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On tour with Joe Cocker: Nick Milo and Mike Finnigan

Hi Nick, Hi Mike! You are touring with Joe Cocker 

since some time. Can you tell us something about 

the tour like your impressions or special experien-

ces, funny things, breakdowns…?

Nick: This is the fourth time I‘ve come to Europe 

with Joe to tour in support of an album release. Each 

time, there are new songs to learn. In tours past, we 

would get together to rehearse for a week or ten days 

and get the new material up to the level hopefully that 

the classic hits are at. The Hard Knocks Tour didn‘t 

officially begin until early October, coincident with 

the album release, but Joe was out doing promotion a 

month earlier, and the band joined him mid-Septem-

ber. Then, in addition, we had a series of shows in 

Russia, Belarus and Ukraine before meeting up with 

full production in Poland to begin the Hard Knocks 

Tour. For that leg, we were using rental gear for the 

backline. Rehearsals were broken up into two days in 

Paris, before we flew to Moscow. And, two days in 

Wroclaw where we joined the full production crew 

to prepare for the early October start. It was a hectic 

beginning. For example, we did a song from the new 

This issue offers a true highlight: An inter-

view with the two keyboardists of Joe Cocker, 

Nick Milo and Mike Finnigan, made during the 

„Hard Knocks Tour 2010“ in Europe. 

Nick Milo is the musical director of the Joe Cocker 

Band. He has been working for almost 10 years with 

Joe Cocker. Nick‘s main instrument is the piano.

Alongside Joe Cocker Nick has worked with artists  

like the Tower of Power, Bonnie Hayes, Maria 

Muldaur, Greg Adams, Glass Pear, Betty Moon, 

Rocco Prestia, Arnold McCullor, Tret Fure, and Chris 

Williamson.

Mike Finnigan is playing since 2007 with Joe Cocker. 

His instrument is a Hammond B3. Mike‘s Discogra-

phy includes names such as Jimi Hendrix, Big Brother 

& The Holding Company, Tracy Chapman, Dave 

Mason, Blood Sweat & Tears, Crosby Stills & Nash, 

Peter Frampton, Stephen Stills, and Rod Stewart.

For both keyboardists, the MOTIF XS is an integral 

part of their live equipment.
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album on live TV in France in mid-September, that we 

had never played live before! We did a soundcheck 

and worked it out. Everyone in the band had done 

their homework!

Most of the band has been together now for at least 

nine years. There is something to be said for not 

rehearsing too much with a band like this. Everybody 

plays and Joe likes it to rock. One of the best pieces 

of advice I ever got when I first joined the band is, 

„Don‘t stoop to perfection“ !! 

Mike: I‘ve been touring for over four decades. Con-

sequently, there‘s not much that „stands out“ unless 

someone falls off the stage or the roof caves in. What 

stands out for me is the consistently high level of 

performance by Joe and our excellent band. I‘m very 

proud to be part of it. 

How long do you work with Joe Cocker? Can you 

tell us something about the highlights of the colla-

boration with him?

Mike: I‘ve been playing with Joe since 2007. I did 

the „Hymn For My Soul“ CD with him in January of 

that year and started playing in the live band a few 

months later. I‘ve really enjoyed the fact that Joe does 

so much touring outside the United States. Over the 

years, I‘ve toured overseas occasionally (Canada, 

Europe, and Japan) with Maria Muldaur, Etta James, 

Crosby Stills & Nash, Taj Mahal, and Tower of Power, 

but never to the extent that I have with Joe in just four 

years. I added it up the other day, and we‘ve been to 

35 countries in that period. I‘m very fortunate that 

my work has given me the opportunity to experience 

so much of the world. Aside from that, the highlight 

for me has been watching Joe leave it out there every 

night. He never gives less than 100 percent and I‘ve 

never played with anyone who works harder. When 

one considers that he‘s been in the business for over 

40 years, his continuing commitment to excellence is 

impressive.

Nick: I‘ve been working with Joe since 2001. The first 

time we played „You Are So Beautiful“ together, he 

said to me afterward that it is just a simple, vulnerable 

moment, all about the heart. I like to keep that one 

clean and simple, about tone and touch.

Nick Milo
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There are many great moments in the show for the 

keyboards. It‘s a complete blast playing this gig! Even 

though there is a bit of production with staging, ligh-

ting and video projections, it is all about the music. 

Joe doesn‘t talk much. It is just about the songs and 

his singing. There is a lot of playing going on with the 

band, as well, while staying true to the songs. With 

Joe, there is an opportunity to mx things up a bit, 

throw in something new once in awhile, just to keep 

everyone listening. Traveling and taking the stage 

several times a week can become numbing, and I work 

at preventing automatic pilot to take over in the band. 

We are all creatures of habit, but we can be creatures 

of inspiration, too. 

My understanding of Joe‘s approach to music is that 

he is a passionate perfectionist. He‘s very consistent 

in his performance which any one can hear who has 

come to more than a few shows. 

It is also a joy to play with Mike Finnigan. We first 

met in 1984 when I was working with Maria Muldaur. 

Maria was so excited about introducing him. Mike had 

worked with her in the 70s in her heyday. Mike and 

I both worked with Tower of Power as well in later 

years. I like to say that having both organ and piano 

onstage is taking the music „to Church“.  We get to 

support each other and kick each other in the ass, too. 

Mike‘s playing is always an inspiration to me.

Mike, at the beginning of your musical career you 

worked with Jimi Hendrix when he recorded Elec-

tric Ladyland. Can you tell us something about this 

production?

Mike: I was in New York city in 1968 making an 

album with my own band, The Serfs, at the Record 

Plant. Jimi Hendrix was also working there and we 

met. We were working during the day and he was re-

cording at night. He asked me and a couple guys in the 

band if we would jam with him. Buddy Miles, whom 

we knew, was also there that night. Hendrix recorded 

the session and the stuff became „Rainy Day“ and 

„Still Raining, Still Dreaming.“ It was definitely a 

memorable experience. I got a platinum record from 

the label 38 years later! 

Can you tell us something about the live presentati-

on of the new Joe Cocker album „Hard Knocks“?

Nick: The challenge for this new album is the sound of 

it is a departure for Joe. The production is very layered 

and full. That‘s when I realized as music director that 

Mike was going to have to play more than Hammond 

B3 on this tour and I hooked up the MOTIF. And I 

was going to have to do much more than just piano. 

Before leaving LA, I did some arranging of the new 

songs, deciding which parts are signature to each song, 

and what could be disregarded. There‘s a lot going 

on in some of those tracks from the new album! Mike 

and I discussed these ideas over the phone as to which 

parts to focus on. Then, when we started rehearsal 

with the whole band, we took these ideas and put them 

in our fingers, making them our own in some cases. 

With Joe, being a classic rock and roll artist, it wasn‘t 

necessary to exactly reproduce the new album note for 

note, but it was more about getting the new material 

up to the level of the old in terms of performance ener

Mike Finnigan
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gy. One thing I loved about this tour is we didn‘t use 

any sequencer or computer to fill out the sound of the 

live performance. Everything is played by the musici-

ans, and except for sampling a bit of the gospel choir 

from the album cut of „Thankful“, everything is sung 

live, too. In this day and age of loops and samples, this 

was a challenge.

Nick, beside your main instrument piano your are 

using the MOTIF XS. What were the main reasons 

for using the MOTIF?

Nick: There was only a short time to prepare the 

programming for the tour. I am using, in addition to 

two S90s on stage, a Muse Receptor which I program-

med a multi-instrument to handle the whole show. 

