

on, you only need to load this file 

to restore the previous state.

Exceeding the maximum num-

ber of KeyBanks or canceling 

a storing job could trigger such 

a malfunction under adverse 

conditions.
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MOTIF XS OS 1.60: Voice and sample management

In the last issue we introduced the functions 

of the new MOTIF XS operating system 1.60. 

A special highlight is the new INTEGRATED SAM-

PLING Job „Delete Same Name Waveforms“, which 

can be used to find and delete existing Waveform 

duplicates. By this needless occupied sample memory 

is freed up again. The assignment of the Waveforms to 

the Voices is automatically corrected in the execution 

of the Job.

The compilation of Voices from different soundsets 

including their User Waveforms and Samples is much 

easier with this new feature. Some examples will  

explain how to use it the most efficient way.

Basically, two different approaches are possible:

1. Loading a Voice and deleting duplicates

This method is useful when only a limited number of 

Voices is to be loaded. After each single loaded Voice 

it would be checked, if  there are Waveform duplica-

tes. These would be deleted immediately, before the 

next Voice is loaded. However for this method you 

would have to change between the FILE mode (Load 

Voice) and the INTEGRATED SAMPLING mode 

(Job	-	F3	Other	-	03	Delete	Same	Name	Waveforms) 

for each loaded Voice.

2. Loading several Voices and deleting 

duplicates

With a larger number of Voices on the other hand, it 

is more useful to first load all the required Voices of a 

soundset one by one, without switching directly to the 
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INTEGRATED SAMPLING mode after each loading 

process. The repetive switching between the FILE 

and the INTEGRATED SAMPLING mode would be 

rather tedious and inefficient in the long run.

After all Voices are loaded, you would switch to the 

INTEGRATED SAMPLING mode to successively 

select the new User Waveforms and perform the Job 

„Delete Same Name Waveforms“ on them, to delete 

existing duplicates.

However this approach can leave gaps in the Wave-

form list. This can be corrected by storing the memory 

contents (Voices including User Waveforms and Sam-

ples) as an „all“ file type, which is then reloaded after 

the turning the instrument off and on again.

Example: Phat Analog

In this example, the succesive loading of 16 individual 

Voices from the soundset „Phat Analog“ and the sub-

sequent deletion of  Waveform duplicates is described.

Step 1: Loading the Voices A01 to A16 individually

•	VOICE	Mode

•	FILE	-	Type	=	voice

•	Select	File	PhatAnalog_XS.X0A	and		

press	ENTER

•	Highlight	the	Voice	001	„Sync	Power	AF1	&	2“	

in	the	Directory

•	Set	the	desired	bank	and	Voice	destination		

(eg	USR1	-	001)	

•	SF2	-	Load	-	Yes

•	Highlight	the	Voice	002	in	the	Directory

•	Set	the	next	destination	(eg	USR1	-	002)

•	Repeat	the	procedure	with	the	Voices	003-016	

Now, all 16 Voices, including the associated User 

Waveforms and Samples, are loaded. Due to Wave-

form duplicates the sample memory is filled with 

189 MB, although the soundset in total uses only 

120 MB. You can check this in INTEGRATED		

SAMPLING	-	F6	Rec	-	SF6	INFO.

These redundant Waveform duplicates will be deleted 

in the next step.

Step 2: Deleting the Waveform duplicates

•	 INTEGRATED	SAMPLING

•	Job	F3	Other	-	03	Delete	Same	Name		

Waveforms	-	ENTER

•	Select	Waveform	0001	„JP	SynSqr“.	The	„Same	

Name	Waveforms“	0018	and	0034	are	displayed

•	Delete	the	Waveform	duplicates	of	Waveform	

0001	by	pressing	ENTER	-	YES

•	Select	the	next	Waveform	0002.	Here	five		

„Same	Name	Waveforms“	are	listed

•	Delete	the	Waveform	duplicates	of		

Waveform	0002	by	pressing	ENTER	-	YES

•	Repeat	this	procedure	with	the	other		

Waveforms	0003-0043	

After deleting all the „Same Name Waveforms“ the 

sample memory is filled with only 60 MB. But the 

Waveform List has significant gaps. Especially the 

Waveforms at the rear end (30 and 44) are almost 

deserted.

If now other Voices were added from other soundsets, 

the gaps would be filled by and by - but the Waveform 

List would also be very confusing.
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Use the following procedure to „close ranks“ and thus 

create a clear sequence in the Waveform List in which 

no gaps remain.

Step 3: Optimizing the Waveform List

•	FILE	-	Type	=	all	voice

•	SF1	SAVE	-	enter	name	-	ENTER	-	Yes

•	Turn	the	device	off	and	on,	so	that	the	Waverform	

memory	is	deleted	(or	perform	INTEGRATED	

SAMPLING	-	JOB	-	F3	Other	-	02	Delete	All)

•	SF2	LOAD	-	select	the	previously	saved		

voice	file	-	ENTER	-	Yes

After this procedure, the Waveform memory locations 

0001 - 0014 are occupied. There are no more gaps in 

the list.

Finally, here‘s an important hint regarding the assign-

ment of the Waveforms to the User Voices: In addition 

to the deletion of the Waveform duplicates a correc-

tion of the assignments in the Voices is done. Instead 

of the duplicates the Elements will be associated with 

the original Waveform.

So after performing the above steps you could see in 

VOICE EDIT (Element...	-	F1	Oscillator	-	Wave	Num-

ber) that only the Waveforms 0001-0014 are used.

After you became familiar with these steps the entire 

procedure described here is completed within a few 

minutes.

The cost for compiling a Voice selection from various 

soundsets is reduced to a minimum with the new OS 

update.

A word about Performances:

Basically, it is also possible to include Performances 

in the combination of several soundsets. If you intend 

to do so, you should write down the names of the User 

Voices that are assigned to the Parts of the Performan-

ces. These Voices have to be included in your selec-

tion.