In looking at what was available and what was most 

ready-made to handle the extra work I wanted Mike 

to do, the MOTIF was the best option. The MOTIF is 

the second option for my rig when we rent backline as 

well, so I was somewhat familiar with it. Eddie Shea, 

our production manager works with the keyboards too, 

and we have a performance file for both the S90 and 

the MOTIF. We had a huge time crunch before star-

ting the tour, and getting a new MOTIF XS shipped 

through the artist program, meant having it shipped 

directly to Eddie on the east coast to make the cargo 

container for Europe. Mike and I, since we live in 

LA, didn‘t get our hands on it until we showed up in 

Poland, with only two days of rehearsals left. But, as 

I knew, the programs were already plentiful to chose 

from. I adjusted some velocities and effects on some 

of the voices and we were good to go. Also, with Joe‘s 

music, there isn‘t a lot of synth tonalities going on. 

Some fat strings, pads and a clavinet are all we needed 

to get things up and running.

I look forward to diving into the programming more 

with time. I have friends who are sound designers and 

I will be checking new patch and sample libraries out, 

as well, especially when I get back to my composing 

work in LA. 

Mike, beside your main Hammond B3 your are 

using the MOTIF XS. What kind of MOTIF sounds 

are you using?

Mike: I‘m using a MOTIF on this tour because we‘re 

doing several tunes from Joe‘s new CD which have 
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lots of horns, strings, and various keyboard sounds 

- other than Hammond - on them. During my stint 

with the band, pianist Nick Milo has handled any 

extra keyboard chores (strings, horns) but the 

demands of the new material have required me to 

branch out a bit. At this point I‘m only using the 

MOTIF for various string sounds and clavinet, but 

I expect we‘ll find more uses for it in the future. 

We‘re using presets with some slight modifications. 

One of the reasons we opted for the MOTIF was be-

cause so many excellent sound choices are built into 

the instrument and everything is very usable. Due to 

various time and scheduling constraints, I‘ve only 

begun to explore the MOTIF‘s vast possibilities. 

I know there are whole libraries of downloadable 

sounds available, too.

Mike, the intro of „With a little help from your 

friends“ is fascinating. Can you tell us one or two 

of the used B3 registrations?

Mike: It‘s difficult to describe the many drawbar 

combinations I use on that. In the first part of my intro 

- which is more or less improvised from night to night 

- I‘m employing a wide variety of drawbar choices 

that I modify ‚on the fly.‘ Once I get into the portion 

of the intro that people tend to recognize from Joe‘s 

recordings, I have the 16‘, the 5/13‘, and the 8‘ pulled 

all the way out with then 4‘ about a third of the way 

out, on the top manual. On the bottom manual, I‘m 

using the 8‘ and the 4‘ pulled all the way out.

The Joe Cocker tour is ending very soon. Do you 

have plans for other musical projects in the next 

year?

Mike: I‘m part of the Phantom Blues Band, a Grammy 

Award-winning group that has, over about 15 years, 

toured and recorded quite a bit with blues great, Taj 

Mahal. In the past several years we‘ve also done a lot 

of studio work, as a unit, recording with other artists, 

and have released two CDs of our own on the Delta 

Grove label. When I get back home to Los Angeles, 

we‘ll put the finishing touches on a new CD that we 

hope to release in the first part of 2011. I‘m also slated 

to do some recording with Bonnie Raitt in the spring. 

All that will be folded around a month-long tour of 

New Zealand and Australia we‘ll be doing with Joe in 

early 2011. 

Nick: Directly after the tour I will be working in a 

studio in Frankfurt on my new album. 

After that I will head back to LA. 

And as Mike mentioned early 2011 the ‚Hard Knocks 

Tour‘ in Australia and New Zealand will already start.

Interview by Peter Krischker
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New MOTIF XF product video with Thomas Berlin

Yamaha‘s YouTube Channel recently got a whole new bunch of videos - among them, there is also a 

new product video for the MOTIF XF. 

Thomas Berlin not only explains, but also plays with the possibilities offered by our current top workstation.

The video can be viewed here: 

http://www.youtube.com/user/yamahacorporation

Or do a search with the keywords „MOTIF XF  

Berlin“ to find the video.

Thomas Berlin is a musician and music producer. 

He‘s working for 20 years as a synthesizer spe-

cialist, style programmer and sound designer for 

Yamaha.

We will introduce him at length in one of our  

upcoming issues.
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EASY SOUNDS now 

offers a brand new 

soundlibrary for 

Yamaha MOTIF XF / 

XS / ES, MOTIF-RACK 

XS / ES, MO6 / MO8, 

and S90 XS / S70 XS / 

S90 ES.

Here‘s the content of 

Xtasyn:

128 Voices USER 1 •	

(all versions)

 64 Voices USER 2 •	

(MOTIF XF / XS / 

ES)

 10 Drum Kits (MOTIF XF / XS / ES)•	

 24 Performances (MOTIF XF / XS)•	

128 User-Waveforms / 120 MB Samples  •	

(MOTIF XF / XS / ES)

182 User Arpeggios (MOTIF XF / XS), 173 User •	

Arpeggios (MOTIF ES)

 10 Combinations SMF/WAV (all versions)•	

225 WAV-Loops (all versions)•	

Xtasyn combines up-to-date synth sounds and electro-

nic drum sounds in a soundlibrary that mainly covers 

genres like Dance / Trance / House / Electronica / Pop 

/ Chill Out. The sounds are suitable for both main-

stream chart-oriented productions and progressive 

Dance / Trance / Techno / Electronic tracks.

The new soundlibrary puts the latest live and studio 

standards on stage. The live keyboardist has easy 

access to high-quality Voices, which outclass the 

preset sounds of many special software-synth plug-ins 

in terms of playability, ease of modulation and a very 

assertive sound basis that cuts through the mix.

24 complex arpeggio Performances take care of the 

perfect inspiration for composing and arranging.

New MOTIF Soundlibrary „Xtasyn“
In addition to numerous 

trendy standard sounds 

this soundlibrary also 

offers the arpeggio and 

step sequencer sounds 

that are essential for cur-

rent music productions. 

These include traditional 

arpeggios, synth and bass 

lines, rhythmic gatepads 

and drum arpeggios.

Using the user LFO this 

soundlibrary recreates 

the top modern, vibrant 

and „pumping“ rhythmic 

synthpads and noise effect-sounds that can be heard in 

almost every contemporary pop / dance / trance track.

Even the noise effect-sounds that are so essential in 

trance and ambient are included in this library.

The controllers such as modulation wheel, knobs, 

ribbon controller, and the assignable functions were 

programmed to have some sonic impact: delicate to 

dramatic changes are possible.

In addition to the trendy synth sounds Xtasyn contains 

an extensive collection of current and high-quality 

electronic drum sounds. These are provided as sample-

based Drum Voices for the XF / XS / ES versions 

and as WAV drum loops for all versions. Furthermore 

some synth sequences are available as standard MIDI 

files, which can be effortlessly combined with the 

drum loops.

More information and a wide selection of MP3 demos 

can be found here:

http://www.easysounds.de/
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MM6 Video Release and  
Art & Science of Sound Recording

We are pleased to announce three new relea-

ses of top tutorial videos, which are closely 

associated with Yamaha. Please note the 

temporary voucher promotions, exclusive to 

Yamaha users!

MM6/8 Hip Hop Videos

Program creative beats with the MiniMo 6 / 8 and ex-

ploit the full potential of this entry-level workstation! 

This hip video gives an entertaining insight into the 

extensive possibilities of the small MOTIF-brother. 

Hip-hop musicians of an American West Coast band 

show what the MM6 / 8 is capable of. This video is a 

fresh inspiration and leads you step by step through 

the functions of this versatile keyboard workstation. 

For more information and ordering options, visit:

http://www.audiotechknowledge.com/product_info.

php?cPath=26&products_id=96&language=en

Full MM6/8-Video costs 24.90 EUR. With this coupon 

code you get this video for only 14.90 EUR (valid up 

to 31 December 2010):

YAMM-isF5-ixHf-9132

Alan Parsons´Art & Science of Sound Reco-

ding video-trilogy 

In over two and a half years of production more than 

30 hours of video were created from numerous inter-

views with leading producers, sound engineers and 

artists. Art & Science of Sound Recording is the distil-

late from the best moments and scenes of this journey 

through the pop and rock music history. It guides you 

through the entire music production process and is 

also a glimpse into the history of the music production 

itself.

This video is a must have for any musician whether 

professional or amateur. The characteristics of all 

major groups of instruments in relation to a skilful 

recording of them are discussed in detail with the par-

ticipation of many stars of the entertainment industry.
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For more information and ordering options, visit:

http://www.audiotechknowledge.com/product_info.

php?cPath=22&products_id=97&language=en

The full video costs 119.90 EUR as a download. 

With this coupon code you get this video for only 

99.90 EUR (valid up to 31 December 2010):

YAMA-SSR5-ixHf-3166 

If you prefer an elegant collector‘s DVD box, you 

get 20 EUR discount on the DVD box using the same 

code. The DVD box costs 139.90 EUR regular. 

Extensive Cubase5 video course with over 

12 hours playing time

Whether you updated to or are new to Cubase 5 - 

this 12-hour tutorial series facilitates your entry into 

Cubase 5, provides a variety of inspiration, shows the 

functions that you have always thought that they must 

be there give and accelerates the workflow in your 

daily work with this versatile program. 

For more information and ordering options, see here:

http://www.audiotechknowledge.com/product_info.

php?cPath=26&products_id=75&language=en

The full video costs 179,90 EUR as a download. 

With this coupon code you get this video for only 

159.90 EUR (valid up to 31 December 2010):

YAMC-5Bnd-ixHf-6679

Trailer Package

Make yourself an impression by downloading this 

free trailer package that includes excerpts from all the 

videos presented here.

http://www.audiotechknowledge.com/product_info.

php?cPath=26&products_id=100&language=en
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The VST version of the MOTIF XF Editor was 

available shortly after the instrument came to 

the market but now, the stand alone version 

is available too. It is very useful for those situ-

ations when you are not working with Cubase 

and/or you want to use it independently from 

Cubase. For example, in parallel to Logic or 

Sonar.

The Studio Manager software has also been updated 

to work with the MOTIF XF, and so has the Yamaha 

USB-MIDI driver.

As with the MOTIF XS, the Editor combines a 

Multi-Part-Editor with a Voice-Editor. This means 

that you don‘t have to deal with two applications, 

e.g. whenever you want to edit Voices while you are 

working within the Song- or Pattern-Mixings.

The three software components required for using 

the editor can be downloaded here: 

http://www.yamahasynth.com/downloads/ 

drivers_software/  

The MOTIF XF Editor - Getting Started

Downloading and installing the Yamaha USB-

MIDI Driver  

First install the drivers for the connection between 

your computer and the MOTIF XF.

If you want to use the USB connection, you need to 

install the „USB-MIDI Driver“ for Windows (32 bit or 

64 bit) or Mac OS X.

If you want to use the Firewire expansion board 

FW16E instead, you have to install the “Yamaha 

Steinberg FW Driver”.
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Downloading and installing the  

Studio Manager 

Then you can install the Studio Manager for Windows 

or Mac OS X. 

If you are a Cubase user and want to use the VST 

version of the editor, you do not need the Studio 

Manager.

Downloading and installing the Editor 

When you download the Editor be aware that there are 

different versions: 

MOTIF XF Editor (stand alone version, Studio •	

Manager is required)

MOTIF XF Editor VST (for use as a VST instru-•	

ment in Cubase)

After the installation of the Editor it can either be 

launched via the Studio Manager as a stand alone  

application or from within Cubase as a VST  

instrument.

the setup window you see all of the Device  

Editors that you have installed. Select the Editors 

to be used, and add them with „Add->“ to your 

the Studio Manager environment. In our case, 

add the MOTIF XF as the device.

Starting the stand alone version with  

Studio Manager

Connect the computer (PC / Mac) with the  •	

MOTIF XF (TO HOST port) via a standard  

USB cable and set the MOTIF XF parameter 

„UTILITY - F5 Control - SF2 MIDI - MIDI In 

/ Out“ to „USB“. If you want to use Firewire 

instead of an USB connection, set the parameter 

to „FW“. 

Start the Studio Manager and open its setup and •	

device	configuration	windows.	On	the	left	half	of	

In „MIDI Settings“ activate MIDI ports 1 and •	

4 (input) and 1 and 4 (output) of the MOTIF 

XF.	Confirm	with	APPLY	and	OK.	You	can	store	

these settings permanently by clicking on „Set 

Default“. 
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The setup window now shows the icons for the •	

selected Editors which can be opened with a 

double click. Start the Editor of the XF with a 

double click on the MOTIF XF icon. 

The next steps are the same for the stand alone version 

(Studio Manager) and the VST version (Cubase).

Synchronization of the Editor and the  

MOTIF XF

After opening the Editor you first need to establish 

the connection to the MOTIF XF. Simply click on 

the OFFLINE button on the top left within the Edi-

tor window to start the synchronization between the 

Editor and the MOTIF XF. 

This will open the 

Setup window (which 

you can also open 

from the menu: File 

- Setup). Here you can 

set the Data Port to 

„FW1394“ or „USB“. 

Usually this setting is 

done automatically, just like the correct setting of the 

MIDI ports, which can be displayed by activating the 

Detail display.

Subsequently you are able to prepare the synchroniza-

tion between the Editor and MOTIF XF by selecting 

the Auto Sync settings. The settings needed to transfer 

the User Voice Banks, the Global Settings and the 

current Mixing of the MOTIF XF to the Editor are as 

follows: 

Starting the VST version from within Cubase

As mentioned before, it is not necessary to install the 

Studio Manager for the VST version of the Editor. 

After starting a new Project simply load the  

instrument „MOTIF XS VST“ into the VST Instru-

ment Rack (Devices - VST Instruments). The  

MOTIF XF can be found under „External“. Simul-

taneously with the loading of the Editor a new MIDI 

track can be auto-

matically generated 

upon confirmation 

and assigned to the 

plug-in „MOTIF XF 

VST“. 

The Editor opens 

and is instantly ready to use. The MIDI ports do not 

need to be activated as in the Studio Manager since 

they are configured automatically if an existing USB 

or Firewire connection is established.

When the FW16E firewire expansion board is used, 

please read the Editor’s manual about the confi-

guration of the audio connection between Cubase 

and MOTIF XF - you can open it from the Editor 

window under „Help - Manual“. 
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If you choose the illustrated transmission direction 

„MOTIF XF > PC“ there‘s no danger that you might 

accidentally overwrite data on the MOTIF XF.

However, for the opposite transmission direction 

„PC > MOTIF XF“, unsaved user data (User Voices, 

Songs, Patterns, UTILITY settings) should be saved 

from the MOTIF XF to an external memory device, 

preferably with FILE - SAVE - Type „all“.

All factory settings can be restored at any time with a 

FACTORY SET (UTILITY - JOB). 