After you are done with the compilation of the Voices 

load the desired Performances into the MOTIF. The 

alert indicating that the Performance contains User 

Voices is for information only and can be ignored. The 

Performance will still be loaded.

Then you need to correct the Voice assignments for 

the Performance‘s Parts	(F1	Voice	-	SF1	Voice	-	Bank	

/	Number), for the User Voices are not stored on the 

original locations. 

Peter	Krischker
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User review of the MOTIF XF 
Part 1: Voices

by Harald Landsdorf

Harald Landsdorf - aka Musiker Lanze - has 

made himself a name with his forum commit-

ment, demos, YouTube videos, statements in 

the MOTIF News Guide and numerous personal 

contacts with MOTIF users.

In	the	last	issue	Harald	described	his	impressions	of	

the	new	Performances	of	the	MOTIF	XF.	This	issue	

contains	his	description	of	the	Voices.

First to the Preset Voices that have been completely 

taken from the MOTIF XS.

These begin with very nice acoustic pianos of all 

kinds. They are followed by piano stacks, the Rhodes 

and Wurlitzer sounds are a blast, too. The selection 

of pianos, electric pianos and especially organs is just 

huge so you can find something suitable for all types 

of music.

The basses, whether acoustic or electric, are powerful. 

The electronic division of the basses in terms of Vinta-

ge / Minimoog is plentiful and available in an absolu-

tely good quality. Here, the good effects such as „amp 

simulation“ have a substantial share of the excellent 

sound and punch of the bass.

The acoustic strings and ensembles are very good. You 

could describe them as „graceful, natural, classic“ - 

and there are  really a lot of them. The same applie to 

the woodwinds: Very nice and comfy.

The synth leads and analog sounds are also excellent 

and feature  rich modulation possibilities.

The choir sound are not the highlights of this synth, in 

my opinion.

The „world“ sounds are quite well supported, espe-

cially oriental sounds are sufficiently well served.

In terms of pads you will be supported more than am-

ple. Beautiful warm pads of all colors are available for 

all musical directions,  spacey, analog, digital, bright 

or dark, you will find everything you need.

Effect and „weird“ sounds are also present in abun-

dance.
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The drum kits serve any purpose and are easy to  

describe: excellent.

My personal favourites are the guitars.

Whether acoustic, distorted, clean ... in my opinion the 

XF excels all other competitors by far!

The Voices can be played clear and clean and be 

„decorated“ with all sorts of playing styles and sounds 

you know from playing a real guitar. The Arpeggiator 

features great rhythmic accompaniments and riffs for 

the guitar Voices.

In addition, these Voices escpecially profit from the 

Xpanded Articulation (XA).

The XA-Voices are labeled as such in the display 

and use the combination of up to eight Elements in 

order to make dynamic sound variations. Using the 

two assignable AF buttons string Voices for instance 

are switched from marcato to pizzicato. Or a special 

legato effect for certain Voices is produced. By this 

you are able to play beautiful slide guitar lines, create 

flageolets and much more ...

Even many bass guitar Voices make use of the XA 

technology.

Now for the new XF-Voices of the User Bank 1.

The Voices of this Bank are largely based on the new 

Preset Waveforms and are really worth to hear!

One of the highlights of the MOTIF XF is certainly 

the S6 piano sample, which is already known from the 

S90 XS. Whether the „Natural Grand“, the somewhat 

more pointy „Rock Piano“, the „Wooden“ or the „In-

timate“ variants: The sounds are excellent, and can be 

played very nuanced and expressively. This escep-

cially benefits from the extra sample for the release 

phase. After all, the new pianos earn top ratings.

Also many new vintage organs from the time of the 

transistor organs were added. These organs sound as 

much as possible like in „the good old days“, in which 

rock history was written.

And there are four new accordions: Master Accordion, 

French Musette, Casotto, and Tango Accordion. These 

sound very nice and realistic and should certainly 

attract every accordion lover.

The new harpsichord sounds really wiry and almost 

like the original.

To the new basses there is absolutely nothing wrong. 

Personally I like the Voice „Pick Amp“ best.

The new saxophones have been significantly improved 

and sound even more realistic. At least as long as you 

can also implement the appropriate way of playing 

these instruments on a keyboard.

In the area of brasses I like the Voice „Jazz Brass 

Section“ in particular - a really good and broad brass 

ensemble.

There are also new sounds in the clavi department, all 

of them percussive and pretty wiry.

Another highlight are the single coil electric guitars 

like the „Vintage 1coil Chorus“ or the „Breakback 

Mountain“. They sound absolutely authentic. Here 

once again you can hear how the effects of the XF 

refine a sound so that it just sounds perfect.

Also new are the clean jazz guitars like „Jazz Clean 

AF 1 & 2“ or the slightly „toasted“ Voice „Jazz Blues“ 

- you should try Assignable Buttons 1 and 2 here!

In the strings section there are also some very nice 

additions that represent a significant enrichment. 

There are really big symphonic string ensembles, but 

also smaller ones that have their charm in the various 
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playing style, be it normal, plucked or with tremolo.

Additionally many new high-quality synth pads and 

SFX Voices can be found in the User bank 1.

Another little highlight is the Banjo 2, especially when 

you turn on the Arpeggiator. Really very realistic, 

because it resembles the „Wild West“.

But don‘t you forget the new oriental instruments. 

I particularly like the „Sitar 2“ here.

And last but not least there are eight new drum kits in 

the field of ethno, trance, oldschool, and orchestra per-

cussion, which do well with the other drum kits and 

have to be considered as a useful supplement. Again, 

the quality of the sounds is beyond any doubt.

All in all, one can say that the new Voices push the 

MOTIF XF even further forward. The piano Voices 

alone make you do not want to do without it.

And the two Assignable switches AF1 and AF2 bring 

further „life“ to the sounds...