Press „Start“ to start the synchronization process. A 

progress bar („Synchronizing ...“) will appear. Once 

the synchronization is complete, the Editor is switched 

ONLINE. 

The selective transfer of individual Voice Banks from 

and into the Editor is possible using the „Data Sync“ 

Editing Voices and Mixings

After synchronization, the Voices and Mixings can be 

edited in the Editor.

At the top left of the Editor window you can choose 

whether the MOTIF XF should be in the VOICE, 

SONG or PATTERN mode.

For a in-depth Voice programming the VOICE mode 

is recommended. Here it is also possible to program 

the system effects CHORUS and REVERB individu-

ally, which in the SONG or PATTERN mode can only 

be used globally for the complete Mixing.

Clicking on a Voice name in any track from the main 

window opens the Voice Library. This includes all 

Voice Banks currently stored in the MOTIF XF. 

Once you have chosen a Voice to edit, click OK on the 

bottom right. By doing this you are leaving the Voice 

Library. Instead the parameter category section is 

displayed. After selecting a category - such as „Voice 

Common - Effect“ - its range of parameters are shown. 

function, which includes the current Mixing („Current 

Mix“), the Global data, the User Voice Banks 1 to 4 

and the User Drum Voices. You can also limit the data 

transfer to individual areas, for example to transfer 

only one User Voice Bank or only the current Mixing. 

By selecting „Transmit“ or „Receive“ you can decide 

whether the transfer should be from the Editor to the 

XF or vice versa..
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On the left the parameter categories are displayed, 

on the right the parameters for the selected category 

Here the function „File - Import ...“ comes into play.

After clicking the Open icon (top 

left) you can open any MOTIF file. 

In addition to the MOTIF-XF for-

mat older formats, like MOTIF XS 

or even MOTIF ES, can even be 

imported. 

The left side of the window will 

show the list of Voices - either 

sorted by Banks or by Categories - 

that can be imported. 

On the right the current library is 

shown, into which the Voices can 

be dragged (imported). The newly 

compiled library can then be saved 

as a new Editor file and transferred 

to the MOTIF XF.

Peter Krischker

- here for the category „Effect“ – its range of parame-

ters are shown.

To store any changed Voices, select „Edit - Store 

Voice“ from the Editor menu. In the window that 

opens you can select the target location. The storing 

process instantly affects both the Voice Library in 

the Editor and the User Voice Bank in the MOTIF 

XF. The Library should also be saved with „File - 

Save“ onto your computer‘s hard drive to ensure the 

file saved on the PC is updated.

Voice programming was discussed in detail in the 

series „MOTIF Sound Design“ (MOTIF News 

Guides 10/2008 to 04/2009). Perhaps you want to 

read these issues, on the page „Imprint and further 

links“ you will find a link where you can download an 

archive of MOTIF News Guides. .

Voice Library Management 

Not only does the Editor work for editing Voices and 

Mixings, but its also for Voice Library Management. 
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With this workshop I would like respond to a 

frequently requested topic which is of inte-

rest for instruments from the MOTIF XS and 

XF through to the S70/90 XS: The use of the 

MIDI events generated by the Arpeggiator in a 

Cubase project. 

Of course it will work with Logic or any similar pro-

gram, but as Steinberg‘s Cubase AI is included with 

each current Yamaha Workstation it is my DAW of 

choice. 

To make things simpler, this first part deals with 

controlling the Performance‘s arpeggios via Cubase, 

the recording of the resultant MIDI events, and then 

further treatment and possible uses in Cubase will 

follow as part 2 and 3 of this workshop. 

I assume you have one of the synths listed, a version 

of Cubase AI4 or higher, plus basic knowledge of the 

operation of both. I also recommend connecting the 

synth to your computer via USB. 

Preparations

First select the Performance you want to play and 

remember the tempo of its Arpeggiator. 

Then some settings need to be made in the instrument. 

In the Utility settings the connection type must be 

set to „USB“, the parameter „Sync.“ must be set to 

„MIDI“ and „Local“ to „OFF“. 

Utility settings MOTIF XS/XF:

Press the [UTILITY] button •	

Press [F5] (Control) •	

Press [SF2] (MIDI) •	

Use the cursor keys to navigate and use  •	

[INC / DEC] to make the following settings:

Interface: MIDI In / Out to USB •	

Sync: Sync to „MIDI“ •	

Switch: Local Control to „off“ •	  

Utility settings S70/90 XS:

Press th•	 e [UTILITY] button 

MOTIF XF / XS / S90 XS: Song production with arpeggios
Part 1 - Controlling the Performance Apeggiators using Cubase 

by hape13
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Navigate to „MIDI“ •	 using the cursor keys

Press [ENTER] •	

Use the cursor keys to navigate and use  •	

[INC / DEC] to make the following settings: 

MIDI In / Out to „USB“ •	

MIDI Sync to „External“ •	

Local Control to „off“ •	

Start Cubase and create a new Project. I have prepared 

a MIDI file that‘s suitable for each of the instruments. 

It can be downloaded here: 

http://www.easysounds.eu/arpw1_SMF.zip 

The name of the files contains the abbreviation 

„MXS“ for MOTIF XS, „S70“ for S70/90 XS and 

„MXF“ for MOTIF XF. Please import the MIDI file 

for your instrument into your Cubase Project using 

the menu path: File -> Import -> MIDI file. Answer 

the question of whether a new Project should be crea-

ted with a click on „No“. 

Part dragging

The imported MIDI file contains ten tracks. Each track 

contains a one bar part with the appropriate data, the 

track‘s names indicate their assignments. The Cuba-

se parts on tracks 1 and 2 contain program change 

events and SysEx data that can be used for selecting a 

Performance 

and then per-

form various 

settings on the 

four Parts of 

that Perfor-

mance. 

You don‘t have 

to use these 

System Exclusive events because all the settings can 

be made manually and directly on the device. How-

ever working with System Exclusive events has the 

advantage that all settings are stored within the Cuba-

se Project. A more detailed description of the SysEx 

events follows at the end of this workshop. 

Tracks 3 to 9 contain the parts with the events that 

remotely control the ARP functions in this order: ARP 

ON, ARP1 to ARP5, and ARP OFF. 

Now drag these parts in a row to track 3 and delete the 

tracks 4 to 9.

You now have four working 

tracks. For the first step please 

disable the MIDI output routing 

for tracks 1, 2 and 3.

Cubase has to send the MIDI 

sync signal. To activate it go to Transport -> Project 

Sync settings and select your instrument and the port 

of the MIDI connection in the box „MIDI Clock 

targets“.

Recording

Now everything is ready for the first shot. Delete 

the placeholder part „Record“ on track 4. Set the 

song tempo of Cubase to the memorized value of the 

Performance you are going to play. Adjust the Locator 

positions in Cubase to the desired range and start the 

recording. Begin to play after the count-in and the 

arpeggio will start at the same time. 
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Cubase now records your playing on the keyboard. 

When you have finished your part, stop Cubase and 

the Arpeggiator will automatically stop at the same 

time. (If any stuck notes occur you can use the button 

„ARP ON / OFF“ on the instrument or jump to a Lo-

cator position in Cubase to stop them.) If you want to 

repeat your recording it is best to press the „ARP ON / 

OFF“ button on the instrument twice before re-starting 

the recording in Cubase. This ensures that the Arpeg-

giator restarts perfectly in sync with the sequencer.

When you are ready to arrange your recording just 

enable the MIDI output of track 3 which contains the 

parts that control the ARP settings. Drag - on track 3 - 

the „start“ part before the start of your recording and 

the „stop“ part behind the end of it. Use the ARP Parts 

1 to 5 inbetween to determine when the Arpeggiator 

should play another arpeggio variant, eg for a fill-in 

and then back to a chorus. Copy and drag the desired 

parts one measure before the location where you want 

the change to happen. Use some further parts on track 

4 and use the parts on track 3 to arrange your entire 

song. Also, consider the possibility of entering notes/

chords into Cubase with the pen tool or in step recor-

ding - with the of the chord recognition feature of the 

synth you can to achieve some special results. 

The part on track 2 contains the bank select and 

program change events for the selection of a specific 

Performance. If you want to save them with your 

Cubase Project you should enter the values for your 

Performance (consult the appropriate table from the 

Data list manual) and 

route the MIDI output 

to your synth.

One note on this: 

If you want to work with more SysEx events you 

should turn off the MIDI output of this track or mute 

the corresponding part right after its program change 

events have selected the Project‘s Performance. This 

is because Cubase sends the program change events 

everytime you stop the sequencer or jump to a Locator 

position (despite a track mute status and without 

playing the part). As a result the Performance will be 

re-selected and then this causes a reset of all settings 

previously made with SysEx events. 

The use of System Exclusive events offers extended 

arranging options. I have inserted four SysEx events 

per Performance Part into the corresponding Cu-

base parts. Two of them are used as an example of 

further arrangement possibilities in the episode of the 

workshop. These are the parameters „Part Switch ON 

/ OFF“ and „Part Volume“. The SysEx strings and 

their positions in the Cubase parts are shown in the 

following table.



20

MUSIC PRODUCTION GUIDE

D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 0

The compulsory SysEx bytes are set in black. The 

green bytes contain the „Model ID“. MOTIF XS: 

>>7F:03<<, MOTIF XF: >>7F:12<<, S70/90 XS: 

>>7F:0D<<

Set in blue is the address of the parameter. „Parameter 

Address“ >>HI:MID:LOW<<, red contains the value 

to be set. („Value“) „Parameters Address“ >>MID<< 

is the Performance-Part 1 >>00<< to 4 >>03<<. The 

value range („Value“) for the „Part Switch“ are 0 

(>>00<<) for „OFF“, and 127 (>>7F<<) for „ON“. 

For the „Volume“ it‘s 0 (>>00<<) to 127 (>>7F<<). 

The SysEx events in the middle (from position 1.2.1.) 

represent settings for the second episode of this work-

shop where they will be described in detail. 

When you can‘t wait for it, refer to your instrument’s 

Data List manual to find out more. The corresponding 

chapter is called „MIDI Data Table“, the sub-section 

„MIDI PARAMETER CHANGE TABLE“ and in 

this context its all about Performances. You will soon 

discover that the events mentioned here only scratch 

the surface of the possibilities. For further informati-

on on SysEx I recommend Peter Krischker‘s article 

„MOTIF: Sys-Ex made easy“ from the MOTIF Guide 

News, December 2009. 

On most 4-ARP-Performances the muting and un-

muting of individual Parts is a very effective tool for 

arranging. Invest a little time now - for setting specific 

SysEx events - can you can save yourself alot of 

work in the future. If you are satisfied with the results 

achieved by these steps above you are now able to im-

mediately produce an audio file, either as a recording 

in Cubase or by using the audio recording to an USB 

memory feature of the instrument. Whatever - you 

definitely should experiment with the possibilities and 

save your project so that you can fall back to it in the 

next episode. 

Until then, I remain with best wishes for a couple of 

nice holidays 

yours hp
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Yamaha now provides 25 high quality Drum Kits (75 MB) for the DTX-MULTI 12 for free download.  

It is the same content that has been available for some time now for DTX900K, DTX950K, and DTXTREMEIII.

Here‘s an overview of the available Kits, which are divided into two files:  

File 1 = Acoustic Kits 

Jazz Maple (5 variations)•	

Oak X Single (5 variations)•	

Vintage (5 variations)•	

Rock Single (5 variations) •	

File 2 = Electronic Kits

ClasscDance •	

Classic RX •	

Drum’n’Bass •	

HipHop90bpm •	

House 128bpm •	   

More information and download links can be found here:

http://dtxdrums.yamaha.com 

Go to Downloads / Drivers and Software

New: Free Drum Kits for the DTX-MULTI 12
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Flash Memory Content for MOTIF XF

Yamaha is working with third party software 

vendors (KEYFAX, EASY SOUNDS, DSF, SONIC 

REALITY) to offer an extensive amount of free 

and optional Flash Memory content. 

From the first day of delivery all registered  

MOTIF XF users will have access to a free download 

file containing a first stock of Samples to build their 

own expandable sample library for the non-volatile 

Flash Memory of their MOTIF XF.

This Content Package contains three new User Voice 

Banks, 353 User Waveforms, 458 MB of Samples and 

12 User Drum Kits (Oriental Drums & Percussion).

Here is an overview of the Voice Banks contained in 

the Flash Memory Content Package:

User Voice Bank 1 – Factory Content

Contains the same content of the new MOTIF XF 

Factory Bank. That‘s why no additional Flash 

Memory content is added to this Bank.

User Voice Bank 2 – Yamaha Bank 

A selection of additional Voices from the Yamaha 

Library: S700 piano, organs, brass & reeds, sweet 

voices, pads.

User Voice Bank 3 -Third Party Bank

Organs, synth leads, synth comps, synth strings, 

pads, atmospheres... A Voice selection from the 

sound libraries of DCP PRODUCTIONS and 

EASY SOUNDS. This Bank for instance includes 

32 Voices from the EASY SOUNDS Libraries  

„Organ Session“ and „Phat Analog“ each.

User Voice Bank 4 – Oriental Instruments

128 Oriental instrument Voices, with micro-tuning, 

mainly programmed by the Turkish musician Mert 

Topel. If you want to play these Voices with a  

„normal“ tone scale, go to VOICE - EDIT -  

COMMON EDIT - F1 General - SF2 Play Mode 

and set the parameters Bank to „pre“ and Tuning 

Number to „1“.
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User Drum Voice Bank - Oriental Drums & 

Percussion 

The User Drum Voice Bank features twelve new 

Drumkits (Acoustic Drums, Oriental Percussion, 

Hip Hop, House...).

These Voice Banks can be individually loaded into 

the volatile SDRAM of the MOTIF XF, if no Flash 

Memory Module is installed.

It is also recommended to load the Voice Banks into 

the SDRAM for a quick audition of the material befo-

re loading them into the Flash Memory.

This free Flash Memory Content can be requested by 

sending an e-mail containing the keywords „MOTIF 

XF Flash Content“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

The MOTIF XF user will receive an e-mail from 

EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where  

the file can be downloaded. 

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

Optional soundsets for the MOTIF XF

There will be a comprehensive software offering for 

the MOTIF XF from third party vendors.

Like for the MOTIF XS the soundforges KEYFAX 

(motifator.com) and EASY SOUNDS (easysounds.de) 

will be the leading developers.

Both companies plan to provide comprehensive Flash 

Memory Content Packages. Here is an overview of the 

planned EASY SOUNDS products:

XFlash1 = „Dance“

Dance, Trance, Electronic, Pop ... about 384 MB 

of Samples, 384 Voices, 64 Performances

Bundle of the sound libraries Synth Xtreme,  

Dance Xpanded and Hypnotic Stepz

XFlash2 = „Live“

Sound Library for live musicians and producers, 

about 384 MB of Samples, 384 Voices,  

128 Performances

Bundle of the sound libraries Stage & Studio, 

Organ Session and Phat Analog

XFlash3 „Atmospherics“

Pads, atmospheres, sound effects, about 384 MB  

of Samples, 384 Voices, 64 Performances

Bundle of the sound libraries Chill Xperience, 

Magical Pads and Mystic Spheres

These Voice Banks can be completely loaded into a 

Flash Memory Expansion Module. Single components 

(User Voice Banks e.g.) may also be loaded into the 

volatile SDRAM memory. This is handy for a quick 

audition of the material or if no Flash Memory Modu-

le is installed.