My personal conclusion about the MOTIF XF

The MOTIF XS was good, but the XF is even better! 

Especially the much advertised Flash Memory seems 

to me to be one of the main reasons why XS users 

change to the XF.

But besides that, there are many innovations that 

make the XF that good, be it the new sounds, or some 

specific features that easen the work with the XF. The 

selection of Voices and Performances is just huge and 

excellent. I‘m almost tempted to call the XF a „jack of 

all trades“ because you will really find any sound you 

just need - and that in an absolutely good quality.

It should be noticed that companies such as EASY 

SOUNDS, KEYFAX and others provide a lot of addi-

tional new sound food of outstanding quality.

From my own experience I can recommend the new 

soundsets of the men from Peter Krischker‘s Easy 

Sounds. For a really low price (compared to the effort 

that was being run) you get an extensive sound library 

that supplements the XF with Voices / Performances, 

you would still miss on the XS.

The MOTIF XF is an absolutely inspiring „machine“ 

which every musician can have a lot of fun. I own  

the XS for almost four years now and am still absolu-

tely thrilled by it. I think this will not be different with 

the XF.

In my opinion the MOTIF XF is the workstation that 

offers the best sounds and scores in all other areas. 

It‘s just fun to improvise on the XF and spend hours 

recording songs and experiment with the instrument. 

In terms of sounds the sun shines bright and golden 

with the XF!the starting point for a complete song 

arrangement.

Harald	Landsdorf
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MOTIF Know How:  
Frequently asked questions – and their answers!

The following contains a selection of questions and their answers concerning Yamaha synthesizers, 

found in the Yamaha Synth Forum and answered by the Yamaha Europe Support Team.

MOTIF XS / XF:

Interruptions while playing Patterns

Question:

When	playing	Patterns	sometimes	brief	inter-
ruptions	or	delays	occur.	Why?

Answer:

This can occur, when Pattern Phrases contain 
Program Change events.

Program change events are MIDI events, which 
select a certain Voice at any time within a MIDI 
track.

Select the Phrase and hit EDIT to check, if there 
is a PROGRAM CHANGE between the notes. 
Delete it if necessary.

It may be, that these Program Change events 
were generated while recording due to a Voice 
change, without you being aware of it. Or the 
events were contained in a MIDI file that you 

imported into the phrase.

Source:	SwaggerJacky	/	ProfSynth

MOTIF XS / XF:

Click signal on the Assignable Outs

Question:

How	can	I	playback	a	song,	so	that	it	is	availa-
ble	without	click	on	the	main	outputs	and	with	
click	on	the	assignable	outputs?

Answer:

The metronome of the sequencer can not be 
routed to one of the assignable outs. But you 
can create a separate click track for the song and 
route the appropriate mixing Part to the desired 
assignable output.

By this also count-ins and endings etc. can be 
realized.
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The procedure is quite simple:

Song	->	Mixing	->	Edit	->	Select	the	relevant	
Part	->	F1	„Voice“	->	SF2	„Output“	->	
Output	Select	to	select	the	desired	output	(eg	
as	L,	or	as	R).

Some tips concerning click tacks:

I give the drummer a tonal starting signal 
(ping), so he hears that I have started the song. 
Followed by one bar of clicks (Rim Shot) for 
the drummer to find the rhythm, and one bar 
of clicks for the drummer to count in the band. 
Shortly before the end of the song I insert one 
„Ending“ bar into the click track (Closed HH).

Sometimes it‘s good to have a tonal signal for 
certain parts of the song (eg for cueing the sin-
ger). There‘s nothing worse than to miss the cue 
when the sequencer runs.

In some cases, a groove works very well as 
click, for here the drummer can‘t just play 
around like with a normal 4/4 click.

Source:	SwaggerJacky

MOTIF XS / XF:

Setting the pitch bend range

Question:

How	can	I	expand	the	range	of	the	pitch	bend	
wheel?

Answer:

In the Voice mode select EDIT	-	COMMON	
EDIT	-	F1	General	-	SF2	Play	Mode.

The section Pitch features the parameters PB 
Range Upper and PB Range Lower.

The value ranges can be changed in semitones 
of max. +/- 24.

Obviously, the changes have to be saved to the 
Voice with STORE.

In the Performance or Mixing mode these para-
meters can be found in EDIT	-	COMMON	EDIT	
-	F1	General	-	SF4	Other.

Source:	Musiker	Lanze

MO6 / MO8:

Incorrect port settings in the  
Multi Part Editor

Question:

I	have	opened	the	Multi	Part	Editor	in	the	Stu-
dio	Manager	to	mix	the	sounds	of	my	MO6.

Now	I	have	tried	to	move	the	faders	to	adjust	
the	volume	levels	of	the	individual	Parts.	But	
this	changes	the	pitch	and	not	the	volume.

Answer:

This is apparently due to wrong Port assign-
ments.

Check the settings of the Ports in the editor.

The ports should be set like this:

Remote	Input	Port	=	YAMAHA	USB	IN-04

Remote	Output	Port	=	YAMAHA	USB	OUT-04

MIDI	Input	Port	=	YAMAHA	USB	IN-01

MIDI	Output	Port	=	YAMAHA	USB	OUT-01

Source:	SwaggerJacky

MOTIF XS / MOTIF XF / XS S90 / S70 XS:

Error when loading single  
Performances?

Question:

I	have	purchased	some	soundsets	from	Easy	
Sounds.	As	the	new	sounds	are	generally	in	
USER1,	I	wanted	to	load	the	User	Voice	bank	1	
and	the	Performance	bank	1.

However,	if	I	load	the	Performance	bank,	a	
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message	appears	that	User	Voices	are	included.	
At	this	point	the	loading	process	stops.

Answer:

Despite this warning the Performances are still 
loaded correctly.