In addition to these packages the complete MOTIF XS 

Sound Library from EASY SOUNDS will be adapted 

for the MOTIF XF and be available in time for the 

delivery of the XF. Almost all the titles of the library 

can either be loaded into the SDRAM memory or the 

Flash Memory.

Here is an overview of all planned MOTIF XF sound-

sets:

„Stage & Studio“•	

„Dance Xpanded“•	

„Synth Xtreme“•	

„Hypnotic Stepz“•	

„Chill Xperience“•	

„Phat Analog“•	

„Magical Pads“•	

„Mystic Spheres“•	

„Vocoder Dreamz“•	

„Organ Session“•	

„Drum Performer“•	

„FM Xpanded - Vol. 1“•	
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MOTIF XS European Loyalty Program – Version 2
The „European Loyalty Program” offers MOTIF 

XS users free additional but nonetheless high-

class content.

It is mainly a premium Voice and Samplelibrary which 

is produced by EASY SOUNDS in collaboration with 

Yamaha Music Europe and contains the following:

The 3-layers Yamaha S700 stereo piano (32 MB •	

compressed) of the Yamaha S90 ES which is 

known as the ultimate piano sound from Yamaha 

synths. The Piano is featured in different varia-

tions (e.g. Brite, Dark, Ballad Stack)

„Sweet Voices“ from the Yamaha Tyros (Trumpet, •	

Trombone,	Saxophone,	Panflute...)

New Choir and Scatvoices•	

Best-of compilations of optional soundsets from •	

EASY SOUNDS 

(synths, pads & 

atmospheres,  

organs...)

Best-of compilati-•	

on of the Xpanded 

series from Yamaha 

Europe (converted 

from MOTIF ES)

A WAV pool contai-•	

ning	200	WAV	files	with	93	MB	in	total.	These	

are drum loops, vocal and vocoder phrases, 

sound effects, and atmospheres

Furthermore the Loyalty Program contains a com-

prehensive MOTIF XS Quick Guide in PDF format. 

This Quick Guide is compiled of all XS articles and 

workshops from the MOTIF News Guide. 

To register for the Loyalty program simply write an  

e-mail with the keyword „MOTIF XS Loyalty  

Program“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

As soon as the registration process is complete the 

MOTIF XS user will receive an e-mail from EASY 

SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file 

can be downloaded. The size of the download file is 

221 MB. 

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

Alternatively the „European Loyalty Content Packa-

ge“ can be delivered on an USB memory stick,  

which must be ordered for a reasonable price from  

www.easysounds.de in addition to the e-mail proce-

dure mentioned above. Remember to add the keyword 

„MOTIF XS Loyalty Program“ to your USB memory 

stick order.

Already registered MOTIF XS users can request an 

update by sending an e-mail to:

motifnews@easysounds.de
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MOTIF XS Soundset: “Oriental Instruments & Percussion”
MOTIF XS User can enjoy a free soundset: 

„Oriental Instruments & Percussion“ can be 

downloaded from Yamaha Music Europe in 

cooperation with EASY SOUNDS.

The soundset contains the following:

36 Performances•	

128 Voices•	

9 User Drum Voices•	

113 User Waveforms of oriental instruments•	

84 MB Samples•	

6 Turkish Authentic Micro Tunings•	

„Oriental Instruments“ has been produced by turkish 

musicians and is developed for the use in both  

traditional and modern turkish music.

Authentic samples of oriental musical instruments 

plus the most popular turkish Micro Tunings are the 

basic building blocks of this soundset.

The 128 Voices and 36 Performances are mostly built 

from the new User Waveforms and Samples. Some 

Voices are modified Preset Voices.

This free soundset can be requested by sending an  

e-mail containing the keyword „Oriental“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

The MOTIF XS user will receive an e-mail from 

EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where  

the file can be downloaded. The size of the download 

file is 66 MB. 

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

Alternatively the „European Loyalty Content Packa-

ge“ can be delivered on an USB memory stick,  

which must be ordered for a reasonable price from  

Nonetheless these special oriental instruments can be 

used in music styles like pop, world, chill out, ambient 

and whatever you can imagine.

www.easysounds.de in addition to the e-mail proce-

dure mentioned above. Remember to add the keyword 

„Oriental Instruments“ to your USB memory stick 

order.
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S90 XS / S70 XS Soundpackage
A free „Soundpackage“ with additional high-

class content is available for S90 XS / S70 XS 

users. 

This Soundpackage is produced by EASY SOUNDS 

under contract to Yamaha Music Europe and contains 

the following:

Pop & Dance

This Voice Bank features 128 professional User 

Voices compiled from popular EASY SOUNDS 

libraries for the MOTIF XS and the MOTIF ES 

Xpanded series from Yamaha Europe converted  

for the S90 XS / S70 XS.

The set “Poc & Dance” contains Voices from  

these EASY SOUNDS soundsets:

Chill Xperience•	

Dance Xpanded•	

Magical Pads•	

Mystic Spheres•	

Stage & Studio•	

Synth Xtreme•	

WAV-Pool

The	WAV	pool	contains	200	WAV	files	with	a	total	

size of 93 MB. These are drum loops, vocoder 

phrases, sound effects, and atmos. 

MOTIF News Guides

All already published editions of the “MOTIF 

News Guide” are included in PDF format. 

This free soundpackage can be requested by sending 

an e-mail containing the keyword „S90 XS / S70 XS 

Soundpackage“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

loaded. The size of the download file is 136 MB. 

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

Vocoder Dreamz

The S90 XS / S70 XS version of “Vocoder Dreamz” 

features 40 Vocoder Voices and a comprehensive 

manual on how to use them with the S90 XS  

Vocoder. The User Voice Bank is divided  

as follows:

1 – 16 Vocoder Voices (Vocoder +  •	

Pad/Atmo/Synth)

17 – 36 Vocoder Voices (Basic Type)•	

37 – 40 Vocoder Voices (LFO-Type)•	

Alternatively the Soundpackage can be delivered on 

an USB memory stick, which must be ordered for a 

reasonable price from www.easysounds.de in addition 

to the e-mail procedure mentioned above. Remember 

to add the keyword „S90 XS / S70 XS Soundpackage“ 

to your USB memory stick order.
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MOTIF-RACK XS: Sound & Infopackage
MOTIF-RACK XS users can obtain the free 

„Sound & Infopackage“ that‘s produced by 

EASY SOUNDS under contract to Yamaha  

Music Europe.

The software package contains the following:

Soundset „POP & DANCE“ with  •	

128 professional Voices

This free soundpackage can be requested by sending 

an e-mail containing the keyword „MOTIF-RACK XS 

Sound & Infopackage“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

WAV-Pool with 200 loops and audio-phrases•	

Demo song •	

PDF	file	of	a	comprehensive	guide	plus	 •	

tips & tricks  

loaded. The size of the download file is 125 MB.

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

Users of the MO6 / MO8, S90 ES, and MOTIF-

RACK ES can obtain a free Sound & Infopack-

age that‘s produced by EASY SOUNDS under 

contract to Yamaha Music Europe.

This includes the soundset “Pop Xpanded” with 

192 profesional live- and arpeggio-sounds. For details 

on this soundset see the box to the right.