The warning only informs you that the Perfor-
mance uses User Voices which are necessary for 
the correct function of the Performance, because 
the Voices themselves are not loaded in the pro-
cess of loading Performances!

Source:	ProfSynth

Yamaha Steinberg driver for MAC OSX

64bit versions?

Question:

Can	I	use	the	Yamaha	Steinberg	FW	Driver	
and	the	Yamaha	USB	Audio	Driver	for	my	new	
twelve-core	Mac	Pro?

Answer:

There is no 64bit version of the driver yet.

The existing 32bit versions of the drivers may 
be installed if the Mac is started in 32bit mode. 
To do this press and hold the keys „3“ and „2“ 
while turning on the Mac. This must be done 
for each reboot because this is not a permanent 
setting.

Source:	Yamaha	Support	
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Flash Memory Content for MOTIF XF

Yamaha is working with third party software 

vendors (KEYFAX, EASY SOUNDS, DSF, SONIC 

REALITY) to offer an extensive amount of free 

and optional Flash Memory content. 

From the first day of delivery all registered  

MOTIF XF users will have access to a free download 

file containing a first stock of Samples to build their 

own expandable sample library for the non-volatile 

Flash Memory of their MOTIF XF.

This Content Package contains three new User Voice 

Banks, 353 User Waveforms, 458 MB of Samples and 

12 User Drum Kits (Oriental Drums & Percussion).

Here is an overview of the Voice Banks contained in 

the Flash Memory Content Package:

User Voice Bank 1 – Factory Content

Contains	the	same	content	of	the	new	MOTIF	XF	

Factory	Bank.	That‘s	why	no	additional	Flash	

Memory	content	is	added	to	this	Bank.

User Voice Bank 2 – Yamaha Bank 

A	selection	of	additional	Voices	from	the	Yamaha	

Library:	S700	piano,	organs,	brass	&	reeds,	sweet	

voices,	pads.

User Voice Bank 3 -Third Party Bank

Organs,	synth	leads,	synth	comps,	synth	strings,	

pads,	atmospheres...	A	Voice	selection	from	the	

sound	libraries	of	DCP	PRODUCTIONS	and	

EASY	SOUNDS.	This	Bank	for	instance	includes	

32	Voices	from	the	EASY	SOUNDS	Libraries		

„Organ	Session“	and	„Phat	Analog“	each.

User Voice Bank 4 – Oriental Instruments

128	Oriental	instrument	Voices,	with	micro-tuning,	

mainly	programmed	by	the	Turkish	musician	Mert	

Topel.	If	you	want	to	play	these	Voices	with	a		

„normal“	tone	scale,	go	to	VOICE	-	EDIT	-		

COMMON	EDIT	-	F1	General	-	SF2	Play	Mode	

and	set	the	parameters	Bank	to	„pre“	and	Tuning	

Number	to	„1“.
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User Drum Voice Bank - Oriental Drums & 

Percussion 

The	User	Drum	Voice	Bank	features	twelve	new	

Drumkits	(Acoustic	Drums,	Oriental	Percussion,	

Hip	Hop,	House...).

These Voice Banks can be individually loaded into 

the volatile SDRAM of the MOTIF XF, if no Flash 

Memory Module is installed.

It is also recommended to load the Voice Banks into 

the SDRAM for a quick audition of the material befo-

re loading them into the Flash Memory.

This free Flash Memory Content can be requested by 

sending an e-mail containing the keywords „MOTIF 

XF Flash Content“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

The MOTIF XF user will receive an e-mail from 

EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where  

the file can be downloaded. 

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

Optional soundsets for the MOTIF XF

There will be a comprehensive software offering for 

the MOTIF XF from third party vendors.

Like for the MOTIF XS the soundforges KEYFAX 

(motifator.com) and EASY SOUNDS (easysounds.de) 

will be the leading developers.

Both companies plan to provide comprehensive Flash 

Memory Content Packages. Here is an overview of the 

planned EASY SOUNDS products:

XFlash1 = „Dance“

Dance,	Trance,	Electronic,	Pop	...	about	384	MB	

of	Samples,	384	Voices,	64	Performances

Bundle	of	the	sound	libraries	Synth	Xtreme,		

Dance	Xpanded	and	Hypnotic	Stepz

XFlash2 = „Live“

Sound	Library	for	live	musicians	and	producers,	

about	384	MB	of	Samples,	384	Voices,		

128	Performances

Bundle	of	the	sound	libraries	Stage	&	Studio,	

Organ	Session	and	Phat	Analog

XFlash3 „Atmospherics“

Pads,	atmospheres,	sound	effects,	about	384	MB		

of	Samples,	384	Voices,	64	Performances

Bundle	of	the	sound	libraries	Chill	Xperience,	

Magical	Pads	and	Mystic	Spheres

These Voice Banks can be completely loaded into a 

Flash Memory Expansion Module. Single components 

(User Voice Banks e.g.) may also be loaded into the 

volatile SDRAM memory. This is handy for a quick 

audition of the material or if no Flash Memory Modu-

le is installed.

In addition to these packages the complete MOTIF XS 

Sound Library from EASY SOUNDS will be adapted 

for the MOTIF XF and be available in time for the 

delivery of the XF. Almost all the titles of the library 

can either be loaded into the SDRAM memory or the 

Flash Memory.

Here is an overview of all planned MOTIF XF sound-

sets:

•	„Stage	&	Studio“

•	„Dance	Xpanded“

•	„Synth	Xtreme“

•	„Hypnotic	Stepz“

•	„Chill	Xperience“

•	„Phat	Analog“

•	„Magical	Pads“

•	„Mystic	Spheres“

•	„Vocoder	Dreamz“

•	„Organ	Session“

•	„Drum	Performer“

•	„FM	Xpanded	-	Vol.	1“
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MOTIF XS European Loyalty Program – Version 2
The „European Loyalty Program” offers MOTIF 

XS users free additional but nonetheless high-

class content.

It is mainly a premium Voice and Samplelibrary which 

is produced by EASY SOUNDS in collaboration with 

Yamaha Music Europe and contains the following:

•	The	3-layers	Yamaha	S700	stereo	piano	(32	MB	

compressed)	of	the	Yamaha	S90	ES	which	is	

known	as	the	ultimate	piano	sound	from	Yamaha	

synths.	The	Piano	is	featured	in	different	varia-

tions	(e.g.	Brite,	Dark,	Ballad	Stack)

•	„Sweet	Voices“	from	the	Yamaha	Tyros	(Trumpet,	

Trombone,	Saxophone,	Panflute...)

•	New	Choir	and	Scatvoices

•	Best-of	compilations	of	optional	soundsets	from	

EASY	SOUNDS	

(synths,	pads	&	

atmospheres,		

organs...)

•	Best-of	compilati-

on	of	the	Xpanded	

series	from	Yamaha	

Europe	(converted	

from	MOTIF	ES)

•	A	WAV	pool	contai-

ning	200	WAV	files	with	93	MB	in	total.	These	

are	drum	loops,	vocal	and	vocoder	phrases,	

sound	effects,	and	atmospheres

Furthermore the Loyalty Program contains a com-

prehensive MOTIF XS Quick Guide in PDF format. 

This Quick Guide is compiled of all XS articles and 

workshops from the MOTIF News Guide. 

To register for the Loyalty program simply write an  

e-mail with the keyword „MOTIF XS Loyalty  

Program“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

As soon as the registration process is complete the 

MOTIF XS user will receive an e-mail from EASY 

SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file 

can be downloaded. The size of the download file is 

221 MB. 

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

Alternatively the „European Loyalty Content Packa-

ge“ can be delivered on an USB memory stick,  

which must be ordered for a reasonable price from  

www.easysounds.de in addition to the e-mail proce-

dure mentioned above. Remember to add the keyword 

„MOTIF XS Loyalty Program“ to your USB memory 

stick order.

Already registered MOTIF XS users can request an 

update by sending an e-mail to:

motifnews@easysounds.de
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MOTIF XS Soundset: “Oriental Instruments & Percussion”
MOTIF XS User can enjoy a free soundset: 

„Oriental Instruments & Percussion“ can be 

downloaded from Yamaha Music Europe in 

cooperation with EASY SOUNDS.

The soundset contains the following:

•	36	Performances

•	128	Voices

•	9	User	Drum	Voices

•	113	User	Waveforms	of	oriental	instruments

•	84	MB	Samples

•	6	Turkish	Authentic	Micro	Tunings

„Oriental Instruments“ has been produced by turkish 

musicians and is developed for the use in both  

traditional and modern turkish music.

Authentic samples of oriental musical instruments 

plus the most popular turkish Micro Tunings are the 

basic building blocks of this soundset.

The 128 Voices and 36 Performances are mostly built 

from the new User Waveforms and Samples. Some 

Voices are modified Preset Voices.

This free soundset can be requested by sending an  

e-mail containing the keyword „Oriental“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

The MOTIF XS user will receive an e-mail from 

EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where  

the file can be downloaded. The size of the download 

file is 66 MB. 

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

Alternatively the „European Loyalty Content Packa-

ge“ can be delivered on an USB memory stick,  

which must be ordered for a reasonable price from  

Nonetheless these special oriental instruments can be 

used in music styles like pop, world, chill out, ambient 

and whatever you can imagine.

www.easysounds.de in addition to the e-mail proce-

dure mentioned above. Remember to add the keyword 

„Oriental Instruments“ to your USB memory stick 

order.
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S90 XS / S70 XS Soundpackage
A free „Soundpackage“ with additional high-

class content is available for S90 XS / S70 XS 

users. 

This Soundpackage is produced by EASY SOUNDS 

under contract to Yamaha Music Europe and contains 

the following:

Pop & Dance

This	Voice	Bank	features	128	professional	User	

Voices	compiled	from	popular	EASY	SOUNDS	

libraries	for	the	MOTIF	XS	and	the	MOTIF	ES	

Xpanded	series	from	Yamaha	Europe	converted		

for	the	S90	XS	/	S70	XS.

The	set	“Poc	&	Dance”	contains	Voices	from		

these	EASY	SOUNDS	soundsets:

•	Chill	Xperience

•	Dance	Xpanded

•	Magical	Pads

•	Mystic	Spheres

•	Stage	&	Studio

•	Synth	Xtreme

WAV-Pool

The	WAV	pool	contains	200	WAV	files	with	a	total	

size	of	93	MB.	These	are	drum	loops,	vocoder	

phrases,	sound	effects,	and	atmos.	

MOTIF News Guides

All	already	published	editions	of	the	“MOTIF	

News	Guide”	are	included	in	PDF	format.	

This free soundpackage can be requested by sending 

an e-mail containing the keyword „S90 XS / S70 XS 

Soundpackage“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

loaded. The size of the download file is 136 MB. 

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

Vocoder Dreamz

The	S90	XS	/	S70	XS	version	of	“Vocoder	Dreamz”	

features	40	Vocoder	Voices	and	a	comprehensive	

manual	on	how	to	use	them	with	the	S90	XS		

Vocoder.	The	User	Voice	Bank	is	divided		

as	follows:

•	1	–	16	Vocoder	Voices	(Vocoder	+		

Pad/Atmo/Synth)

•	17	–	36	Vocoder	Voices	(Basic	Type)

•	37	–	40	Vocoder	Voices	(LFO-Type)

Alternatively the Soundpackage can be delivered on 

an USB memory stick, which must be ordered for a 

reasonable price from www.easysounds.de in addition 

to the e-mail procedure mentioned above. Remember 

to add the keyword „S90 XS / S70 XS Soundpackage“ 

to your USB memory stick order.
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MOTIF-RACK XS: Sound & Infopackage
MOTIF-RACK XS users can obtain the free 

„Sound & Infopackage“ that‘s produced by 

EASY SOUNDS under contract to Yamaha  

Music Europe.