Furthermore a comprehensive documentation of the 

soundset, Quick Guides, demo-sounds, and other  

useful files are included.

This free soundpackage can be requested by sending 

an e-mail containing the keyword „Pop Xpanded“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

loaded. The size of the download file is 13 MB.

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

MO6 / MO8 / S90 ES / MOTIF-RACK ES 

Voice-Library „Pop Xpanded“

This library contains 192 User Voices compiled from 

the MOTIF ES libraries “Arp Xpanded” and  

“Live Xpanded”.

User Voice Bank 1 is identical to “Arp Xpanded” and 

features 128 Voice based on 106 new User Arpeggio 

Phrases. (In the MOTIF-RACK ES version the  

Arpeggiator is deactivated, since the RACK has no 

User Arpeggios.)

Voices 1 – 64 of the User Voice Bank 2 are identical 

to the 64 „Live-Voices“ of „Live Xpanded“. These are 

keyboard and synth sounds which are specially pro-

grammed for pop, rock, dance, and live entertainment.

The Voices 65 – 128 of the User Voice Bank 2 are 

compiled by the best synthesizer sounds of the factory 

preset sounds from the MOTIF ES and MOTIF-

RACK ES. 

MO6/8, S90 ES, MOTIF-RACK ES: Free Soundlibrary
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MM6 / MM8: Software package „Live & Studio“
Users of the MM6 and MM8 can obtain the 

free software package „Live & Studio“ that‘s 

produced by EASY SOUNDS under contract to 

Yamaha Music Europe. 

and Controller events which set the effects and sounds 

of the MM6 / MM8 to be controlled in “PC-Mode” 

with 16 MIDI channels (multimode).

The software package contains the following:

MM6 / MM8 Live Peformance Bank •	

Song-Templates •	

Demo-Song with audio and MIDI tracks for •	

Cubase, Logic, Standard MIDI File)

WAV loop pool for Cubase + Logic (drums, •	

synths, vocals, effects, atmos) 

MM6 / MM8 Quick Guide•	

The 64 Performances for the MM6 are more suitable 

for live music than the more pattern orientated factory 

Performances.

The Song templates contain setup data in formats for 

Cubase, Logic, and standard MIDI file (SMF). They 

feature SysEx events, Bank Select, Program Change, 

The demo songs combine MIDI and audio tracks. 

The MIDI tracks control the MM6 / MM8. The audio 

tracks are used to play back samples from the included 

“WAV pool”.

The free software package can be requested by sen-

ding an e-mail containing the keyword „MM6 / MM8 

Live & Studio“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

loaded. The size of the download file is 131 MB.

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 
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TENORI-ON: European Voice & Samplebank
Yamaha Music Europe and EASY SOUNDS provi-

de their free soundlibrary “European Voice & 

Samplebank” to all Tenori-On users. 

The downloadable file (48 MB) contains the  

following:

18 Tenori-On User Voices (Samplings)•	

4 Tenori-On Demos (AllBlock-Files)•	

268 Samples in WAV-Format (19 MB)•	

Comprehensive PDF documentation•	

The User Voices feature multiple drum kits, sound 

effects, vocal / vocoder kits, and synth sounds. Here‘s 

an overview of the User Voices:

BA_MiniSquare.tnw FX_Atmo.tnw 

BA_Xbass.tnw  FX_Long.tnw 

CO_CombKit1.tnw FX_Short.tnw 

CO_CombKit2.tnw SQ_DarkUni.tnw 

DR_AnalogKit1.tnw SQ_Xsynth.tnw 

DR_AnalogKit2.tnw VO_VocalsFemale.tnw 

DR_BreakKit.tnw  VO_VocalsMale.tnw 

DR_XdrumAdd.tnw VO_VocoderFemale.tnw 

DR_XdrumBasic.tnw VO_VocoderMale.tnw

The samples used in the Voices are also provided as 

WAV files. Hence you can use the downloadable 

Tenori-On User Voice Manager to individually  

re-map the drum and FX kits. This way you can  

    modify the supplied kits or  

    combine new ones from  

     the scratch. 

The User Voices “CO_CombKit1” and  

“CO_CombKit2” demonstrate how the sounds can be 

combined in a creative way. They use samples from 

different sample directories. Combining sounds really 

widens the sound variety enormously. 

So if you want to set up your own kits from the WAV 

files you first should audition the samples using a file 

player, sampler, or audio sequencer. Then simply drag 

and drop the samples you want to use into the Voice 

Manager software. 

This free sound library can be requested by sending an 

e-mail containing the keyword„Tenori-On European 

Voice & Samplebank“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

loaded. The size of the download file is 49 MB.

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide.
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DTX-MULTI 12 „Oriental Percussion“

The new DTX Electronic Percussion Pad MUL-

TI-12 uses many of the high-end features and 

sounds from the DTX and MOTIF series and 

provides an optimum tool for live drumming, 

productions or rehearsals. 

With over 1,200 high-class sounds - including newly-

developed drum, percussion and keyboard sounds 

- the DTX-12 MULTI enriches any musical situation. 

Up to 200 User Sets can be programmed and added 

with effects to get ready for every conceivable musical 

style with the best sounds around. In addition, the 

large 64MB Flash-ROM Wave-Memory can be filled 

with additional samples which then can be assigned to 

the Pads.

Now the brand new soundset „Oriental Percussion“ 

for the DTX-MULTI 12 is available for registered 

users. It is provided by EASY SOUNDS on behalf of 

Yamaha Music Europe - free of charge.

The download package includes the following:

50 Patterns•	

24 Kits•	

132 User Waves (18 MB Samples)•	

The soundset has been designed primarily for traditio-

nal and modern Turkish music.

It‘s based on authentic samples of oriental percussion 

instruments.

The oriental instruments are however well suited for 

use in other music styles such as Pop, World, Chill 

Out, Ambient, etc.

„Oriental Percussion“ was programmed by the Turkish 

musician and producer Mert Topel.

Since 1990 Mert Topel is working as a musician with 

nationally and internationally known pop and rock 

stars such as Tarkan (1993-2008) and many others. 

Mert recorded several albums as a producer of jazz, 

fusion, rock bands, and singers like Kirac, Mor ve 

Otesi, Gülden Goksen, Grizu etc. He also has his own 
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Mert Topel

jazz-rock band „Fenomen“, which published its first 

album in 2006 - with very good response from jazz 

lovers. Right now his band is working on a second 

album. Another project is a collaboration with Alper 

Maral in the production of an electro-acoustic-oriented 

album called „The Voltage Control Project“, which 

appears in 2010.

The DTX-12 MULTI Patterns produced by Mert Topel 

should inspire the musician in the first place and serve 

as basis for his own music productions.

This free soundset can be requested by sending an  

e-mail containing the keyword „DTX-M12 Oriental“ 

to: 

motifnews@easysounds.de

The user will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS 

with a password and a link where the file can be 

downloaded. The size of the download file is 24 MB. 

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

Alternatively the Soundpackage can be delivered on 

an USB memory stick, which must be ordered for a 

reasonable price from www.easysounds.de in addition 

to the e-mail procedure mentioned above. Remember 

to add the keyword „DTX-M12 Oriental“ to your USB 

memory stick order.
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Free Tutorial DVD for MOTIF XS / XF users
The free tutorial DVD “The World of MOTIF XS” (English language) is available 

for all registered european MOTIF XS and MOTIF XF users.

The DVD procures comprehensive instructions on how to use a MOTIF XS in a 

music production environment. The running time of over 3 hours covers deep  

insights in topics like interactive Arpeggios, live performances, sampling,  

recording sessions, Cubase AI and much more.