The software package contains the following:

•	Soundset	„POP	&	DANCE“	with		

128	professional	Voices

This free soundpackage can be requested by sending 

an e-mail containing the keyword „MOTIF-RACK XS 

Sound & Infopackage“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

•	WAV-Pool	with	200	loops	and	audio-phrases

•	Demo	song	

•	PDF	file	of	a	comprehensive	guide	plus		

tips	&	tricks		

loaded. The size of the download file is 125 MB.

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

Users of the MO6 / MO8, S90 ES, and MOTIF-

RACK ES can obtain a free Sound & Infopack-

age that‘s produced by EASY SOUNDS under 

contract to Yamaha Music Europe.

This includes the soundset “Pop Xpanded” with 

192 profesional live- and arpeggio-sounds. For details 

on this soundset see the box to the right.

Furthermore a comprehensive documentation of the 

soundset, Quick Guides, demo-sounds, and other  

useful files are included.

This free soundpackage can be requested by sending 

an e-mail containing the keyword „Pop Xpanded“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

loaded. The size of the download file is 13 MB.

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

MO6 / MO8 / S90 ES / MOTIF-RACK ES 

Voice-Library „Pop Xpanded“

This library contains 192 User Voices compiled from 

the MOTIF ES libraries “Arp Xpanded” and  

“Live Xpanded”.

User Voice Bank 1 is identical to “Arp Xpanded” and 

features 128 Voice based on 106 new User Arpeggio 

Phrases. (In the MOTIF-RACK ES version the  

Arpeggiator is deactivated, since the RACK has no 

User Arpeggios.)

Voices 1 – 64 of the User Voice Bank 2 are identical 

to the 64 „Live-Voices“ of „Live Xpanded“. These are 

keyboard and synth sounds which are specially pro-

grammed for pop, rock, dance, and live entertainment.

The Voices 65 – 128 of the User Voice Bank 2 are 

compiled by the best synthesizer sounds of the factory 

preset sounds from the MOTIF ES and MOTIF-

RACK ES. 

MO6/8, S90 ES, MOTIF-RACK ES: Free Soundlibrary
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MM6 / MM8: Software package „Live & Studio“
Users of the MM6 and MM8 can obtain the 

free software package „Live & Studio“ that‘s 

produced by EASY SOUNDS under contract to 

Yamaha Music Europe. 

and Controller events which set the effects and sounds 

of the MM6 / MM8 to be controlled in “PC-Mode” 

with 16 MIDI channels (multimode).

The software package contains the following:

•	MM6	/	MM8	Live	Peformance	Bank	

•	Song-Templates	

•	Demo-Song	with	audio	and	MIDI	tracks	for	

Cubase,	Logic,	Standard	MIDI	File)

•	WAV	loop	pool	for	Cubase	+	Logic	(drums,	

synths,	vocals,	effects,	atmos)	

•	MM6	/	MM8	Quick	Guide

The 64 Performances for the MM6 are more suitable 

for live music than the more pattern orientated factory 

Performances.

The Song templates contain setup data in formats for 

Cubase, Logic, and standard MIDI file (SMF). They 

feature SysEx events, Bank Select, Program Change, 

The demo songs combine MIDI and audio tracks. 

The MIDI tracks control the MM6 / MM8. The audio 

tracks are used to play back samples from the included 

“WAV pool”.

The free software package can be requested by sen-

ding an e-mail containing the keyword „MM6 / MM8 

Live & Studio“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

loaded. The size of the download file is 131 MB.

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 
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TENORI-ON: European Voice & Samplebank
Yamaha Music Europe and EASY SOUNDS provi-

de their free soundlibrary “European Voice & 

Samplebank” to all Tenori-On users. 

The downloadable file (48 MB) contains the  

following:

•	18	Tenori-On	User	Voices	(Samplings)

•	4	Tenori-On	Demos	(AllBlock-Files)

•	268	Samples	in	WAV-Format	(19	MB)

•	Comprehensive	PDF	documentation

The User Voices feature multiple drum kits, sound 

effects, vocal / vocoder kits, and synth sounds. Here‘s 

an overview of the User Voices:

BA_MiniSquare.tnw	 FX_Atmo.tnw	

BA_Xbass.tnw	 	 FX_Long.tnw	

CO_CombKit1.tnw	 FX_Short.tnw	

CO_CombKit2.tnw	 SQ_DarkUni.tnw	

DR_AnalogKit1.tnw	 SQ_Xsynth.tnw	

DR_AnalogKit2.tnw	 VO_VocalsFemale.tnw	

DR_BreakKit.tnw		 VO_VocalsMale.tnw	

DR_XdrumAdd.tnw	 VO_VocoderFemale.tnw	

DR_XdrumBasic.tnw	 VO_VocoderMale.tnw

The samples used in the Voices are also provided as 

WAV files. Hence you can use the downloadable 

Tenori-On User Voice Manager to individually  

re-map the drum and FX kits. This way you can  

    modify the supplied kits or  

    combine new ones from  

     the scratch. 

The User Voices “CO_CombKit1” and  

“CO_CombKit2” demonstrate how the sounds can be 

combined in a creative way. They use samples from 

different sample directories. Combining sounds really 

widens the sound variety enormously. 

So if you want to set up your own kits from the WAV 

files you first should audition the samples using a file 

player, sampler, or audio sequencer. Then simply drag 

and drop the samples you want to use into the Voice 

Manager software. 

This free sound library can be requested by sending an 

e-mail containing the keyword„Tenori-On European 

Voice & Samplebank“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

loaded. The size of the download file is 49 MB.

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide.
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Yamaha offers free content for DTX900K, DTX950K, and DTXTREMEIII.