Although the instructions refer to the MOTIF XS, this DVD is of interest for  

MOTIF XF users, because the XS‘ operation is substantially the same concept.

To request this DVD simply write an e-mail to:

musicproduction@yamaha.de

Please give your name, address, serial number of your MOTIF XS or MOTIF XF, and the keyword “The World of MO-

TIF XS” - even if you already are a registered MOTIF XS user. 

Important note: This DVD can not be shipped outside Europe!

Cubase AI tutorial videos for registered users
Thanks to the cooperation between Yamaha and 

Steinberg most of the recent instruments and mixing 

desks from the Yamaha Music Production range 

have the DAW software Cubase AI included – for 

those who do not own a DAW software yet this is 

one good reason more to buy from Yamaha. Even 

more Cubase AI is a music production tool with 

functions which were exclusive for high-end studios 

not very long time ago.

Even better: European customers buying a Yamaha 

Music Production instrument with included Cubase 

AI software are qualified to request a free English language tutorial CD from ASK Video containing 23 videos on how 

to use Cubase AI4.

The CD is English language only and only available as long stocks last. So better be quick – request your CD by  

sending an e-mail containing the serial number of your Yamaha instrument and your name and address to:

musicproduction@yamaha.de

MOTIF XS users can order this CD in combination with the tutorial DVD “The World of MOTIF XS”. 

Important note: This CD-ROM can not be shipped outside Europe!
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Easy Sounds for recent Yamaha synthesizers

„Stage & Studio“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, 
MO

128 Voices. The ultimate top-40 and live set! • 
The version for MOTIF XS contains 40 additional  • 

Performances (split and layer sounds) perfect for stage

This universal collection features the most important 
standard instrument and synthesizer sounds for live gigging 
and entertainment. Outstanding performance and power. 
Test-driven by musicians.

„Dance Xpanded“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, MO
128 Voices, 64 WAV drum loops, 100 MIDI loops • 
64 MB samples + 100 User Arpeggios (MOTIF ES) • 

„Dance Xpanded” is the ultimate set for Dance, Trance, 
Electronic, Chill Out, and Pop. The 128 Voices include 
atmospheres, pads, leads, synth basses, chord synths, gated 
pads, and arpsounds. Top analogue sound and excellent new 
synth Waveforms!

„Hypnotic Stepz“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 ES, MO
128 Voices + 120 MB Waveforms (MOTIF XS/ES),  • 

163 drum loops + step sequencer emulation  
(Cubase/Logic)

This is the set for those MOTIF users having a faible for 
step sequencers and analogue synth sounds. Here you‘ll hear 
outstanding combinations of synth sounds, drum sounds, 
and drum grooves.

„Chill Xperience“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, MO
128 Voices + 6 demo songs (all versions)• 
24 Performances, 92 drum loops (MOTIF XS)• 

Soundset for Chill Out, Lounge, Ambient, New Age,  
Electronic, and related genres. These sounds offer a high 
degree of musical inspiration. Soft sound spheres, pleasant 
pads, spacy leads, chilling effects, remakes of traditional 
sounds...

Synth Universe – Vol. 1 = „Magical Pads“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, 
MO

128 Voices, 64 MB synth Waveforms (MOTIF XS / ES)• 

„Magical Pads” features warm, analogue pad sounds with 
huge atmosphere. Refined with sweeps, swells, synth bras-
ses, atmo sounds, and musical effect sounds.

Synth Universe – Vol. 2 = „Mystic Spheres“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, MO
128 Voices + 60 MB synth Waveforms (MOTIF XS/ES)• 

„Mystic Sphere” is perfect for Ambient and Electronic.  
It contains atmospheres, pads, sound effects, spacy  
synth leads, trance sounds, vocal pads, and analogue  
vintage sounds.

„Synth Xtreme“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, MO
128 Voices + 124 MB synth Waveforms  • 

(MOTIF XS/ES)

The Voice Bank “Synth Xtreme” features a vast range of 
fat, analogue synth sounds in a high-class quality. They 
work perfect for Trance, Electronic, Techno, and many other 
genres of trendy pop music.

The combinations of synth sounds with drum and bass loops 
make an excellent basis for your own songs. Several demo 
tracks (each provided in many different formats) make your 
first steps easy as cake.

„Vocoder Dreamz“ 

for MOTIF XS
128 Voices + 64 Performances + 96 MB samples• 

„Vocoder Dreamz” combines vocoder Voices, vocal phrase 
kits, and drum loop kits. The Performances have some synth 
Voice Presets added. The vocal phrases and drum loops are 
controlled by User Arpeggios.  
Its speciality are the vocoder choirs.

„Organ Session“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, MO
128 Voices + 120 MB samples (MOTIF XS/ES)• 

This set is an impressive emulation of the legendary  
Hammond B3. Smacky organ sounds with concise key  
click and controllable percussion. Rocky and jazzy  
Hammond sounds...

„Drum Performer“

for MOTIF XS und MOTIF ES
40 drum kits, 400 drum samples (200 MB), Arpeggios...• 

Comprehensive soundset featuring „real drums“ recorded in 
several complex sampling sessions. These drums sound dry, 
fat, and punchy. Impressive live drum sound.

Pricing:

Each soundset (download / CD-ROM) = 35,- EUR

These soundsets are exclusively available from:

EASY SOUNDS – Peter Krischker

Am Langberg 97 A

D-21033 Hamburg

Telephone: +49 40 - 738 62 23

e-mail: vertrieb@easysounds.de

Website: http://www.easysounds.de
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Imprint & further links

Important websites for MOTIF users

Official international Yamaha website for  

synthe sizers including a comprehensive  

download section 

http://www.yamahasynth.com/

Official website of Yamaha Music  

Europe GmbH 

http://www.yamaha-europe.com

American MOTIF support website including  

message board + KEYFAX webshop + „XSpand 

Your World“ downloads 

http://www.motifator.com/

EASY SOUNDS website + webshop sounds and 

USB sticks for Yamaha synths 

http://www.easysounds.de

John Melas MOTIF Site 

Editor softwares for the MOTIF series 

http://www.jmelas.gr/motif/

Music Production Guide History

You can download all already published english 

editions as one single ZIP file using this link to the 

EASY SOUNDS website: 

http://www.easysounds.eu/NewsGuides_E.zip 

 

A full overview of the topics of all already  

published editions can be downloaded here: 

http://www.easysounds.eu/History.zip

Furthermore you can download a free MOTIF XS 

Quick Guide that is made of all single articles  

and workshops ever been published in the  

MOTIF News Guide:  

http://www.easysounds.eu/MotifXSGuide.zip

Yamaha Music Production Guide

The official News Guide about the Yamaha Music 

Production product series and Computer Music  

Instruments

Published by

EASY SOUNDS 

Peter Krischker 

Am Langberg 97 A 

D-21033 Hamburg 

Telephone: +49 40 - 738 62 23

in cooperation with

Yamaha Music Europe GmbH 

Siemensstraße 43 

D-25462 Rellingen 

Telephone: +49 41 01 - 30 30

e-mail: motifnews@easysounds.de

The free Music Production Guide is published month-

ly and contains news, tips & tricks, software offers, 

and interviews on and around Yamaha synthesizers 

of the MOTIF series, S series, MO series, MM series, 

Tenori-On, and articles about recording, software, and 

Computer Music Instruments.

You can subscribe or unsubscribe to the free Music 

Production Guide by sending an informal e-mail to:  

motifnews@easysounds.de