There are five content packages available for downloading:

•	Extra	Content	1	-	Jazz	Kit	(4	Drum	Kits)

•	Extra	Content	2	-	Rock	Kit	(13	Drum	Kits)

•	Extra	Content	3	-	Electronic	Kit	(15	Drum	Kits)

•	Extra	Content	4	-	Vintage	Kit	(6	Drum	Kits)

•	Extra	Content	5	-	Oak	Kit	(6	Kits)

Altogether there are 44 Drum Kits (containing 150 MB samples) available.

For more information and the download links visit:

http://dtxdrums.yamaha.com

Go to the Downloads / Driver and Software section.

Ocean Way Drums DTXPANSION Kit 

These three Drum Kits have been produced by Yamaha‘s sound designer Dave Polich and are based on the sample  

library from Ocean Way (Sonic Reality).

The Drum Kits feature a very complex programming containing multiple velocity layers.

You can download the file at:

http://www.dtxperience.com/dtxpansion.php	

Free Drum Kits for DTX900K / DTX950K / DTXTREMEIII
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DTX-MULTI 12 „Oriental Percussion“

The new DTX Electronic Percussion Pad MUL-

TI-12 uses many of the high-end features and 

sounds from the DTX and MOTIF series and 

provides an optimum tool for live drumming, 

productions or rehearsals. 

With over 1,200 high-class sounds - including newly-

developed drum, percussion and keyboard sounds 

- the DTX-12 MULTI enriches any musical situation. 

Up to 200 User Sets can be programmed and added 

with effects to get ready for every conceivable musical 

style with the best sounds around. In addition, the 

large 64MB Flash-ROM Wave-Memory can be filled 

with additional samples which then can be assigned to 

the Pads.

Now the brand new soundset „Oriental Percussion“ 

for the DTX-MULTI 12 is available for registered 

users. It is provided by EASY SOUNDS on behalf of 

Yamaha Music Europe - free of charge.

The download package includes the following:

•	50	Patterns

•	24	Kits

•	132	User	Waves	(18	MB	Samples)

The soundset has been designed primarily for traditio-

nal and modern Turkish music.

It‘s based on authentic samples of oriental percussion 

instruments.

The oriental instruments are however well suited for 

use in other music styles such as Pop, World, Chill 

Out, Ambient, etc.

„Oriental Percussion“ was programmed by the Turkish 

musician and producer Mert Topel.

Since 1990 Mert Topel is working as a musician with 

nationally and internationally known pop and rock 

stars such as Tarkan (1993-2008) and many others. 

Mert recorded several albums as a producer of jazz, 

fusion, rock bands, and singers like Kirac, Mor ve 

Otesi, Gülden Goksen, Grizu etc. He also has his own 
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Mert Topel

jazz-rock band „Fenomen“, which published its first 

album in 2006 - with very good response from jazz 

lovers. Right now his band is working on a second 

album. Another project is a collaboration with Alper 

Maral in the production of an electro-acoustic-oriented 

album called „The Voltage Control Project“, which 

appears in 2010.

The DTX-12 MULTI Patterns produced by Mert Topel 

should inspire the musician in the first place and serve 

as basis for his own music productions.

This free soundset can be requested by sending an  

e-mail containing the keyword „DTX-M12 Oriental“ 

to: 

motifnews@easysounds.de

The user will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS 

with a password and a link where the file can be 

downloaded. The size of the download file is 24 MB. 

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

Alternatively the Soundpackage can be delivered on 

an USB memory stick, which must be ordered for a 

reasonable price from www.easysounds.de in addition 

to the e-mail procedure mentioned above. Remember 

to add the keyword „DTX-M12 Oriental“ to your USB 

memory stick order.
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Yamaha now provides 25 high quality Drum Kits (75 MB) for the DTX-MULTI 12 for free download.  

It is the same content that has been available for some time now for DTX900K, DTX950K, and DTXTREMEIII.

Here‘s an overview of the available Kits, which are divided into two files:  

File 1 = Acoustic Kits 

•	Jazz	Maple	(5	variations)

•	Oak	X	Single	(5	variations)

•	Vintage	(5	variations)

•	Rock	Single	(5	variations)	

File 2 = Electronic Kits

•	ClasscDance	

•	Classic	RX	

•	Drum’n’Bass	

•	HipHop90bpm	

•	House	128bpm			

More information and download links can be found here:

http://dtxdrums.yamaha.com	

Go to Downloads / Drivers and Software

New: Free Drum Kits for the DTX-MULTI 12
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Free Tutorial DVD for MOTIF XS / XF users
The free tutorial DVD “The World of MOTIF XS” (English language) is available 

for all registered european MOTIF XS and MOTIF XF users.

The DVD procures comprehensive instructions on how to use a MOTIF XS in a 

music production environment. The running time of over 3 hours covers deep  

insights in topics like interactive Arpeggios, live performances, sampling,  

recording sessions, Cubase AI and much more.

Although the instructions refer to the MOTIF XS, this DVD is of interest for  

MOTIF XF users, because the XS‘ operation is substantially the same concept.

To request this DVD simply write an e-mail to:

musicproduction@yamaha.de

Please give your name, address, serial number of your MOTIF XS or MOTIF XF, and the keyword “The World of MO-

TIF XS” - even if you already are a registered MOTIF XS user. 

Important note: This DVD can not be shipped outside Europe!

Cubase AI tutorial videos for registered users
Thanks to the cooperation between Yamaha and 

Steinberg most of the recent instruments and mixing 

desks from the Yamaha Music Production range 

have the DAW software Cubase AI included – for 

those who do not own a DAW software yet this is 

one good reason more to buy from Yamaha. Even 

more Cubase AI is a music production tool with 

functions which were exclusive for high-end studios 

not very long time ago.

Even better: European customers buying a Yamaha 

Music Production instrument with included Cubase 

AI software are qualified to request a free English language tutorial CD from ASK Video containing 23 videos on how 

to use Cubase AI4.

The CD is English language only and only available as long stocks last. So better be quick – request your CD by  

sending an e-mail containing the serial number of your Yamaha instrument and your name and address to:

musicproduction@yamaha.de

MOTIF XS users can order this CD in combination with the tutorial DVD “The World of MOTIF XS”. 

Important note: This CD-ROM can not be shipped outside Europe!
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Optional sound sets for MOTIF-Series / S-Series / MO
„Xtasyn“

Up-to-date synth and drum sounds for 
dance, trance, pop, and electronic. Phat 
leads & synthcomps, pads, FX. Special 
attack Waveforms for punchy sounds

„Hypnotic Stepz“

For users having a penchant for step-
sequencers and analogue synth sounds. 
Synth sounds, drums and sequences are 
impressively combined

„FM Xpanded – Vol. 1:  
Electric Piano & Clavinet“

Sample-based FM sounds with very high 
dynamic and authenticity, which are 
heavily based on classic DX7 sounds, but 
also offer new and innovative creations

„Phat Analog“ 

Synthleads, pads & more! Timeless Voice 
and sample library with a  
Minimoog emulation (Leadsynths) and 
JP-8 sounds. The ultimate analogue 
extension!

„Chill Xperience“

Soundset for Chill Out, Lounge, Ambient, 
New Age, Electronic, and related genres. 
These sounds offer a high level of musi-
cal inspiration

„Drum Performer“

Lavishly produced ‘Real Drums’ for 
extremely realistic sound; dry, fat and 
punchy. Extreme range of sounds achie-
ved by different recording techniques

„Stage & Studio“

The ultimate top 40 and live set! Contains 
the most important standard instruments 
and synth sounds for live musicians. 
Outstanding performance  
and power

„Dance Xpanded“

Sounds for Dance, Trance, Electronic, 
Chill Out, Pop. The Voices include 
atmospheres, pads, leads, synth basses, 
chord synths, gated pads, and arpsounds

„Synth Xtreme“

Offers a vast range of fat, analogue synth 
sounds of the highest quality. Suitable 
for Trance, Electronic, Techno, and many 
other genres of trendy pop music

„Magical Pads“

Provides warm, analogue pad sounds 
with huge atmosphere. Refined with 
sweeps, swells, synthbrasses, atmo-
sounds, and musical sound effects.  

„Mystic Spheres“

The ultimate Ambient + Electronic set. 
It contains atmospheres, pads, sound 
effects, spacy synth leads, trance sounds, 
vocal pads, and analogue vintage sounds

„Vocoder Dreamz“ 

Combines vocoder Voices, vocal phrase 
kits, and drum loop kits. The vocal 
phrases and drum loops are controlled 
by User Arpeggios. Its speciality is the 
vocoder choirs

„Organ Session“

This set is an impressive emulation of 
the legendary Hammond B3. Smacky 
organ sounds with concise key click and 
controllable percussion. Perfect for Rock, 
Pop and Jazz

General information:

The above sound sets are available for the following devices:
• MOTIF XF, MOTIF XS, MOTIF ES, MOTIF-RACK XS, 
MOTIF-RACK ES, S90 XS, S70 XS, S90 ES, MO6, MO8
• The sound sets ‘FM Xpanded’, Drum Performer and  
‘Vocoder Dreamz’ are available exclusively for MOTIF XS 
and MOTIF XF

Each sound set contains 128 Voices. Depending on the device, 
additional content such as Performances, Samples, User Arpeg-
gios, and WAV Loops are included. Further details can be found 
on www.easysounds.de

Price per soundset= 35,- EUR

The soundsets are available from:

EASY SOUNDS – Peter Krischker

vertrieb@easysounds.de 

http://www.easysounds.de



34

MUSIC PRODUCTION GUIDE

M a r c h  2 0 1 1

Imprint & further links

Important websites for MOTIF users

Official international Yamaha website for  

synthe sizers including a comprehensive  

download section 

http://www.yamahasynth.com/

Official website of Yamaha Music  

Europe GmbH 

http://www.yamaha-europe.com

American MOTIF support website including  

message board + KEYFAX webshop + „XSpand 

Your World“ downloads 

http://www.motifator.com/

EASY SOUNDS website + webshop sounds and 

USB sticks for Yamaha synths 

http://www.easysounds.de

John Melas MOTIF Site 

Editor softwares for the MOTIF series 

http://www.jmelas.gr/motif/

Music Production Guide History

You can download all already published english 

editions as one single ZIP file using this link to the 

EASY SOUNDS website: 

http://www.easysounds.eu/NewsGuides_E.zip 

 

A full overview of the topics of all already  

published editions can be downloaded here: 

http://www.easysounds.eu/History.zip

Furthermore you can download a free MOTIF XS 

Quick Guide that is made of all single articles  

and workshops ever been published in the  

MOTIF News Guide:  

http://www.easysounds.eu/MotifXSGuide.zip

Yamaha Music Production Guide

The official News Guide about the Yamaha Music 

Production product series and Computer Music  

Instruments

Published by

EASY SOUNDS 

Peter Krischker 

Am Langberg 97 A 

D-21033 Hamburg 

Telephone: +49 40 - 738 62 23

in cooperation with

Yamaha Music Europe GmbH 

Siemensstraße 43 

D-25462 Rellingen 

Telephone: +49 41 01 - 30 30

e-mail: motifnews@easysounds.de

The free Music Production Guide is published month-

ly and contains news, tips & tricks, software offers, 

and interviews on and around Yamaha synthesizers 

of the MOTIF series, S series, MO series, MM series, 

Tenori-On, and articles about recording, software, and 

Computer Music Instruments.

You can subscribe or unsubscribe to the free Music 

Production Guide by sending an informal e-mail to:  

motifnews@easysounds.de


